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I could go through the schedule to the
Bill, but that would not achieve anything.
It Is essential to obtain this money to en-
able the works programmes to be Imnple-
merited. The loans have been approved
by the Loan Council, and on this occasion
the amount Is $700 million for Australia as
a whole, of which Western Australia is to
receive $60.45 million.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Not half
enough.

The Hon. Rt. THOMPSON: I agree It Is
not half enough. No Government will ever
agree that it has enough money. It might
be a bad thing if Governments got all the
money they wanted, because they might
become careless in their expenditure. How-
ever for essential Projects, such as pro-
jects for education and health, funds
should be Provided. With those remarks I
support the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill Passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by the

Hon. N. McNeill (Minister for Justice),
and passed.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE
THE HON. N. IMeNEILL (Lower West-

Minister for Justice) [3.09 am.]: I move-
That the House do now adjourn.

THE HON. A. A. LEWIS (Lower Cen-
tral) [3.10 am.]: I shall make the short-
est speech on the adjournment debate on
record. 'Because through my own fault I
did not get certain petitioners to sign
duplicate copies of a petition for the trans-
fer of the Bridgetown railway depot which
was tabled in another place today. I urge
members to read and digest that petition.

Question Put and passed.
House adjourned at 3.11 am. (Thursday).

I~vjgitattnr Arnwwbty~
Wednesday. the 27th November, 1974

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

NICKEL (AGNEW) AGREEMENT BILL
message: Appropriations

Message from the Lieutenant-Governor
received and read recommending appro-
priations for the purposes of the Bill.

RAILWAYS
Closure of Bridgetown Depot: Petition
MR H.L D. EVANS (Warren) [2,17 P.m.]:

I have a petition which is addressed as
follows--

To the Honourable Speaker and
Members of the Legislative Assembly
of the Parliament of Western Austra-
lia in Parliament assembled.

We, the undersigned residents of the
Bridgetown district In the Btate of
Western Australia do herewith pray
that Her Majesty's Government of
Western Australia will oppose any
closure or removal of the Railway De-
pot at Bridgetown.

Your petitioners therefore humbly
pray that your Honourabie House will
give this matter urgent consideration
and your petitioners as In duty bound
will ever pray.

The petition contains 1 107 signatures and
I certify It conforms to the rules of the
House.

The SPEAFER: I direct that the petition
be brought to the Table of the House.

The petition was tabled (see paper No.
399).

WATER SK"IES
Rates at Denhzam: Petition

MR LAURANCE (Gescoyne) [ 2.19 pm.]I:
I have a petition which is addressed as
follows-

To the Honourable Speaker and
Members of the Legislative Assembly
of the Parliament of Western Austra-
lia in Parliament assembled.

We, the undersigned residents In the
town of Denham do herewith pray that
Her Majesty's Government of Western
Australia will review the recent in-
creases in water rates and charges as
they apply to Denham in view of the
poor quality water supplied to the
Town. Your petitioners feel that the
increases are unjustified until such
time as the proposed Reverse osmosis
Desalination plant Is installed to pro-
vide a satisfactory Potable Water Sup-
Ply.

Your petitioners therefore humbly
pray that your Honourable House will
give this matter urgent consideration
and your petitioners as In duty bound
will ever pray.

The petition contains 60 signatures and I
certify It conforms to the rules of the
House.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition
be brought to the Table of the House.

The petition was tabled (see paper No.
400).
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QUESTIONS (30): ON NOTICE
LAND

Wltchcliffe and Chapman Brook
Areas; Forest Potential

Mr A. R. TONSIN, to the Minister
for Lands:
(1) In regard to the areas of Crown

land-
(a) in the vicinity of Sussex

location 2247 (Witchcllffe):
and

(b) in the vicinity of Chapman
* Brook/Blackwood River (north
* of the Warner Glen Bridge),

have they been examined in re-
gard to their forest-production
potential?

(2) (a) Has the Forests Department
declined to have them re-
served for forestry purposes:

(b) if so, has the Department of
Fisheries and Fauna been ad-
vised?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) No.

(b) Answered by (a).

2. RAILWAYS
Wilbur Smith and Associates:

Agreement
Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for
Transport:

Would he table a copy of the do-
cument containing the "Common-
wealth requirement" as referred to
in answer to question 9, parts (2)
and (3) of Thursday, 21st Nov-
ember, 1974?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
There are no additional docu-
nments to those already tabled.
The Member will recall that in
agreeing that the Commonwealth
would share the cost of the Perth
Central City Railway Feasibility
Study with the State, the Prime
Minister in his letter of the 19th
June, 1973 stipulated that the
Bureau of Transport Economics
would have responsibility for the
economic evaluations.
During November and December
1973 there were discussions be-
tween the Bureau of Transport
Economics and the Perth Re-
gional Transport Co-ordinating
Committee on the precise details
of the consultants work pro-
gramme. During these discus-
sions the ETE made It clear that
for their own purposes they

3.

wished to have the PERTS 70
economic evaluations of the bus-
way updated so that a busway
alternative could be properly
compared with the other alterna-
tives. The additional evaluation
of course increased the cost of
the study and the Common-
wealth agreed to meet the addi-
tional cost on a two-thirds/one-
third basis.

PEDESTRIAN OVERWAY
Guildford Road, Maplands

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Transport:.
(1)

(2)
Mr

4-

Is it intended that a pedestrian
overway will be erected in Guild-
ford Road, Maylands, in the vicin-
ity of the Maylands Hotel and the
Maylands shopping centre?
If so, when?
O'CONNOR, replied:

(1) The provision of a pedestrian
overway at this site is primarily
the responsibility of the City of
Stirling and the shopping devel-
opers.
However, some assistance is pro-
vided by the Main Roads Depart-
ment and preliminary investiga-
tions have been undertaken.
To date, however, it is under-
stood the council has not budget-
ed for this project.

(2) Answered by (1),

RAILWAYS
Busways: Effect on East Perth

Terminal
Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Transport:

In view of his stated intention
for the metropolitan rail system to
convert to busways, and as this
would mean the east-west rail
passenger terminal would then be
located at Midland, will he advise
whether this meets with the Gov-
ernment's intention, In view of
Its previous decision to locate the
terminal at East Perth?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
The Government has not yet
considered the recommendations
made by Wilbur Smith and Asso-
ciates and does not expect to
do so until January at the
earliest. Thus It has made no
decision about which of the alter-
natives It will opt for.
If It did opt for the buaway
alternative the terminal for all
passenger trains would remain
at East Perth.
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5.

6. STATE GOVERNMENT
INSURANCE OFFICE

Royal Commission Report
Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Labour and Industry:
(1) Has the Government received a

report from the Royal Commis-
sioner appointed to investigate
certain matters affecting the
franchise of the State Govern-
ment Insurance Office?

(2) When was the report received?
(3) Will the report be made public?
(4) If "No" to (3), why not?
(5) If "Yes" to (3), when?
Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) 24th May, 1974.
(3) to (5) The report is being con-

sidered by a Cabinet sub-com-
mittee and on the completion of
the Government's deliberations
a decision will be made as to its
release.

TEACHERS
Annual Leave Loading

Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) Could the Minister give all the

reasons for the refusal to grant
Western Australian teachers a
leave loading of 171% effective
from 1st January, 1974?

(2) Does the Minister intend to re-
consider this decision?

(3) If (2) Is "Yes' how long will
teachers have to wait for the
new decision?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) to (3) On Wednesday, 13th Nov-

ember, 1974, the teachers' union,
by deputation, presented to the
Minister a request for a review

SEWERAGE
Maylands Peninsula

Mr HARMAN, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) Has he considered a request for

a sewerage service to be provided
oni the Maylands peninsula?

(2) If so, could he Indicate when such
works will commence?

Mr O'NEfl. replied:
(1) and (2) 1 will be replying within

the next few days to a letter
from the Member referring to
this matter, but investigations
have revealed no change in the
circumstances as indicated in the
reply by my predecessor in Aug-
ust 1973 to a previous letter on
the same subject.

9.

8.

of a Cabinet decision not to
award teachers the 171c% holi-
day loading for four weeks of
the Year.
On being provided with further
information concerning the posi-
tion in other States, the Minis-
ter advised that he would seek
confirmation and present the
matter again to Cabinet.
it would be preferable to await
Cabinet decision before making
further comment.

WATER SUPPLIES
Goset s

Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) In view of the fact some residents

are paying up to $25 per week for
scheme water to be delivered to
their homes by contract water
tank drivers in the Gosnells area,
how long can It be expected be-
fore scheme water will be provided
for residents living in Balfour and
Bullfinch Streets, Gosnells?

(2) What number of homes and dis-
tance from each must exist before
the water board will approve of
the installation of a scheme water
main?

(3) As the residents are prepared to
pay for a guaranteed main, what
would be the cost to them for
water main extensions to serve
those affected In Balfour and Bull-
finch Streets, Gosnells?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) 14 applications have been re-

ceived recently and a scheme to
service these is being consid-
ered by the water board. These
properties are in the rural zone
of the metropolitan region
scheme and if an agreement can
be reached with owners a supply
will be made available.

(2) Generally subject to availability
of adequate water in the adja-
cent mains, the requirements of
the board are met by an exten-
sion of 80 metres per residence.

(3) This will depend on the length
and cost of the extension, the
number of houses served, and the
number of applicants prepared
to contribute towards the cost.

PRISON
Canning Vale: Development

Mr BATEMAN, to the Chief Secret-
ary:
(1) As Fremantle prison is grossly

overcrowded and continuing to get
worse each week, what action is
being taken to develop the gaol
partly started in Canning Vale?

7.
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*2) If no action is contemplated, will
he give his reasons?

Mr STEPHENS replied:
(1) Planning Is in its final stages

and tenders for the main build-
ings of the long stay maximum
security unit are scheduled to
be called in August, 1975.

(2) See above.

10. TEACHER EDUCATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2)

Request for Deferment
Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:
(1) Has the Minister received a let-

ter bearing date 26th November.
1974 from the Honorary Secre-
tary of the Academic Staff Asso-
ciation of the Western Australian
Teachers Colleges (Inc.)?

(2) If (1) Is "Yes" does he agree that
he gave an undertaking to the
staff association as mentioned in
the second paragraph of the said
letter?

(3) If (2) is In the affirmative, why
was not the staff association con-
sulted prior to the introduction
of the Teacher Education Act
Amendment Bill (No. 2)?

(4) Will he agree to the request for
deferment made in the letter?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) No.
(3) Not applicable.
(4) No.

I1. EDUCATION
Bus Fare Subsidy

Mr CARE, to the Treasurer:
(1) Is any rebate or subsidy payable

to parents of children, living
within the statutory three mile
limit of school and paying to
travel to school by bus?

(2) If so, will he provide details?
Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) and (2) Parents of children who

travel to school by public trans-
port are entitled to a refund of
fares paid in excess of 50c per
week.

12. BUS SERVICES IN COUNTRY
AREAS

Pensioners: Concession
Mr CARR, to the Minister represent-
ing the minister for Community
Welf are:
(1) Do pensioners travelling on bus

services operating In country
towns receive the same free travel
as do their city counterparts
travelling by Mfl bus?

13,

(2) It "Yes"-
(a) would he outline the method

by which the bus companies
recoup the fares of such pen-
sioner passengers;

(b) would a similar situation
apply should a bus service be-
came operative in CGeraldton?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) Yes. On the private bus services

at the moment operative in Al-
bany, Bunbury, Busselton and
Kalgoorlie.

(2) (a) Bus companies recoup these
fares at an amount set an-
nually which is determined
after a survey by the Trans-
port Commission.

(b) Possibly, subject to the ac-
ceptance and participation in
the scheme by the private
operator at a rate of reimn-
bursement for loss of fares ac-
ceptable to both the Govern-
ment and the operator.

JOHN WILLCOCK HIGH
SCHOOL

Completion
Mr CARR, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:
(1) Are the classrooms and adminis-

tration building of the John Will-
cock high school, scheduled for
completion by 7th February. 1975.
likely to be ready for occupation
at the commencement of the
school year?

(2) If "No" -
(a) when is It anticipated they

will be ready for occupation:
(b) what arrangements are pro-

posed for the operation of the
school, from the commence-
ment of the school year till
the availability of the build-
ings for occupation?

(3) Will the Minister advise of the
progress of the canteen and other
facilities which are scheduled for
completion by 23rd May?

(4) Is it a fact that subdivision of the
land on which the school is being
built has not been completed and
that this Is holding up provision
of power, water and access roads?

(5) Can he indicate when these three
facilities will be provided?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2)
(3)

Not applicable.
Construction on these works has
not yet begun.
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(4) A subdlvislonal plan which is
being undertaken by the State
Housing Commission has not yet
been completed.

(5) No, but the following arrange-
ments have been made--
(a) Water-a temporary 2" build-

ers' supply line will continue
to be used for the first stage
of the school.

(b) Electricity-a portable power
plant has been provided to
cater for builders and school
needs.

(e) Access roads-a limestone road
has been made from the
corner of Assen and Scott
roads approximately 100
metres in length and this will
serve until subdivision Is fi-
nalised.

UREA
Supplies and Price

Mr CARR, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Is he aware that many farmers

are concerned that urea may be
in very short supply or even un-
available for next season?

(2) Is he aware that uncertainty
also exists concerning the possible
price of any available urea?

(3) Is he aware of rumours that the
supplier of urea, Austral Pacific,
is to sell it overseas rather than to
Australian farmers because of
higher prices overseas?

(4) Will he advise of any information
available to his department con-
cerning the availability and price
of urea next season?

(5) Will he also advise of any in-
formation available to his depart-
ment concerning the availability
and price of ammninumn nitrate
to farmers for next season?

Mr McPHARLIN replied:
(1) and (2) Yes.
(3) Inquiries have been made about

urea, manufactured in Queens-
land. Urea manufacture is de-
pendent on limited supplies of
Roma natural gas. Further In-
quiries are being made.

(4) and (5) Departmental officers are
In consultation with CSBP, the
Western Australian supplier of
urea and manufacturer of am-
monium nitrate. At present there
is no guarantee of adequate sup-
plies of either of these fertillsers.
Price Increases have to be ap-
proved by the Department of Cus-
toms and Excise.

is.

is.

HIGHWAY
Westfield Park to Lynwo~od

Mr EATEMAN, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning:

Further to my question of 14th
November, 1974 regarding the up-
grading of Corfield Street to a
four lane highway, will he further
advise-
(1) On what grounds can a four

lane highway be planned In
1974 to be sited alongside
three primary schools?

(2) Has any consultation been
held between his department,
the Education Department
and the main Roads Depart-
ment on their Joint Involve-
ment in the Corfleld Street
highway?

(3) Would he give an assurance
that the upgrading of Cor-
field Street to a four lane
highway will be reassessed?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) As answered on Thursday, 14th

November, 1974, there are no re-
commendations before rue on the
transportation study in the Lang-
ford, Thorrie and Closnells area.

(2) Consultations required as part of
the study are at an early stage.
Preliminary discussions with the
Main Roads Department only have
taken place.

(3) Any recommendations from the
study for the upgrading of Cor-
field Street will be closely ex-
amined.

STATE LIBRARY
List of1 Publications

Mr A. R. TONIaN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) Is It a requirement of any State

Act that a copy of publications
produced In this State must be
forwarded to the State Library by
the author or publisher?

(2) If so. could details of legislation
and number of copies please be
supplied?

(3) (a) Has a copy of the Pilbara
study report been received by
the State Library;

(b) have copies of the appendices
also been received; If not, is
It intended that this matter
be followed up to ensure that
the public has reasonable ac-
cess to them?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The Copyright Act, 1895. One

COPY.

14.
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(3) (a) Yes.
(b) No, the appendices have not

been published.
The honourable member might
find further information on this
subject which is outside the scope
of this question. In my reply to
question 17 of today.

17. PILB3ARA STUDY GROUP
Appendices to Report

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Industrial Development:
(1) What Is the present situation In

regard to the availability and use
of the Flbara study report ap-
pendices?

(2) Are copies of the appendices
readily available in all other State
capital cities for public perusal?

Mr ZMENSAROS replied:
(1) Except for confidential informa-

tion submitted by companies pur-
suant to the Mining Act, copies
of the appendices to the Pilbara
Study are available for free public
perusal at the following locations
during normal office hours--
(a) Commonwealth Parliament

Library, Canberra.
(b) Department of Industrial De-

velopment Offices, 6th Floor,
Wapet House, 12 St. George's
Terrace, Perth.

Inquirers demonstrating a genuine
need may request photocopies of
sections of the appendices.

(2) Answered by (1).

is. STATE FORESTS
Jarraft and Kart: Use and Replenishment

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Forests:
(1) With reference to question 19

asked on 17th October, what has
been the amount of disparity be-
tween the level of cutting and the
rate of natural increment for the
years 1951, i986 and 1971 in State
forests of-
(a) jarrah;
(b) karri?

(2) What percentages of the esti-
mated natural annual Increment
has the amount of timber cut
from State forests been in the
years 1961, 1965 and 1971 for-
(a) jarrab;
(b) karri?

(3) What was the total amount of-
(a) jarrah;
(b) karri,

being used on an annual basis
by sawmills In the south-west of
Western Australia In the years
1961, 1966 and 1971 from private
land, from Crown land and from
State forest?

Mr RIDGE replied:.
(I)-

(a) arra!
1981

10D71

(b) Rarrd

1988
1971

(a) Janah
1900
1071

(b) Jarrt
1981
190
1971

(a) Jarra
101

1971

19.

Cut cubic Tbe then
metres estimated

natural
Increment
cubic

metres

726 457 090 000
821 879 800 000
770 697 644 00D

218 011
207 027
1985217

cubic
metras

+ 284 848
- 218177
- 16697

204 000 :- 11 011
20500 - 2027
208 000 + 10788

.. 102-7%

.. 121-1%

105:4t
101O A
94-8%

Annual log volume cut by
sawmils on Crw ted, State

forest and private property
cubtc metres

99035
.121061

9(80o0

.... .... .... 272 708
.... .... .... .... 221 870

.... .... .... 212 172

STATE FORESTS
Penntsslble Cut

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Forests:

(1) Since 1955, what has been the
total permissible cut of log tim-
ber per year under the provisions
of the general working plan?

(2) In what years and to what extent
has the actual cut from hardwood
forests been allowed to exceed the
permissible cut?

My RIDGE replied:
(1D-

Year

1965
1966
1967
198
1959
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974

(21 None.

Permissible
Intake

1 226 510
1238915
1 241 237
1178593
1 204 733
1 083 188
10586521
1 116 751
1 105 995
1 091 290

20 to 24. These questions were post poned,
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25, BHIP STEELWORKS
AGREEMENT

Dumping of Waste

Mr A. Rt. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Industrial Development:
(1) Has Clause 29 (2) of the BHiP

Integrated Steel Works Agree-
ment been Invoked?

(2) If (1) Is "Yes" what volume of
such material is currently being
dumped each year in Cockburn
Bound?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) Yes, but to a very minor extent.

and then only to prevent erosion
of the company's seafront prop-
erty or to provide access to the
company's cooling water outfall.

(2) About 200 cubic metres of slag in
all have been deposited so far for
purposes described in answer to
(1). Of the 220-240 000 tonnes. of
slag produced per year much Is
crushed far use as concrete aggre-
gate rail ballast and road metal.
and the balance is used for land
fill on the company's property.

26. WATER SUPPLIES
Pilbara: Sources and Consumption

Mr A. Rt. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:

(1) From what sources do the centres
of Hedland, Karratha, Wickham,
Hoebourne, Point Samson and
Dampier obtain their water
Supply?

(2) In the following periods, what
was the average daily consump-
tion from each source-

1966-67, 1967-68, 1968-69,
1969-70, 1970-71. 1973-74?

(3) Approximately what proportion of
domestic water supply in the
Plbara Is It considered is used on
gardens and towns?

(4) What is the current annual con-
sumption per head of water in-
(a) Perth;
(b) the Pilbara?

Mr O'NZIL replied:
(1) Port Hedland is supplied from

bores at the Yule River and Tur-
ner River. Karratba, Wlckham,
Point Samson and Dampier are
supplied from bores at Millstream
on the Portescue River. Roe-
bourne is supplied from bores
adjacent to the town at the
Harding River.

(2) The average daily consumption ini
gallons from each source was as
follows--

Port mistream Boebourn
Hedlaud

1967 ... 253 000 9800
198748 ... 40D0000 689053
106"-9 *. 797 030 78110
199-0 1*. 80. iic0 j~4W 128786
190M71 1. 1551 100 824560 15655W
1973-74 .. 2390740 4 507306 197000

(3) 70% of the domestic water Supply
in the Pilbara. is considered to be
used on gardens and lawns,

(4) (a) 233 235 litres (51 306 gallons)
for 1973-74.

(b) 417 520 litres (91 855 gallons)
for 1973-74.

27. LAND
Cape Leeuwin: Sussex Location "L"
Mr A. Rt. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Lands:
(1) What is the present status of

Sussex location "L" at Cape
Leauwin and what Is Its area?

(2) What was the price paid by the
State Government for this land?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) It Is presumed the Member is re-

ferring to Sussex location "h"
which is now designated Sussex
location 4608, and is set apart as
Class "A" Reserve No. 32376-
Leenwin National Park, compris-
ing an area of 1 101 .224 1 hectares.

(2) $54420.

28. LAND

Cape Naturoltste: National Park
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Lands:-
(1) On what dates has the WA Con-

servation Council approached the
Minister for lands or the Lands
Department to have land In the
vicinity of Cape Naturaliste ac-
quired for a national park?

(2) (a) Has land in this area ever
been offered to the State
Government for purchase;

(b) If so, what were the dates,
locations Involved and their
areas, and the asking price
for each?

M& RIDGE replied:
(1) 23-7-71, 15-10-71, 10-11-71.
(2) (a) Yes.

(b) 22-3-72-Sussex location 1340
-235.527 0 hectares-
$43 650.

25-10-72-Sussex locations
1341 and 517-249.595 0
hectares-80 000.

30-4-73-Sussex locations
1340, 1341 and 517-
485.1220 hectares-
$120 000.
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18-5-73-Sussex locations
1340, 1341 and 517-
485.122 0 hectares.-122 000.

24-12-73-126 hectares of
Sussex location 1341-
$55 000.

TOWN PLANNUING
Coastal Areas: Erosion

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning:
(1) Further to questions on notice

Nos. 16 asked on 31st October,
1972, and 20 asked on 29th
August, 1974, would he table a
copy of the report published in
August on coastal erosion?

(2) Is this the publication referred to
in his answer to question 20 on
29th August, 1974?

(3) How many copies have been pro-
duced and what has been their
general distribution?

(4) In the light of the answers given
to question on notice Nos. 19
(particularly part 2) asked on
29th August and the resulting
grievance made by the Member
for Vasse on 18th September,
why has merely the publication of
same 14 pages of notes on coastal
erosion been the outcome of sev-
eral years study and review of the
south-west coast?

Mr RUSHTON replied:

(1)

(2)
(3)

Yes, the report is tabled as re-
quested.
Yes.
1 000 copies were produced and a
further 500 are in preparation.
They have been distributed to
Government departments, local
authorities and all organizations
and persons on the department's
participants register.

(4) The coastal erosion report is a
summary of material relative to
erosion. Other data assembled
during the overall studies of
coastal development are used in
planning and development deci-
sions, Including the Present
Mandurah-Eunbury study. I

The report was tabled (see paper No.
401).

30. TOWN PLANNING
Coastal Areas: Report

Mr A. Rt. TONKIN, to the Minister for
urban Development and Town Plan-
ning:
(1) Will he table the report referred

to in Question on notice No. 16
asked on 31st October, 1972?

(2) Is the Town Planning Department
or Board going to publish a report
which "outlines broad policies for
the use and development of the
coast"?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) No.
(2) Such a report will be developed in

consultation with other author-
ities having related responsib-
ilities.

31. TOWN PLANNING
Region Open Space: Studies

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Urban flevelopment and Town
Planning:
(1) What generalized studies on use

and management objectives has
the bMRPA carried out, or is in
the process of carrying out. in
relation to specific areas of "region
open space"

(2) What is the object of these
studies?

(3) What are the numbers and dis-
ciplines of Town Planning De-
partment staff presently engaged
on such studies?

(4) Could a list of areas of "region
open space" be tabled providing
their current tenure status in
broad terms (e.g., Private land,
public land, partially acquired);
present management authority
(e.g., national parks board, local
authority); and proposed designa-
tion (e.g., parkland, national park,
sports arena), and whether a gen-
eralised study has been carried out,
is in progress, or is programmed
for the near future?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) The authority has completed an

assessment and classification of
the land reserved for 'open
space" within the region. After
some preliminary work on man-
agement problems, the authority
is considering the best way of
obtaining the necessary informa-
tion for presentation of recom-
mendation to the Government.

(2) The primary objective of the
assessment and classification
study was to determine approp-
diate uses and to provide a basis
for an examination of manage-
ment problems.

(3) No studies are being undertaken
at present.

(4) The preparation of such informa-
tion for tabling would Impose a
heavy work load and in view of
other commitments, I regret that
I am unable to agree to the re-
quest. However the relevant maps
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and other information may be 34. TOWN PLANNING
examined by the Member at my
office, by arrangement.

32. TOWN PLANNING
Swan and Canning Rivers Plan

Mr A. I. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Urban Development and Town
Planning:
(1) Could a copy of the MIRPA's "A

Plan for the Swan and Canning
Rivers" Please be tabled?

(2) Does the DARPA propose carrying
out, or initiating, a similar study
to produce a detailed policy plan
for the metropolitan coast?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) A copy of the Report is available

In the Parliamentary ibrary.
(2) Yes, in conjunction with environ-

mental and other authorities.

33. WATER SUPPLIES
Wildlife Sanctuaries and Rock

Cat chments
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Water Supplies:
(1) Further to questions on notice 31

asked on 1st April, 1989 and 9
asked on 10th October, 1968, was
the Department of Fisheries and
Fauna approached In regard to
the value as wildlife sanctuaries
of the areas referred to in those
questions or with respect to their
management in conjunction with
the supply of water?

(2) If the answer Is in the negative.
why has this approach not been
made?

(3) How many of the rock catch-
menits surveyed have not been
utilised for water supply?

(4) Which of
dams have
agricultural

the former railway
been disposed of for
or grazing use?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) NO.
(2) The Prime Purpose of the areas is

f or water supply. Correspondence
with the Department of Fisheries
and Fauna on reserves of these
types has indicated that retention
of the reserves for water supply
Purposes is not generally in con-
ifict with those for flora and
f auna.

(3) The Precise number cannot be
stated without considerable re-
search; however, many have not
been utilised for various reasons.
Including limited rock size, lack
of water demand, and finance.

(4) Nil.

Region Op~en Space: Management
Mr A. U. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Urban Development and Town
Planning:
(1) Once land zoned as "region open

space" under the metropolitan re-
gion scheme is assembled in pub-
lic ownership, what Is the deci-
sion-makdig process In deciding
Its precise function, designation
and vesting in the control of an
appropriate management auth-
ority (e.g., national park, wild-
life sanctuary, etc.)?

(2) Has the DARPA or Town Planning
Department contemplated becom-
Ing the final management auth-
ority for some areas of "region
open apace" that do not obviously
come within the Jurisdiction of
existing competent management
authorities (e.g., national Parks
board) ?

(3) Is it true that it is the respon-
sibility of the management aulth-
ority to have prepared and to Im-
plement "design" Plans Such AS
that produced by the DARPA for
the Rockingham lakes?

(4) What steps are taken to ensure
that the designated management
authority will adhere to a "design"
plan prepared by the MEPA?

(5) Is it envisaged that the DARPA
will finance the implementation of
"design" plans which it prepares?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) The Metropolitan Region Plan-

ning Authority Is responsible for
such decisions and they are made
In consultation wit the various
authorities concerned with
recreation and conservation.

(2) The DARPA has given some con-
sideration to the problem. It sees
the possible need for a "Regional
Parks Authority" but has not yet
reached a conclusion as to
whether it should take up this
role. This is a matter which would
require a decision by Government.

(3) There are no defined responsibili-
ties.

(4) In respect of land acquired by the
DARPA, an agreement between It
and the management authority
would ensure satisfactory de-
velopment.

(5) Within the I'mits of its financial
resources, the Authority sees a
responsibility for some develop-
ment work in the short term.
Ultimately this responsibility
should transfer to a sultable
management agency.
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35. TRAMh AND MAIN! SIXS
Cant rolling Legislation

Mr DAVIES. to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Recreation:

Has any decision yet been made
in regard to introducing legisla-
tion for the control of trail and
mini bikes?

Mr STEPHENS replied:
Yes, it is expected the legislation
will probably be ready for intro-
duction In the March Session.

36. This question was postponed.

37. ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Power Line: Eneabba

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Elec-
tricity:
(1) Prior to the restriction on loan

funds to the State Electricity
Commission what was the pro-
posed commencement date of the
132 kV transmission line to Erie-
abba?

(2) What was the estimated cost?
(3) Because of the anticipated one

year delay to this project what
would be the estimated coat at
that time?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
<1) There was no restriction, ratther

a shortage of loan funds. Had such
shortage not arisen, the proposed
commencement date of construc-
tion was April. 1975.

(2) $1.7 million.
(3) $2.0 million.

38. SOLAR AND TIDAL ENERGY
Report

Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister for
Fuel and Energy:

Further to question 43 reported
on page 958 of Hansard under the
title "Solar and Tidal Energy",
would he be able to now table the
Papers as mentioned in such ques-
tion?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
Copies of a report entitled "Dom-
estic Solar Hot Water Systems"
and a paper entitled "Kimberley
Tidal Power Revisited", which
summarise the latest position con-
cerning solar water heating and
tidal power respectively, have been
or are being handed to the Mem-
ber. Copies of the solar water
heating report have been In the
Parliamentary Library for some
time and arrangements have been

made for the tidal power paper
to be included in the Parliament-
ary library also.
The report of the tidal power work
done ten years ago by SOOREAN
is very technical in nature and
few copies are available. However,
if the Member is interested, the
report is available for his inspec-
tion at the office of the Director
of Engineering, Public Works De-
partment, or the Fuel and Power
Commission.

39. RAILWAYS
Boyanup Crossing: Traffic Lights
Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Could he advise the nature of

work being undertaken to the rail-
way system at Boyanup?

(2) As improvements currently under-
taken upgrading the North Boy-
anup road will make this the main
south-west access to Bunbury, can
he advise whether trafic lights
will be Installed at the Boyanup
crossing, the cost involved and
when these works will be com-
pleted?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) and (2) The information sought

by the Member is not readily
available. As soon as it has been
Prepared I will forward It to the
Member.

40. RURAL RECONSTRUCTION
AND MARGINAL DAIRY FARMS

ASSISTANCE SCHEME
Collateral

Mr BLALKIE, to the Treasurer:
(1) Will he advise the security arran-

gements requested by-
(a) rural reconstruction;
(b) Marginal Dairy Farms Assis-

tance Scheme, 1974,
when application for financial
assistance has been approved?

(2) Does the Marginal Dairy Farm As-
sistance Scheme (Commonwealth
Agreement) insist on first mort-
gage requirements for the pur-
chase of bulk milk vats?

(3) Regarding Marginal Dairy Farm
Assistance Scheme, can he sub-
stantiate whether-
(a) first mortgage security is re-

quested by the administrative
body In this State: and

(b) if this scheme was adminis-
tered by the Rural Recon-
struction that this would not
be a requirement?
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(4) If "Yea" to (3) (a), will he under-
take to ensure that the first mort-
gage requirements for the Instal-
lation of bulk milk vats Is waived
because failure to do so will in-
hibit many applicants from avail-
ig themselves of this worthwhile

scheme?
Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) (a) The most effective security

available.
(b) First mortgage or first prior-

ity.
(2) Yes.
(3) (a) Yes.

(b) Not on the basis of present
policy.

(4) No such undertaking is possible
under the Rural and Industries
Bank Act. However, should worthy
individuals requiring bulk milk
vats prove to be seriously incon-
venienced, I shall endeavour to ar-
range alternative financial accom-
modation.

41. CARNARVON-GERALDTON
HIGHWAYS JUNCTION

Improvements

Mr CRANE, to the Minister for
Transport:

With regard to the continued re-
quests being made to the Main
Roads Department by the Shire
of Moora and Individuals and
farmer organisations for Improve-
ment to the Junction of the
Great Northern Highway and
Geraldton Highway at Walebing,
would he indicate if the Main
Roads Department will carry out
this work which Is long overdue
and, if so. when this work will be
commenced?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
This work has not had sufficient
priority to be included in Main
Roads Department works pro-
gramnmes to date. It will be con-
sidered in relation to other works
when formulating the 1975476 pro-
gramme. It Is not possible at this
stage to nominate a commencing
date.

42. ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Power Line: Effect on Northern

Suburbs
Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Electricity:
(1) How many properties north of the

city have been affected by the new
SEC power line?

43.

44.

(2) Would he please provide details
of-
(a) Properties affected;
(b) compensation paid and table

details in each case?
Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) In order to attempt to reply to

this question the Member would
have to specify more precisely
the connotation he puts on the
word "affected"; and also iden-
tify the State Electricity Com-
mission line about which be
wishes to obtain information, as
there are several projects north
of the City of Perth,

(2) (a) and (b) Depending on (1)
above.

TRAFFIC
Fatal Accidents: Percentage

Reduction

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Traffic:
(1) Has the reduction in fatalities on

Western Australian roads been
reflected in other States?

(2) What is the Percentage reduction
or increase In each State, includ-
ing Western Australia?

(3) Would he indicate the reduction
in fatalities, expressed as a per-
centage, In Western Australia In
the-
(a) metropolitan area:
(b) country?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) No, not In all States.
(2) New South Wales--increase 4%

Victoria-decrease 16.3%
Queensland-decrease 5.6%
South Australia--increase 25.7%
Western Australia-ecrease 9.2%

(3) (a) Metropolitan area-ecrease
24.4%

(b) Country areas-increase 3.5%
The above figures are for the
period 1st January. 1974. to
31st October, 1974.

TRANSPORT
City Clipper Bus Service

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Has there been any reduction in-

the use of private motor vehicles
in the Inner city area since the
introduction of the free clipper
service?
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(2) Would he consider extending it
into the West Perth area to cater
for people attending medical and
professional establishments in the
area and through Beaufort, Wal-
cott and William Streets to cater
for people resident in the inner
city area?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) No, the number of private cars

entering the city Is still increas-
ig and we believe it will con-

tinue to do so, as the workforce
increases, unless severe disin-
centives are applied to parking.
We have a parking study under-
way now which has the eventual
aim of determining the size and
nature of these disincentives. A
good city distribution service-
which is what the clipper is-
must be an essential feature of
any programme to discourage
city parking.
We are certain however that the
clipper service has attracted
shopping and recreational jour-
neys into the city which would
not have been made if the clip-
per service did not exist.

(2) The long term thinking of the
MTT is that the east-west clip-
per route should operate be-
tween Plain Street and Thomas
Street. However operation of a
free service on a route of this
length becomes expensive In that
there would be need for it to
function both clockwise and
anti-clockwise.
We have not yet considered
extending the north-south clip-
per route across the railway line
and as I see it we should seek
to expand the east-west service
first.

45. TRANSPORT
Inner City Services:

Christmas Period
Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Transport:

Would he take action to provide
free passage on public transport
to the Inner city at certain times
during the Christmas period to
reduce congestion on the roads
and Provide for Christmas shop-
pers?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
No. I agree the idea is attract-
ive but I think as a matter of
equity we would have to do the
same thing for all major shop-
ping centres in the metropolitan
area and this would be very
expensive.

46 and 47. These questions mere past-

48.

49.

POLICE
Wrongful Arrest or Imprisonment:

Compensation
Mr T. J. BURKE. to the Minister
representing the Minister for Justice:
(1) Is the Government at Present

considering, or aware of, any
claim for compensation for
wrongful arrest or imprisonment?

(2) If so, what are the circumstances?
(3) If language difficulty was a factor

will the Government take action
to provide interpreters in any
case under Investigation where
there Is any risk that the accused
does not understand the Proceed-
ings?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by (1).
(3) Courts ensure that the services

of interpreters are avail able in
appropriate instances.

POLICE
Victims of Violence:

Compensation
Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Justice:
(1) Has the Law Reform Commission

recommended an increase In the
maximum compensation payable
to victims of violence?

(2) If so, what is the new maximum
amount, and when will it be avail-
able to Persons who have suffered
as a result of violent actions of
others?

Mr
(i)

O'NEIh replied:
and (2) The question of the maxi-
mum amounts is being consid-
ered by the commission as part
of a complete review of the
Criminal Injuaries (Compensa-
tion) Act.

50. ELECTORAL DISTRICTS
Enrolmentsa and Quotas

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Justice:
(1) Would he please advise the num-

ber of persons at present enrolled
in-
(a) each Assembly District;
(b) each Council Province?

(2) Which of those listed is at present
out of quota?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) The undermentioned were the

enrolment figures for each of the
Legislative Assembly Districts
and legislative Council Prov-
inces as at 25th November, 1974.
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(a) Assembly Districts:
Metropolitan Area-

Ascot .. 15 410
Balga .. .. ..... . 18201

calu .. ... ... ... 23 901

C o clrbn... .. 17 616
Cottealoe 1 899
Baut Melville ... .. 17 357
Florit ... .. .. 16 803
Fremrantle 16 474
Karrnyup 21 986

Maylnds..* 16 343
Melvlle..* 16 082

Morly ... ... ... 1041
MutHawthorn .. 16 60

mount Lawley .. ... 16 370
Netdo .. ..n..d.. 16 439
Perth ... 14 634
Scarborouh 16205
BOuth =eh 15038
Sublaco. ................... 14 11
Swan.............17037
Victoria Per...........1 132
Welshpool...........17 071

Agricultural, Minag and Pastors lAre-
Albany 7 966
Avon 7 693
Dloulder-Diunda.........7870
Dunbury.............60
collie................ ..... 769
Dale......................11340
OelAidton .................... Sta
Greenough .............. 7 364
Kalamound...........10 083
Kalgoorlie............7100

Kate ... ... ... 7510
MerrM.- _- arn7 277

Moore.......................7312
mount Marshall.................6 840
Mundarleg...................9 089
Murray....... .. ......... 8 691L
Narrogin ..................... 7801
Rockinghamn..................9 467
ROa...............075
Stirling..................7 862
Toodyay.................19019
Vasse.............8432
Warren .. .. ... 7 31

wemaion ... .... ... 416 207 087
North-Weat-Mnrehiaon.Ryre Area-

Gascyn.................38354
Kinibrley4 338

M r inso-yre 2 219
Plbam...............10265

£0856

Total: 617 26

(b) Council Provinces:
Metropolitan Area-

Metropolitan 77 736
NrhMetropoltan ... .. 86492

NrhEsmetropolitan 88 41
South MetropoUtan 67 729
South-East Metropoitan ... 82051

Agricultural, Mining and Pastoral Ame-
central....... ................ 2236
Lower Central.................225339
Lower West........29707
South........... .. 23902
South-East...................22337
South-Wet................23 18"
7pUer Wet...................22 909

st, ... ... ... .. 18191

North-Weet-Mnreblson-Eyre Area-
Lower North ..
North ..

6 073
14 783

SSV 515

207 087

20856

Total : 617 282

(2) On the enrolment figures for the
Metropolitan, and agricultural,
mining, and pastoral areas m at
that date the districts which
would exceed by one-filth or
more or fail short of by one-Mfth

51.

or more the quota f or those dis-
tricts are-

Canning
Karrinyup
Dale
Toodyay
Mount Marshall

HEALTH
Septic Tanks: Waste Disposal

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Health:
(1) Would he please identify locations

where liquid waste from septic
tanks Is dumped In the metropoli-
tan area?

(2) What action is taken to control
health risks at these sites?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) (a) Lot 40 Warton Street, Janda-

kot.
(b) Beasley Road, Batemnan.
(c) Lot 84 Bannister Road, Can-

nlngton.
(d) Southern River Road, Goa-

neils.
(e) Lot 383 Boronia Avenue,

Kewdale.
(f) Onangara Pine Plantation.
(g) Franirland Road, Wattleup.

(2) Site supervision by local health
authorities.

52. LOTTERIES
Coolibak Tavern: Raffle of Motora

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Chief Sec-
retary'.

With reference to Inquiries re-
garding a certain lottery heid at
the Coolibab. Tavern, Morley. in
March this year-
Ca) would he advise the House

who provided the car which
was raffled;

(b) was the person who Provided
the car In the used car busi-
ness at the time;,

(c) 'what were the total proceeds
from the raffle;

(d) what amount of these pro-
ceeds was paid to the per-
son or company which pro-
vided the vehicle which was
raffled?

Mrt STEPHENS replied:,
(a) to (d) As this matter is to be the

subject of court proceedings on
23rd January. 1975, the informs-
tion cannot be made available at
this stage.

53. ]PRISONS
Canning Vale and Fremantle

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Chief Secre-
tary:
(1) When Is It anticipated the new

detention centre at Canning Vale
will be completed?

3776
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(2)

(3)

Is It intended to close Fremantle
gaol. on its completion?
If "Yes" what use is Intended for
the gaol or the land on which It
Is at present located?

Mr STEPHENS replied:
(1) The long stay maximum security

unit of 250 beds is scheduled for
completion in October, 1977.

(2) No. Fremantle Prison Provides
accommodation for up to 060 in-
mates. It Is hoped that Fremantle
Prison will become redundant
upon the completion of the second
unit of the Canning Vale comn-
plex. The Department of Correc-
tions' forward planning requires
the use of Fremantle Prison until
1983.

(3) This has not yet been considered.

54. PRISONS
Periodic Detention

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Chief Sec-
retary:
(1) Is the Government considering

introduction of periodic deten-
tion?

(2) If so, when is it likely to be intro-
duced?

Mr STEPHENS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) No firm decision has yet been

made.

55. HOUSING
Number Constructed and Outstanding

Applications
Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Housing:
(1) What is the total number of-

(a) units;
(b) single houses:
(c) pensioner units:
(d) single units,
constructed in each of the last
three years?

(2) Would he indicate the number of
applications at present outstand-
ing for-
(a) accommodation of any type;
(b) single residence for rental;

Mr
(1)

1973-1974 ..
19'72-1973 ..
1071-1972 ..

(c) Purchase?
O'NEIL replied:
Housing units completed by
State Housing Commission
the whole of the State-

Single
Detached

Houses and
Duplex Town
Unite Houses
1 199
1721
1 713

535
244
276

(2) (a) and (b) Applications for
rental are not separated In
this manner and the total
Dumber outstanding is 8519.

(c) 5 564.

56. NORTH PERTH SCHOOL
Playi Area and Library-resource

Centre
Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:
(1) Will he assure the House that the

extension of playing space at the
North Perth school will be under-
taken in the next financial year?

(2) Would he Indicate when a library-
resource centre will be Prodided
at that school?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) This project is listed for consid-

eration in the 1975-76 loan pro-
gramme. Actual implementation
will depend on the availability of
funds and the procedures neces-
sary to demolish houses and close
Olive Street.

(2) Library-resource centres will be
provided at all primary schools as
finance becomes available. It is
not possible at present to indicate
Just when the North Perth Prim-
ary school will receive this facility.

57. HIGHGATE SCHOOL
Library-resource Centre

Mr T. J. BURKE. to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:

When will the library-resource
centre which was to be prodided
at Highgate school this Year be
built?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
Highgate is to be scheduled for an
upgrading Programme, Including
a resource centre, from funds
anticipated in 1976.

58.

the
for

EAST PERTH SCHOOL
Closure

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:
(1) Is the East Perth school to be

closed at the end of this year?
(2) If so, In view of the fact that this

Is a deprived area, will he assure

Apartments single
Pensioners

62 176
40

43
108
120

Pensioner
Couples

22
20
37

Total
I1984
2 133
2 579
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the House that particular atten-
lion will be given to the needs of
children who would have attended
East Perth In 1975, and provide
them with tree transport to the
nearest alternative school?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes. Transport will be provided to

the flighgate primary school.

59. SCHOOLS AND HIGH SCHOOLS
Exvendfture

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:
(1) What Is the total expenditure

Proposed by the Government on
schools in this financial year?

(2) Which schools are involved?
(3) flow much will be spent on each?
(4) What are the details of expendi-

ture in each case?
Mr MENSAROS replied:

(1) As reported in the Budget, the
Government Will spend
$152 125 000 from the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund and
$15 250 000 from the General Lan
Fund on schools In this financial
year.

(2) to (4) Separate allocations are
not made to individual schools but
every school will benefit from the
total Budget provision.

60. REGIONAL OFFICES

Establishment
Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Premier:
(1) How many regional offices have

been established by the Govern-
ment since its election?

(2) Where are they located and what
is the staffing of each?

(3) Have officers in charge been
selected on the basis of particu-
lar knowledge or Interest in re-
gional administration?

(4) If so, would he please give
details?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) to (4) As stated in the Govern-
ment's policy for the State March
general elections, the target for
regional centres Is to have the
first regional centre opened within
the first Year of coming into of-
flee and the whole system operat-
ing within the life of ths Parlia-
ment.
Action is at present proceeding to
this effect.

61. STOCK EXCHANGE
Protection of Clients

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Premier:
Has the Government taken any
action to-
(a) Identify those penalised by

the stock exchange following
the Report of the Senate
Select Committee on Securi-
ties and Exchange:

(b) Is it aware of the reasons for
action taken against members
of the exchange;

(c) what action has the Govern-
ment taken to protect the
Interests of clients of the
stock exchange in the future?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(a) The Government has received a

confidential report from the stock
exchange on the action taken. The
report identified those penalised.

(b) Yes.
(c) The Securities Industry Act. 1970

now provides protection against
certain offences. The stock ex-
change is charged with the res-
ponsibility to protect the clients
of its members. Further legislative
action is under consideration
pending the introduction of the
proposed national securities legis-
lation in the Commonwealth Par-
liament.

62. TOURISM
Film of Perth

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Tourism:

With reference to my question 14
of Thursday, 24th October-
(1) Were tenders called for the

film for the Department of
Tourism referred to in that
question?

(2) If not, why?
(3) Was any company other than

Shepheard, Baker & Sullivan
of Subiaco given the oppor-
tunity to submit a proposal to
the Department to make the
film?

(4) If not, why?
Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) No.
(2) It is common in film making to

have discussions with selected
firms considered to have the skill
and organisation in the particular
field. Contact was made with
three companies.

(3) Firm proposals were received from
two organisations for the making
of the fim of which the proposal
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of Shepheard, Baker and Sullivan
was the more attractive and least
expensive.

(4) Anwered by (3).

63. STATE FINANCE
Commornwealth Allocations, 1972-1975

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Premier:
Would he indicate the total
amount of money provided to the
State by the Australian Glovern-
mnent in each of the last three
financial years?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
This information is set out in the
publication Payments to or for the
States and Local Goverrnment
Ant horities 1974-75, a copy of
which is available In the Parlia-
mentary Library.

84. IMMIGRATION
Building Company Nomination Scheme

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Immigration:
(1) Has he had any approach from

Landalls to have the Building
Company Nomination Scheme re-
Introduced?

(2) Has there been an approach from
any other building company on
the subject? If yes, would he give
details?

Mr ORAYDEN replied:
(1) No.
(2) No approach has been made to me

by any building company for re-
introduction of the scheme. How-
ever, Realty Development Corpor-
ation Pty, Ltd. did approach for
clarification of Press reports re-
g ar d ing termination of the
scheme.

85. TOWN PLANNING
Kwinana Freeway Extension: Transcript

Mr T. J. BUIRKE, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning:

Would he assure the House that
a full transcript of the hearings
regarding the southern extension
of the Swinana Freeway will be
made available to Members be-
fore any further action Is taken on
the proposed extension?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
If the amendment to the scheme
is approved by the Governor as
provided in the Act, the report
of the authority on objections and
the transcript will be tabled in
both Houses of Parliament.

66.

cow

Soc

4th I1

POLICE
Officers and Cadets: Number

Mr T, J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Police:
(1) What is the total number of:

(a) policemen;
(b) policewomen?

(2) What is the number of each rank
in each instance?

(3) How many cadets are at present
in training?

(4) How many cadets is it intended
to recruit this financial year?2

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) (a) 2007.

(b) 38.
(2) Commissioner of Police 1..

Senior Assistant Commis-
sioner .... . . .. 1 1

Assistant commissioners ..- 2
Chief superintendent .... .... 1
Superintendents ...-... 21
Senior inspectors ..... 17

* Inspectors .... ... . 20
Sergeants first class ... . 55

* Sergeants second class ...130
t Sergeants third class .... .... 193

Detective sergeants first class 15
Detective sergeants second

class .... .... .... .. .. 26
Detective sergeants third class 30
Senior detective constables 18
First class detective cons-
Dtaev contale 7t1yar2

Detective constables 4th year 36
*Includes 1 Inspector, women police
SIncludes I women police

t Includes 2 women police
ables : 'Female Male

ir Constables..............195
constables.............. 362
Cr. constables 3 143
Cr. constables 10 118

onstables:
3Md Yr. constables
2nd Yr. constables,
1st Yr. constables

(3) 79.

67.

Female Kale
146
170
225

(4) Nil (cadets, not recruits).

PEDESTRIAN CROSSING
St. George's Terrace

Mr T. J. BURKE to the Minister for
Traffic:
(1) When was approval given for the

Installation of pelican type pedes-
trian crossings In St. George's
Terrace between William and
Barrack Streets?

(2) What Is the reason for the delay
in their installation?

(3) When are they likely to be In-
stalled?
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Mr O'CONNOR replied: (b) assur regard is had for Pro-
(1) Approval in principle to the use

of pelican type pedestrian cros-
sings was given by the Road Traf-
fic Safety Authority twelve months
ago although specific approval to
these sites has not been requested
since the equipment is not yet
available.

(2) Delays have been experienced due
to the successful tenderer failing
to supply the necessary equip-
ment. Alternative sources of slup-
ply are at present being inves-
tigated.

(3) Installation date will be depen-
dent on the ability to obtain the
required equipment.

TRAIFIC
Perth City Centre: Daily

Count
Mr T. J. BURiKE, to the Minister for
Traffic Safety:

What is the total number of
private motor vehicles entering the
city each day via--
(a) William Street;
(b) Narrows Bridge;
(c) Causeway:
(d) Wellington Street, West:
(e) Ouildford Road;
(f) Thomas Street?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(a) to (f) The information required

by the Member Is not readily
available and will take some little
time to collate. I will forward it to
the Member as soon as possible.
I should explain that there is a
matter of interpretation involved
in the question, Traffic flows on
these thoroughfares each day, and
the honourable member has not
specified any particular day. Or
does he mean the total number
of vehicles, each day, ad iitftnd-
turn? I presume he wants an
approximate number for each day
of any given week.

Mr T. J. Burke: Any informiation you
could supply would be appreciated.

69. MOTOR VEHICLES
Exhaust Emission: Safeguard

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Traffic Safety:

In view of evidence which in-
dicates that poor exhaust design
may have been responsible for the
Incident at City Beach earlier this
year In which two young children
were burned to death would he-
(a) require the manufacturer to

recall all cars of this par-
ticular model for inspection;

Per standards of safety in the
manufacture of exhaust as-
sembiles of cars on Western
Australian roads;

(c) Instruct Police to Pay Par-
ticular attention to exhaust
systems when cars are In-
spected?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(a) The matter will be held

pending the Coroner's finding
when appropriate action will
be taken.

(b) Yes. A copy of the findings
of the Department -of Motor
Vehicles will be forwarded to
the Vehicle Performance
Committee.

(c) Yes. This request has also
been brought to the notice
of the vehicle examiners of
the Department of Motor
Vehicles.

70. DRIVERS' LICENSES
Identeation Photograph

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Police:

is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to introduce motor drivers'
licenses carrying ID photographs?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
This matter is currently under
consideration and Will be in-
fluenced by the results obtained
from the New South Wales find-
ings regarding comiputerisation.

7. MOTOR VEHICLES
Parking: Inner City

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Local Government:
(1) What Is the capacity for park-

ing-
(a) kerbside;
(b) local authority off-street

parking;
(c) private off-street parking in

the Perth inner city area?
(2) What action has the Government

taken to control the availability
of Parking space for Private cars
In the inner city area?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) Consultants are at present cor-

relating figures for Presentation
in a report on parking that is
expected to be available in about
six weeks. In the meantime I
understand that the Perth City
Council has available most of the
information requested and will
make It available to the Member
on request.
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(2) The Perth City Council Is the
authority responsible for park-
Ing in the Inner city area. The
Government will consider whe-
ther any action by it is neces-
sary alter reviewing the report
of the consultants.

72. HOUSING
Perth Electorate: Purcass

by Commission
Mr T. J. BURKE. to the Minister for
Housing :
(1) How many homes have been pur-

chased by the Commission in the
Perth electorate?

(2) Where Is each located?
Mr O'NEIL replied:

I preface my answer by pointing
out that the State Housing Com-
mission does not keep records on
the basis of Legislative Assembly
electorates. The answer Is--
(1) and (2) Up to the 1IM No-

vember, 1874. 136 houses have
been purchased by the Hous-
Ing Commission In the Perth
metropolitan area and the
location of these is referred
in the attached schedules
which I seek leave to table.

The papers were tabled (see paper
No. 403).

73. PERTH TECHIMCAL
COLLEGE SITE

Sale
Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Premier:

Is It the Intention of the Gov-
ernment to sell the site on which
the Perth Technical College is at
present located in St George's
Terrace?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
A decision as to the future of the
site has not been reached.

74. CASINO COMPLEX
Exmnouth

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Premier:
Is the Government in favour of
proposals submitted by Mr M. G.
Kaills for a casino complex at
Exmouth Gulf?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
As the Report of the Royal Com-
mission into Gambling is still
under consideration, no decision
has yet been made.

75. MEMBERS OP PARLIAMENT
Register of interests

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Premier:
(1) Further to my question 12 of

Tuesday 6th August regarding the
need for a register of interests of

Members of Parliament has the
Government secured full details
of the Australian Government's
proposals and the decisions of the
House of Commons?

(2) if yes. has a study been made of
the proposals?

(3) is the Government prepared to
support a register of Interests for
Members of the Western Austra-
lian Parliament?

(4) Ut not, why not?
Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) Not all received.
(2) Answered by (1).
(3) The matter is the subject of a

motion on the Notice Paper.
(4) Answered by (3).

76. FUEL OIL
Tax

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Treasurer:
is it the intention of the Govern-
ment. to follow its NOW counter-
part and introduce a further tax
on fuel?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
Not at this stage.

'17. DOGS AND CATS REFUGE
HOMES

Government Allocation
Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Treasurer:

Has the Government made any
contribution In the last 5 years
to-
(a) the dogs refuge home
(b) the cats refuge home?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(a) No.
(b) Yes. A sum of $2 000 was granted

in June, 1974 to help meet the
cost of extending the surgery.

78. PUBLIC RELATIONS
Government Departments: Expenditure

Mr T. J. BURKE. to the Treasurer:
(1) How much has the Government

spent since its election with com-
mnercial public relations organisa-
tions?

(2) W~hich organisations are involved
and how much was spent with
each?

(3) What are the details of each pro-
ject?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) to (3) The Member will be ad-

vised when the information has
been collated by the Public Ser-
vice Board.
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79. ENVIRONMENTAL (2) (a) Yes.
PROTECTION

BHiP Steelworks: Plan

Mr A. R. TONIN, to the Minister
for Industrial Development:
(1) Further to question 19 on 11th

September, 1974, could a copy of
plan F.H.T.C.M. 6/6 referred to
at clause 29 of the BHP Inte-
grated Steel Works Agreement Act
be tabled?

(2) What Is the size of the area with-
in the boundaries referred to?

(3) What Is the general composition
of "slag and refuse normal to a
steelworks"?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) The requested plan will be tabled.
(2) The Question of slag treatment

and disposal will be the subject
of discussion when proposals for
the steel industry are submitted.
Alterations to the original agree-
ment are already under study.

(3) The normal refuse of a steel works
includes blast furnace slag, steel
works slag, and discarded ladle
and furnace linings, for which a
number of uses have been de-
veloped in modern times and will
be studied at the appropriate
time.

80. WATER SUPPLIES
Underground Resources: Effect on

Wetlands

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Water Supplies:
(1) Are wetland areas like-

(a) Lakes Jandabup, Onangara.
Goollelal, Joondalup, MeNess,
Neerabup, and Pinjar; and

(lf) Lakes Bibra, Jandakot.
Thompson and Pangabup,

surface expressions of water levels
in unconfined aquifers. e.g., Onan-
gara and "Jandakot" Mounds?

(2) In view of the apparent future
heavy draw (as high as an ex-
pected 33% in 1991) proposed on
underground resources for metro-
politan water supply-

()have possible environmental
Implications been studied;

(b) what is the likely effect in
regard to surface water levels
of existing metropolitan wet-
lands?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) Generally, yes: although detailed

drilling may disclose occasionally
the existence of a minor degree of
water perching.

I1.

(b) The effect will vary from
Place to place and water
levels will be monitored pro-
gressively. The relevant fac-
tors are many, not the least
of which are the variations
in annual rainfall.

QUESTIONS (4): WITHOUT NOTICE
TOURISM

Film of Perth

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Tourism:

My question relates to question
62 today, and is as follows--
(1) Will the Minister please ad-

vise the names of the three
companies contacted?

(2) What was the name of the
organisation whose proposals
were rejected?

(3) Would the Minister advise
whether the person, Shep-
heard, a partner of the firm
given the contract, is the
same person who-
(a) assisted in the organisa-

tion and running of an
information service for
the Liberal Party prior to
the last election and,

(b,) helped organise and led
a demonstration from the
Esplanade to the Trades
Hall earlier this year?

Mr ORAYDEN replied:
(1) to (3) As I have no knowledge of

the matters raised In the honour-
able member's question, I ask him
to place the question on the no-
tice paper; I will be pleased to ob-
tain the information.

2. EN4VRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Mandurah Foreshore

Mr SHALDERS, to the Minister for
Conservation and Environment:

What action will the Minister
take to protect what remains of
the foreshore environment on the
western side of Ormsby Terrace
In the Mandurah Shire, north of
the portion of that road which is
completely eroded?

Mr STEPHENS replied:
I thank the honourable member
for adequate notice of the ques-
tion, the answer to which is as
follows--

MY department is not directly
Involved in the control of ero-
sion In this area. The problem
is being dealt with by my col-
league, the Minister for Works.
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I understand from him that Dr
Sylvester of the Enineering
Department of the University
of Western Australia. has been
commissioned to prepare a re-
port on what can be done to
arrest the erosion problem.
This report is now being evalu-
ated within the Public Works
Department.

3. EALTH
Whales: Mercury Content

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Health:

Further to the question without
notice I asked yesterday, has he
yet received information relating
to the survey conducted by the
Public Health Department on the
mercury content In whale species?

Mr RIDGE replied:
Yea, the Information is submitted
herewith for tabling.

Tthe information was tabled (see
paper No. 403).

4. TRUSTEE COMPANIES
Commissions

Mr BERTRAM, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Justice:

With reference to the Bills to
amend the Perpetual Executors
Trustees and Agency Company
(W.A.) LWd. Act and the West
Australian Trustee Executor and
Agency Company Limited Act, and
in respect of each of the com-
panies concerned, will he state-
(1) What was the total cominms-

sion collected in each of the
five Years ended the 30th
June, 1974, for-
(a) Corpus,
(b) income?

(2) What was the total corpus
from estates handled in each
of the five years ended the
30th June, 1974?

(3) What was the total income
from estates collected for
each of the five Years ended
the 30th June, 1974?

Mr O NXIL replied:
(1) to (3) The Minister for Jus-

tice has asked me to thank
the honourable member for
giving him notice of the qutes-
tion. However, the informa-
tion is not available at present
and, appreciating that the
honourable member would
need it in discussing the Bills
before the Parliament, I am

advised that it is hoped to be
able to supply the information
same time during the after-
noon.

PENSIONERS
Inquiry into Benefits and Concessions:

Grievance

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) [3.02
p.m.): The grievance I raise today is raised
more in hope than in anger, and relates
to pensioner benefits and concessions.

Earlier this month I received a request
from the Secretary of the State Parlia-
mentary Labor Party to make a submis-
sion on behalf of members to an advisory
committee concerning a Government in-
quiry into pensioner benefits and conces-
sions. I conducted quite a deal of
research into this matter. I was aware
of several factors of my own knowledge
which I would like to put forward to the
committee, but I also took the opportunity
to contact local senior citizens' organisa-
tions and branches of the Australian Pen-
sioners League.

I found from the branch representatives
of the Australian Pensioners League that
there was some disquiet about the forma-
tion of the comittee and they were re-
luctant to supply any information to me.
So only yesterday morning I took it upon
myself to visit the headquarters of the
Australian Pensioners League and I talked
to the general secretary, (Mr Cooper). As
a result of my discussions with him I
found-and at this point I want to make
certain that the House knows that he did
not come to me; he did not ask to take
the matter up with mne-that there has
been something of a running battle be-
tween the league and the Government,
because the league is most anxious to have
someone on the committee who is in-
terested; who is living on a pension; who
will be able to give first-hand knowledge
of what It is like to live on a pension, and
some of the real benefits that could accrue
from any concession the Government was
able to give. I do not think this is un-
reasonable.

I found there bad been some corres-
pondence back and forth between the
league and the Government. Firstly, I
want to point out that, initially, the com-
mittee was to be composed of six members,
but eventually the number finished up at
seven.

On the 18th September the Minister for
Health attended the annual general meet-
ing of the Australian Pensioners League
and saw installed for the second or third
time-I am not sure which-the president
of the league, who is Mrs Quinn. The
Minister sat right through the installation
ceremony, but the very next day he ad-
dressed a letter-dated the 19th September
-to Mr TF. KannIs, President. Australian
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Pensioners League. Obviously the minis-
ter did not reaitse that Mrs Quinn was the
President, although he had actually seen
her Installed.

However, he wrote to Mr Kannis as
President, either knowingly or unknowingly
giving him the incorrect title. I feel that
he did write to Mr Kannis thinking he was
the President to ask him to represent the
Australian Pensioners League on the com-
mittee of Inquiry otherwise surely he Would
not have written to him as the president
of the organisation.

As I have said, he Invited Mr Kannis. as
President of the Australian Pensioners
League, to sit on the committee, and
Pointed out that the other members of the
committee would be-

Mr P. N. Gorton (Chatrman)-Deputy
Director, Department for Com-
munity Welfare.

Mr G. Robinson (Secretary) -Depart-
ment for Community Welfare.

Mr J. W. Coleman, Secretary, Tades
& Labor Council, W.A.

Mrs K. 0. Griffin, Canning Town
Councillor.

Mr P. 0. Pirkins, Director, Chamber
of Commerce.

Mr W. Harwood, President, Council of
Social Services of W.A.

Mrs J. N. Shearer, President. Country
Women's Association of W.A.

All of those members are admirable People,
but none of them is a pensioner, and the
little I know of them is that they are
people who are not likely to be pensioners
ink the very near, or even perhaps the dis-
tant. future.

I also noticed, after the letter had been
received, that an additional member had
been appointed-one Mr J. C. fles--who
is unknown to me, but here again I am
told he is not a pensioner.

Taking one's mind right back, and bear-
Ing in mind that Mr Kannis was not the
president of the league, the league asked
if It could appoint an executive officer-
perhaps Mr Cooper, the secretary, or Mrs
Quinn, the president--as a direct repre-
sentative on the committee who would be
able to give first-hand knowledge from
his own experience not only f or the
benefit of members of the committee but
also for the benefit of all pensioners In
Western Australia.

Correspondence went back and forth be-
tween the Minister for Community W0lfare
and the Australian Pensioners League, and
then the league got In touch with the
Premier; it wrote to him finally on the 19th
November. I checked to ascertain whether
that letter was replied to and I have
been informed It was answered this
morning by the Premier. In that letter
the Premier again says that he doe not

feel there is a Place for any representative
from the league on the committee and
that the other members who have been
appointed are best able to know what the
pensioners require and to bring down
recommendations accordingly.

In his letter the Premier suggests that
if the pensioners league comes forward
and makes a submission It would. in that
way, be best helping itself. I cannot agree
with the Premier's contention on this. He
goes on to say that he regrets the league
wants to make this matter a political one.
but I want to emphasis here that the
league did not approach me on this ques-
tion-I went to the league. I give the
Premier that assurance. It was only when
I found I was meeting so much reluctance
when trying to obtain Information from
the Australian Pensioners League branches
that I decided to visit its head office to
see what it could do. At head office I
found there had been some protests from
30 branches that there is no direct repre-
sentative of the league on the committee
of inquiry.

The SPEAKER: The honourable member
has three minutes.

Mr DAVIES: This committee was estab-
lished as a result of an election promise
given in the middle of March by the
Premier when he was at Jarrahdale. Part
of the news release he issued at that time
reads as follows-

The Liberal Party will hold an im-
mediate and total review of the whole
range of concessions made to pen-
sioners in this State if elected to
govern on March 30.

As I think the member for Collie and I
have pointed out on other occasions, we
were led to believe that the committee
was under way, but it was only in October
last that initial moves were made and the
committee was formed, and I believe it
could do some good. However, it will not
do the greatest good if it cannot obtain
the utmost co-operation from the people
who are most affected. As admirable a per-
son as Mr Kannis is-I understand he is
a Perth businessman and a director. man-
ager, or owner of one of the large firms of
opticians In Perth-in his own occupa-
tion he must be an extremely busy person.
I believe the committee will sit on two
afternoons a week, and Mr Kann]s has
admitted to the league that he could find
it difficult to lit in the time.

I do not want to decry Mr Kannis in
any way. He has done some good work
for the league at his own expense. How-
ever, he is not a Pensioner; nor is he
ever likely to be until the means test Is
withdrawn. There Is not a person on the
committee of inquiry who has had actual
experience of existing on the pension.
Surely In the league there is someone
whom the Government could choose to
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sit on the committee. I have only to speak
of those admirable people, the president
and the general secretary, both of whom
are very alert and are very anxious to
make a contribution.

I know that having decided on the com-
mittee, the Government may be reluctant
to add another member, but I would point
out that after the announcement as to
who would comprise the committee, an
additional member was appointed in the
Person of Mr Haines. The committee will
not commence sitting until next week so
it is not too late to appoint someone from
the league and at least the committee
would then have the benefit of what that
person Is able to offer.

I believe a tremendous amount of good-
will will go to the Government If it accepts
the offer made by the league. If the in-
terpretation is that the league was inclined
to become political, this was certainly not
intended. I believe the Government will
win many friends if it agrees to the pro-
posal.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Premnier) r3.12 p.m.]: I make the follow-
ing comments regarding the points raised
by the member for Victoria Park. First
of all I am sorry the Australian Pen-
sioners League head office has seen fit to
go Political. Regardless of w hat the hon-
ourable member might say, he has only
to read the letter of the 19th November
to realise that it has gone political-at
least the secretary has-and this is most
unfortunate.

The Government made a policy declara-
tion that it would establish a very com-
prehensive inquiry to consider the total
question of concessions and fringe bene-
fits to Pensioners, and this was declared
for a very good reason. There is not a
member in this Chamber who Is not beset
by all sorts of representations from pen-
sioners and other similar bodies prior to,
but particularly during, election cam-
paigns. They want this fringe benefit,
that fringe benefit, Some concession, or a
change in the nature of social services
whether they be State or Federal. We
get the lot in the middle of an election
campaign.

It appeared to me and my colleagues
that some serious anomalies existed and
that the whole thing had been done on a
piecemeal, ad hoc basis. Every now and
then a Gvovernment made a change here
or there, and the difference between the
States is very marked.

Of course, some pensioners come here,
having received a certain benefit in South
Australia or Victoria, and when they find
they do not get It here, they immediately
want it. They are not the slightest bit
impressed when told that the best overall
benefits in Australia are given here in
Western Australia. They dismiss that and

(t237

again repeat that they obtained some other
benefit in South Australia, etc.. which
was not obtainable here.

So it was decided that It would be de-
sirable to establish an inquiry with com-
petent people who could listen to sub-
missions from all those who are interested;
and we assume that all bodies will co-
operate so that the Government can re-
ceive the benefit of this study and then
make a deliberation as to how far It can
go to iron out the anomalies and, maybe,
progressively extend some of the benefits.

It was our intention that at an appro-
priate time we would discuss the matter
with other States and, possibly, the Com-
monwealth. Because of the greater amount
of travel undertaken by pensioners these
days--and I believe it will increase-it
would be helpful to them if there could
be a degree of uniformity between the
States, without our being slaves to uni-
formity In the matter.

The motives of the Government wore
good. We said we would do it immediately,
and I can assure the honourable member
that although the committee was not set
up until later, the actual departmental
work on the policy statement was under-
taken straightaway because a rest deal
of preparation is necessary before a com-
mittee of this calibre can start work. We
did not want to waste the time of the com-
mittee members on a lot of routine detailed
work. We wanted them to get right down
to the job they were told to do and to
make their evaluation of the situation
based on the evidence they received.

The only people who have objected on
this matter are the members of the Aus-
tralian Pensioners League, and I am
amazed that they have objected because,
first of all, it makes good sense to have
a group of people from varied walks of
life on the committee. Members opposite
must admit we were not party political.
We appointed Mr Coleman and he Is
hardly a Government supporter. We hope
that he will facilitate the actual submis-
sion of evidence from a number of quarters
including people closely connected with
members on the other side of the House.

We established the committee and in-
cluded on it is Mr Kannis. I do not think
the honourable member appreciates his
standing amongst all pensioners not only
throughout the whole of Australia but
also in other parts of the world. I know
of no man who has done so much for
them and who has so much respect from
the pensioners themselves as has this man.
That he Is a businessman and is busy does
not seem to worry him at all. He has
given a fantastic amount of his time end,
I understand, much of his money as wll,
to the cause. He is a person who seems
to have some dedication about wanting to
help People who have fewer opportunities
and less capacity to help themselves than
he does.

3705



3788(ABSE2MLY.]

In my Opinion it was a very desirable
appointment because he has a tremendous
knowledge of the real problems of the pen-
sioners and Particularly of those who are
members of the league not only here, but
also in the other States, because members
must bear in mind that we were very anxi-
Otis to ascertain what was going onl in the
other States.

NOW, for some extraordinary reason, the
league executive in this State has seen fit
to make an issue of this. its argument is
that unless a person Is a pensioner he can-
not make an intelligent assessment of the
situation. if we follow that to its logical
conclusion, we must say that if we ap-
Pointed a Royal Commission into murder
we would have to have a Royal Commnis-
sioner who had committed a murder. It
is as silly as that.

I understand there are some 40 bodies
interested In this inquiry and they will all
Want to make their submissions. if the
Government agrees to the appointment of
a representative of the Australian Pen-
sioners League the others would want a
representative appointed also, and these
include the Civilian Maimed and Limbless
Association, the war widows, and the dosen
and one other bodies which have a special
Interest

Mr Davies: Why not have a pensioner?
Sir CHARLES COURT: They would all

want representation.
The SPEAKER: The Premier has an-

other three minutes.
Sir CHARLES COURT: We do not want

a "running battle" with the league, as has
been suggested by the member. We are
trying to get the league to co-operate. I
have agreed to see some of them because
they will find in the final analysis that it
Is much better for them to make submis-
sions of evidence based on their own ex-
perience so that an evaluation can be made
rather than have on the committee a per-
son who bears their "brand". Such a per-
son could be sorely embarrassed, if, for
instance a unanimous report was sub-
mitted, including the name of the league
representative, when, as a league it had
expressed views contrary to those in the
report after the evidence had been con-
sidered.

Mr Davies: When the Minister wrote to
the league and called Mr Kannis the
President, did he think he was inviting the
executive officer of the league to join?

Sir CHARLES COURT: If the Minister
for Community Welfare, by some mis-
chance, thought he was the president. I
am not responsible for this but I1 would not
regard the matter as being serious.

Mr Davies: He saw Mrs Quinn installed
the day before.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Some people can
be very clever when making a criticism,

Mr Davies: It is not a matter of being
clever, but of common sense.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The honourable
member knows inadvertent mistakes are
made from time to time. I do not excuse
the Minister, and he would not want to
be excused. If he made a genuine mistake,
that is too bad. However, he would have
known, as I know, that Pr Kannis is not a
pensioner in the ordinary way, but a work-
er for pensioners throughout the whole
length and breadth of Australia. Some of
the letters we receive about his work are
letters I would be very proud to have
written about me.

Mr Davies: You are getting away from
the point.

Sir CHARLES COURT: So the honour-
able member would be well advised to let
the matter sort itself out in a sensible
way, and keep party politics out of it if
he wants something to come out of the
committee.

SEWERAGE AND MIDLAND
WORKSHOPS PARKING

Grievance
MR SKIDMORE (Swan) [3.20 p.mi.]: 1

want to raise an issue regarding problems
associated with the sewerage scheme In
the Koongamla area, which is now in
operation and able to be connected to
residences In Koongamia. Unfortunately,
not all the residents will be able to avail
themselves of the deep sewerage system
because approximately 60 or 70 houses In
Caladenia Way and F'rederic Street on
one side and all of Koolgoo Way have not
been included In the scheme due to the
hilly nature of the area. In other words,
running from that area on a ridge to the
north is a gravitational main to a pump.
There are no problems for those people
but there is a problem over the crest of
the ridge to the south side, and because
of this geographical feature the houses
in that area cannot be connected to the
sewerage system.

This is completely stupid when one con-
siders the septic tanks on those proper-
tics will probably pollute the properties
which are connected to deep sewerage. I
want to know why it is not possible for
a small auxiliary pump to be Placed on
that side of the ridge so that the 50 or
70 homes Involved could be connected to
the sewerage main. It does not seemn to
be an insurmountable engineering prob-
lem to achieve that objective.

I believe the Government has been sup-
Plied with Australian Government money
for sewerage work and that more money
could be made available. When I raised
the question Previously I was told it was
not possible at the present time to find
the money to do this work. It seems to
me it should be done because it is com-
pletely unfair to have a situation where
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Properties which are connected to sewer-
age are still being polluted by unsewered
areas.

In addition, we have the problem that
people, particularly retired people, may be
living between two State Housing Com-
mission homes and may not have the
finance to pay for the sewerage connec-
tion, which can amount to between $600
and $800 In some instances; so the Swan
Shire must find some means to finance
the work. The Australian Government
says that under its allocations It is not
able to make money available for this
Purpose and that It Is doing Its share by
providing money for the sewerage mains.
The shire says all it wants Is some finance
so that it can extend sewerage to the
properties concerned.

Section 82A of the Health Act allows a
local authority on request to raise a loan
to provide funds for connections to deep
sewerage, and the owners of such proper-
ties have an obligation to repay the money
In a given time, which may be by way of
a charge against the land as rates are.

We want from the Minister, firstly, an
assurance that an eff ort will be made to
complete the scheme because It seems to
be wrong that it should be left uncom-
pleted. Secondly, we want some Govern-
ment department to find the necessary
funds to be allocated as an advance loan
to the Swan Shire to enable It to make
connections f or the people who cannot
afford to pay for them.

My other grievance relates to the fester-
ing sore of parking at the Midland rail-
way workshops. I have asked a series of
questions as to who owns certain property
which appears to be in dispute. Some
weeks ago 13 workers were issued with in-
fringement notices by the police for park-
ing in what Is known as Montreal Road
or Railway Road but which is more cor-
rectly an ungazetted road bounding the
railway reserve. I asked who was respon-
sible for this land.

I rang the Railways Department when
this matter was brought to my notice. I
thought the Infringement notices had
been issued not because of danger to
traffic but because someone at the Rail-
ways Department wanted people to move
their vehicles In view of the inadequate
parking arrangements at the workshops.

I was informed by the works manager
that no officer of the Railways Department
had issued any instructions regarding get-
ting in touch with the police. I believe that
should not have been done because it has
now been established that the ungazetted
road which is commonly known as Mon-
treal Road or Railway Road Is vested in
the Railways Department. Therefore the
department would have to activate the
police, and I find the police can even acti-
vate themselves in relatinn to a traffic
matter under the Traffic Act.

The workers are being lambasted on both
sides. They have received notices under
the Traffic Act, and my investigations re-
vealed it was the investigation branch
which actually contacted the police and
asked them to serve the infringement
notices on the workers.

The SPEAKER: The lionourable member
has another three minutes.

Mr SKCIDMORE: I would like the Minis-
ter to give consideration to adopting the
policy adopted by private enterprise, which
must provide off-street parking for em-
ployees in a well-defined parking area. The
combined unions committee wishes to dis-
cipline its members and will do so i1 it
can get an assurance that the Railways
Department will provide adequate and
well-defined parking areas. Until the
assurance is given, I will be continually
pestered with this matter of parking, and
quite rightly so because It is a legitimate
grievance and the unsatisfactory situation
has existed for too long. The time has
arrived when the Railways Department
should do something about a problem which
is becoming worse and which has existed
since the workshops came into being. I
do not think the answer Is to persuade the
workers to use the railways Instead of their
cars by restricting parking.

I hope the Minister will have an Inquiry
made in an endeavour to overcome the
problem and satisfy the combined unions
committee, which can then deal with the
workers.

MRt O'NEIL. (East Melville--Minister for
Water Supplies) [3.29 p.m.): I am some-
what disconcerted by the honourable mem-
ber expressing two grievances at once. I
checked the Standing orders, and I sug-
gest the Standing Orders Committee might
have a look at this matter. mhe Standing
Orders provide that no member can speak
more than once In a grievance debate and
that only one Minister can reply to the
grievance. I have therefore cut the Minis-
ter for Police off at the socks by speaking
first. The situation generally obtains that
a member is able to receive a reply to his
grievance, and I think the Standing Orders
Committee might consider what the pro-
cedure should be when two grievances are
mentioned in one speech.

Mr Skidmore: I can assure you it wasn't
intentional.

Mr O'NEIL: Maybe so, but I am merely
pointing out the Minister for Police can-
not reply to the honourable member in
regard to the matter of parking at railway
stations.

The SPEAKER: I see no problem; the
Minister for Police may reply in due
course.

Mr O'NEI: The member for Swan
raised the question of the problem regard-
ing sewerage extensions. I sympathise
with him. The member for East Melville
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would dearly love to get in touch with the the Lo~cal Government Act in order to
Minister for Works to tell him he has the
same problem in his area, where one side
of a street happens to be connected to the
sewerage main, but the other side Is not.
However, the answers are technical and
relate to engineering problems in the pro-
vision of sewerage mains, rising mains,
special pumps, and so on.

I believe wherever sewerage extensions
are being carried out members will receive
exactly the same complaint. Everyone
wants sewerage at the same time, but there
are engineering and technical problems
which sometimes prevent both sides of the
same street being sewered at the same
time. This is a problem of which the de-
partment and I are fully aware. AUl I
can say Is that we are proceeding as
rapidly as possible with the funds available
to carry out the extension of sewerage
mains, and Particularly in respect of the
backlog programme.

It is passing strange that whilst we re-
ceive many complaints from people In older
areas about the lack of sewerage, we seem
to receive more complaints about the ac-
tivities which occur In providing those
people with the facility.

Mr Skidmnore: Not from Koongamla.

Mr O'NEIL: Time will overcome these
problems. The member for Swan then
raised the question of the cost of connect-
ing to the sewerage service. An amendment
was made to the Local Government Act--
I think It was during our previous term Of
office-to enable local government authori-
ties to raise loans In order to assist people
with the cost of connecting to the sewer
main.

I think this was done with a view to
easing the problems which occurred in
Victoria Park in the area fairly close to
the Causeway.

Mr Jamieson: And in Carlisle, too.

Mr OlEfL,: There are areas in which
a considerable number of pensioners live.

Mr Jamieson: Like the old McNess
homes.

Mr O'NEIL: That is right. Most of those
were on the pan system until not very
long ago. The people concerned did not
have sufficient money to connect to the
sewerage, so an appropriate amendment
was made to the Local Government Act in
order to allow local authorities to raise a
loan to undertake the sewerage connec-
tions, and that loan became a charge on
the land in the same manner as deferred
rates are. So a facility to do this already
exists.

However, the honourable member sug-
gested that the Government should make
loans available to local authorities for this
purpose. If the Government had the
financial capacity to extend loans to people
for this purpose. it would Dot have altered

enable local authorities to use their own
fund-raising capacity to this end. The legal
facility is there to enable this to be done;
all that is necessary is the money. I sin
sure local government is having just as
much difficulty in raising money as any-
one else, including the Government.

Mr Bertram: Except that local govern-
ment is receiving special rants it did not
Previously receive.

Mr ONEIL: In respect of sewerage?
Mr Bertram: This may be possible.
Mr O'NEIL: The honourable member

did say the Australian Government bad
advised the local authority that it was
Providing a grant for sewerage main ex-
tensions. I want to make It clear that the
Federal Government is making available
additional loan funds to clear the backlog
of sewerage extensions. I admit 30 per
cent of the amount made available is non-
repayable; but the interest on the balance
of the loan is 9.45 per cent. So although 30
Per cent of the amount is nonrepayable,
this simply has the effect of reducing the
interest on the balance to the ordinary loan
fund rate Of interest. Therefore, while it
might sound very nice that 30 per cent
of the money is a cash nonrepayable grant;
in fact that benefit is diluted by the high
rate of interest applicable to the balance.

While it is not a bad gimmick to say
the Commonwealth is making funds avail-
able on a nonrepayable basis, I Point out
that the money is to be spent on the
accrued sewerage backlog Programme.

Mr Jamieson: That money is not avail-
able for Koongamla because that is a
new one.

Mr O'NEIL: The Problem with
Koongamia. as the member for Swan said.
is probably due to the topography of the
country and certain parts of the area can-
not be serviced with mains because extra
engineering work Is required. That prob-
lem is common to almost every area. The
honourable member has my sympathy. I
am sure every member in this place is
receiving the same type of approach from
his constituents. The member can rest
assured the department is fully aware of
the problem and will take every step
Possible to overcome the difficulties.

The SPEAKER: Grievances are noted.

MACHINERY SAFETY BILL
Returned

Bill returned from the Council with an
amendment.

DEATH DUTY ASSESSMENT ACT
AMENDlMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from the 20th November.
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MRa J. T. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of
the Opposition) [3.37 p.m.]: In the last
session of the last Parliament my Govern-
ment Introduced amendments aimed at
granting additional concessions to persons
who had to meet estate duty, and also
for the purpose of closing certain rather
obvious opportunities to avoid the payment
of estate duty. On looking at the fourth
annual report of the State Taxation De-
partment, which was tabled by the present
Treasurer, we find the following statement
on page 14-

Amendments to Legislation
Following an extensive review by

Treasury and the State Taxation De-
partment, completely new statutes
were enacted. The new statutes were
assented to on 21 December, 1973 and
applied to the estates of persons dying
on or after 1 January 1974. The new
legislation contains, the assessing pro-
visions for imposing death duty and,
the tables of duty which will be ap-
plied to the final balance of an estate.
The sections primarily concerned with
the granting of Probate or Letters of
Administration and the other provi-
sions administered by the Master of
the Supreme Court remain In the
Administration Act.

The new Death Duty Assessment
Act contains-

(a) Sections for providing addi-
tional relief; ANlD

(b) New sections to improve ad-
ministration, ensure equity
and protect revenue.

It is those provisions which the present
Government seeks to nullify by the amend-
ing Bill now under discussion. I want to
emphasise the previous Bill was not
brought here as a result of Labor Party
policy. It was the result of an extensive
review carried out by Treasury and State
Taxation Department officers who pointed
out that opportunities of avoidance existed
which were unfair and inequitable, and
should not be allowed to remain. However.
the present Government proposes to re-
place those opportunities of avoidance In
the Act. It is a moral certainty that
neither the Treasury nor the State Taxa-
tion Department advised the Government
to take the step it is now taking, and that
it is taking this step despite advice from
the Treasury and from the State Taxation
Department. Departmental officers cannot
form policy-that is not their business-
all they can do is give advice.

There can be no doubt from my know-
ledge of what transpired when we were
preparing the legislation for introduction
last year that the advice given to this
Government would not be In favour of the
action it is now taking.

To Proceed a little further with the
extract from the State Taxation Depart-
ment Fourth Annual Report, which Is a

Government document and should repre-
sent-_seeing that It is approved by the
Government-the situation as it was seen
by the departments under Government
control-

In addition the reference to sections
has been simplified by a change In
format. Also several sections which
were not used were deleted and other
complex sections simplified.

The major changes from the Previ-
ously existing law were

* An increase in the surviving
spouse allowance, from $10 000
to $20 000.

" An increase in the allowance for
dependent children from $5 000
to $10 000, and where there is
no surviving parent an Increase
from $10 000 to $20 000 for each
dependent child.

* A change in the refunding pro-
cedure where duty Is paid In
this State and also paid In an-
other jurisdiction.

* A new method of duty assess-
ment where there are assets In
this State belonging to a de-
ceased person who was domiciled
outside the Jurisdiction.

* Amendments to reduce the level
of avoidance.

Surely any reasonable person, any person
with the sense of responsibility of a
Treasurer, would want to ensure that
further steps will be taken to reduce the
opportunity for avoidance.

I know the Treasurer is on record as
having said something about a taxpayer
putting his head Into an alligator's mouth.
I think his statement was to the effect that
the basic British principle Is that no tax-
payer Is expected cheerfully to put his
head into the alligator's mouth.

Sir Charles Court: That was not an
original statement: it was made by one of
the Lord Chief Justices of England many
years ago.

Mr J. T. TONKCIN: That does not make
it any better. It Is understandable that
nobody cheerfully Pays taxation; that Is
why Governments resort to Indirect tana-
tion as much as they can-so that a person
will not know he is Paying the tax.

Sir Charles court: They seem to have
a habit of finding out.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: He would be amost
unusual Person-and I do not claim to be
one myself-who cheerfully pays taxation.
Any member who Is cute enough to be
able to obey the law and save himself from
paying taxation is not to be blamed. He Is
not a criminal; good luck to him.

But when a Government deliberately sets
out itself to create escape avenues for cer-
tein privileged people, while excluding the
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large number who cannot possibly use the
same avenues, surely that is cause for
complaint.

Mr Nanovich: You should clarify that,
because there Is a difference between
avoiding and evading tax.

Mr J. T. TrONKIN: When the Treasurer
announced that he was going to undo what
we had done last year. following an ex-
haustive inquiry and a recommendation
from the Treasury and the State Taxa-
tion Department, naturally enough it was
applauded, I think without exception,
by farmers' organisations, pastoralists'
organisations, and the media.

Let us have a look at that. The two
strongest motivating forces in nature are,
firstly, self-preservation and secondly self-
Interest.
Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.05 P.M.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Self -preservation
has no relevance to the matter under dis-
cussion, because it deals with the duties
payable after a person's death, so that
there is not much opportunity for him to
do much about his self-preservation. How-
ever, there is a good deal of relevance In
the motivating force of self-interest, and
that brings me to a very Important ques-
tion which I should mention early.

I refer to our Standing Orders. Stand-
ing Order No. 2 relating to interpretations
contains the following at page 58-

"Pecuniary Interest" means an tIn-
mediate direct Personal pecuniary
Interest and does not include such an
interest which is general.

Standing Order No. 195 appearing at page
109 states-

No member shall be entitled to vote
in any division upon a Question In
which he has a pecuniary interest.

The Bill before us is aimed at giving a
pecuniary interest to members who have
family businesses or family farms. There
is no doubt whatever about this: they
stand to gain and their families stand to
gain from the special selective provisions
in this Hill.

I do not say this In a critical way, but I
believe that last year when the vote was
taken on the legislation which we Intro-
duced the then Leader of the Opposition
should not have voted.

Sir Charles Court: That did not happen
to be so.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: The honourabie
member then had a life governor share.

Sir Charles Court: It would not have
had any effect under your amendments or
the old legislation.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Yes, It would.
because U1 the amendments we were intro-
ducing had been defeated the position
would have remained as it was: and that
would have been of decided beneficial
advantage to the honourable member's
estate.

Sir Charles court: I shall explain that
later on. It would not have made one bit
of difference. I have checked this with
the Commissioner of Taxation to make
sure of the Position.

Mr J. T. TONKINf: I would like it to
be explained to me. because on my under-
standing of the position it would
make a difference at the present
time. I am saying very deliberately indeed
that In my belief there are members in this
Chamber at the Present time who have a
direct pecuniary interest in this Bill, and
that being the case they should not vote
on It.

Mr A. Rt. Tonkin: Hear, hear!
Mr J. T. TONKIN: In the Treasurer's

second reading speech he said he was pro-
mising a review of the estate duty legis-
lation which would go further than the
Present amendment. He said-

As part of this review it Is our in-
tention to ensure protection of family
farms and family businesses.

flat is what the Bill does.
Mr Grayden: Are you looking at me

when you say that?
Mr J. T. TONKIN: The Minister is one

among many members I am looking at:
and anyhow he Is not unpleasant to look
at!

Sir Charles Court: You have made his
day.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Although he is not
nearly as pleasant to look at as is the
member for Wellington. The Treasurer
also had this to say-

It is our intention to ensure protec-
tion of family farms and family busi-
nesses ... but at the same time we
will be looking closely at this exemp-
tion with a view to proposing amend-
ments to prevent others from using It
to avoid their tax liability.

Could anything be more deliberate than
that? Proposing these amendments in the
interests of family farms and family busi-
nesses, but at the same time looking closely
at this exemption-but for what purpose?
It is with a view to proposing amendments
to Prevent others from using It to avoid
their tax liability, thus forcing a bigger
and unfair burden on the remaining tax-
Payers. Does not the exemption in the Bill
do just that by permitting certain people
to avoid taxes and throw a burden upon
others?

Let us look at the basic principle of
taxation which in all circumstances should
be completely equitable. There are some
people who urge there should not be such
a tax as estate duty, but various com-
mittees which have been set up do not
hold that view, and they give their rea-
sons.
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Lord Loreburn In the case Lethbridge
versus the Attorney-General In 1907 had
this to say-

The English provision appears to be
to prevent a man escaping duty by
subtracting from his means, during
his lie, money or money's worth.
which, when he dies, are to reappear In
the farm of a beneficial interest ac-
cruing or arising on his death.

The purpose of the amendments which
we made was to adopt that principle: that
there should be no way by which a person
could escape the just duty which he ought
to pay by subtracting from his means dur-
ing his lifetime something which would
immediately after his death revert to his
heirs, and give them a beneficial interest
which they could, of course, take advant-
age of.

Two committees have given very careful
consideration to estate duty. One was
known as the Asprey Committee, and the
other was the Coombs Task Force.

Mr McPharlin: Is that not the Federal
Government's bible?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Yes. The following
is an extract from the report of the
Coombs Task Force-

Estate Duty concessions f or Primary
Producers.
4. NATURE OF THE COMMIT-

Higher statutory exemptions than f or
other estates, and a rebate of a por-
tion of the duty attributable to rural
property in a primary producer estate,
provided by the Estate Duty Assess-
ment Act.
5. PURPOSE OF CONCESSIONS
The Second Reading Speech said that
the concessions, which would result in
a significant reduction in duty payable
on smaller rural estates, would pro-
vi de valuable assistance to the heirs
to farm proper-ties, and would do much
to discourage the breaking up of eco-
nomnic farm units to obtain finance to
meet estate duty.
6. OPERATION OF THE CON-
CESSIONS

(a) The statutory exemption for
primary producer estates (i.e.,
estates consisting mainly of rural
property and whose owner had
in the preceding five years de-
rived most of his income from
primary production) is 20 per
cent higher than for other
estates. If the estate passes
wholly to close relatives the
outright exemption Is. now
$438000 for primary producer
estates ($40 000 for other
estates); If it passes entirely to
others the outright exemption

Is $24 000 for primary producer
estates ($20 000 for other
estates):* and where it passes
partly to close relatives the
exemption is determined on a
proportionate basis. Exemptions
shade out by $2 for every $8 by
which the net value of the
estate exceeds the exemption
limits so that the shade-out
points for primary producer
estates are $240 000 (close rela-
tives), and $120 000 (no close
relatives), compared to $200 000
and $100 000 for other estates,

That Is Federal estate duty. One asks:
Having regard to the basic principle of
taxation, why should a special section of
the community be treated differently from
the great mass of the people?

Mr Nanovich: I do not think they are
to be treated differently. I think It is a
case of the Goverrnent being prepared to
do something.

Mr J. T, TONKIN: They will pay less
duty. They must be treated differently If
they pay less duty. I will quote the
example of a man who has been an
ordinary citizen not engaged in business.
He might have been a civil servant, a
carpenter, or a plumber, and during his
lifetime he has Paid his taxes. Some men
are more careful than others; some are
luckier than others; and It Is known that
men starting with nothing, and not going
into business are able to accumulate quite
sizeable assets by the time they retire.
Usually such a man's estate consists of his
home, and sometimes he invests in real
estate and purchases homes in which other
people live.

I know of a number of such people who
live not far from me, and when they die
they will have no method of tax avoid-
ance. Tax will be paid on the value of
their assets on the date of death.

To be a little personal In this matter,
before I entered Parliament I was a school
teacher and I went out of college on a
weekly salary of £4 8s. When I had to
build a house-in which I now live-I had
to borrow the money from an insurance
company. I bought my biock of land for
£97 10s. That land today is worth $30 000.
When I had the unfortunate experience of
losing my wife the property was in joint
ownership and I had to pay substantial
probate duty, because the property, being
jointly owned, meant that I could not re-
ceive the exemption which normally
applies. I received only half of it. Why
should a farmer, or a man in a family
business, under similar circumstances with
a much larger estate than I had get away
with paying less estate duty than I had
to pay? is that common sense? Is it
equitable?

Surely it does not matter how an estate
is built up. The fact is that probate duty
Is levied on a certain definite principle;
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that is, an estate during one generation
should pay tax once. The basis of all estate
duty legislation Is that estate and wealth
be taxed at least once each generation.
Well, why should we introduce special
methods of avoidance for certain sections
of the community because they happen to
have friends at court? That is what Is
being done now.

When the Act was amended last year
that action was not taken deliberately to
hit at any Particular section of the com-
munity. The objective, as has been stated
by the State Taxation Commissioner in
his report, was to prevent tax avoidance
and to ensure equity in the application of
estate duty. However, that does not suit
this Government. It favours tax avoidance
for certain sections. Looking into the
question of how to prevent some people
from using the escape clauses which it Is
proposed to have in the law-

Mr MePharlin: Does the Leader of the
Opposition claim that the measure applied
in the previous Bill was not a socialist
policy aimed at additional burdens on
death duties?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: It was not socialist
Policy at all. I would not accuse the
Under-Treasurer or the State Taxation
Commissioner of being socialists.

Mr McPharlln: They only advise.
Mr 3. T. TONKIN: Yes, but surely if

they were socialists their views would have
been in line with socialist Philosophy.
However, the Government acted on their
advice in the Interest of equity and in the
interest of the Treasury to ensure that the
amount of money which the legislation was
designed to bring in could be brought in
without making it possible for some people
to dodge the provision. The Asprey com-
mittee stated it did not consider that an
estate should attract special treatment
merely because It included assets of a par-
ticular class, such as a farm. The report
set out-

Problems have arisen and will con-
tinue to arise where an estate such
as a grazing property or a family busi-
ness contains a high proportion of
illiquid assets and cash has to be ob-
tained. to meet the liability.

The Committee considered that the
estate would be sufficiently protected
against forced realisation if provision
is made in the law whereby the Com-
missioner is required to extend time
for payment of duty in circumstances
specifically defined.

It is within my personal knowledge that
the State Taxation Commissioner in
Western Australia has never forced a
sale of a property In order to enable him
to collect a tax. He has always allowed
time for the money to be raised and, there-
fore, that is no argument for this special
treatment.

Mr Nanovich: There have been Cases
where people were unable to pay provisional
tax and were forced to sell their properties.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: There will always be
difficulty In Interpretation of the law, and
that does not apply only to estate duty
iaw. Difficulty is experienced in inter-
preting many laws--in fact, most laws--
and that Is why we need so many lawyers.
and that is why they differ so much. That
Is also the reason we get majority judg-
ments in the courts: because of the diffi-
culty in Interpreting the law. So, that is
no argument for altering what we did
during the last Parliament.

On that occasion steps were taLken to
simplify the law. It was made simpler
than it was previously. So, that Is no
argument. The Treasurer, himself, has
said there will always be difficulty in in-
terpretation.

Now let us examine the loss of revenue
which occurred-and would have continued
to occur except for the amendments we
introduced-and will occur again when this
Bill passes. There are the related persons
who sell their assets interest free. This
is a fine dodge. A person who owns the
asset decides to sell it to his son, payment
to be made in 20 years' time, interest free.
So, the property passes to his son, but the
son does not have to find any money to
pay for the asset until 20 years' time. If
that property is put on the market, follow-
tag the death of the testator, it would not
bring anything like its real value because
the money for it would not be raised for
another 20 'Years.

It will be found that such a property
which could be worth approximately
$200 000 would be sold on the basis of the
purchase price having to be paid in 20
years, time, and on the basis of no interest.
For the purposes of estate duty the pre-
sent value is taken into consideration, and
the value of such a, Property would be
about $15 000. So, the estate duty paid
on that property would be on the sum of
$15 000 when, in fact, the property would
be worth $200 000.

Mr MoPharlin: There would be very few
cases such as that.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: The ordinary citizen
who has invested in real estate, or who
has bought shares In various companies,
and who has built up a house property
and purchased furniture, has no chance
of selling his shares or block of land free
of interest, the money to be paid in 20
years' time. Generally, bequests go to
a number of persons in the family. So,
estate duty would be paid on the full
value of the estate.

We now come to life governor shares.
This practice has been fairly extensive,
and will become extensive again. This Is
where the owner of a life governor share
has only the one share, There may be
another 50 000 shares in the company, but
he has one share which gives him the right
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to conduct the business. He is able to use
the assets of the business in any way he
wishes during his lifetime. He has the
control and he receives the benefit of the
earning capacity of the business, but when
he dies all that goes into the estate, for
the purposes of estate duty, is the value of
one share. When that happens the wealth
of the other shareholders Increases
immediately, and that wealth escapes
duty.

That practice goes against the basic
principle which Lord Loreburn put in the
following way-

The English provision appears to be
to prevent a man escaping duty by
subtracting from his means, during his
Wie, money or money's worth, which,
when he dies, are to reappear In the
form of a beneficial interest accruing
or arising on his death.

That is what happens with life governor
shares. So the purpose of this BiDl is to
cut across that dictum and to ensure that
it does not apply.

The next matter, and a very familiar
one too, although equally effective, relates
to settlements. When a settlement is made,
under the law it must be registered with
the commissioner, but it does not attract
gift duty or any other duty. The duty Is
payable only when the settlement vests.
Arrangements are made with the trustees
of an estate that a settlement will not
vest. So it is registered with the com-
missioner, and no duty is paid. As the
trustees do not vest the asset or the settle-
ment, no duty is paid.

Here is a case where duty ought to be
payable; the asset Is there and it com-
pletely escapes taxation. What equity or
justice is there in that? This is the pro-
vision the Government wants to restore to
the legislation: it wishes to re-Introduce
the situation which the Treasury and the
Comissloner of Taxation have advised
should be altered; and which we did alter .

Now I ask you, Mr Speaker, is this niot
a case of spoils to the victors? The Gov-
ernment comes in, and it deliberately
opens up again these avenues of tax
avoidance for a certain Privileged section,
leaving the greater mass of the people to
face up to the obligation to Pay estate
duty.

When the debate on the Parent Act
took place last year, we heard a great deal
of comment about the loopholes in the
law. Indeed, the member for Scarborough
said there is no such thing as a loop-
hole in the law; there Is only inadequate
legislation. Now he is supporting a Gov-
ernment which is deliberately introducing
inadequate legislation.

Mr H. D. Evans: Shame!
Mr B. T. Burke: Very quiet over there.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: The honourable

member said there was no such thing as
a loophole in the law, but only inadequate

legislation. Here we are debating a meas-
ure, the only purpose of which is to make
legislation inadequate so far as certain
People are concerned. I have already
stated my view. If a person is clever
enough to avoid paying tax honestly, and
if he can find a way to avoid paying tax
within the law, good luck to him. But
surely we should not have a Government
which is assisting these People, and making
it easy for them to avoid paying tax
while at the same time taking steps to see
that Others cannot escape it.

One would have thought that when in-
troducing this Hill the Treasurer would
have endeavoured to bring forward some
tangible evidence to support what he
wanted to do. The only real support was
his statement that it was to implement
his Party's policy at the last election. Fair
enough. So he brings legislation forward
In order to give effect to a previously
announced policy-In my view a very
reprehensible policy because it does not.
show much responsibility on the part of
the Treasurer. However, it is part of
Policy. Beyond that, there was no evidence
at all to support what the Government
Proposes to do. All we heard were opinions.
Opinions are not worth much unless they
are backed up with some facts--some
evidence.

We can obtain all sorts of opinions. We
could walk outside and talk to the first
20 People we meet. We would obtain vary-
ing opinions, and we Would give ultimate
consideration to the consensus of those
opinions. But really, unless the opinions
are expressed by specilly qualified experts.
they should be discounted unless they are
Supported. I Say deliberately-and the
Treasurer has the Opportunity to prove
me wrong If he can-that all the Treasurer
gave us in his second reading speech. In
addition to the statement that It was part
of policy, were a number of opinions.

These are the opinions expressed: He
said that the provisions in the Bill intro-
duced by the Tonkin Government were
much wider than were necessary to pre-
vent the avoidance of duty by using life
governor shares. Now I say the Treasurer
has an obligation to give examples, and
not just to quote an opinion. It is easy to
Say things, but when we are called upon
to back them UP, it is a different matter.
What the Treasurer Said was that the
Provisions in our BHil-a measure drawn
up on the advice of the Treasury and the
Taxation Department-were wider than
necessary to prevent the avoidance of duty.
I want to know in what way were they
wider, and to what extent, and whom did
they disadvantage beyond what was in-
tended? The Treasurer said the provisions
were wider than was intended.

The next opinion expressed by the
Treasurer was that the provisions have
caused a great deal of uncertainty as to
their meaning or scope, and that they
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presented very difficult matters of legal Mr Nanovich: Can You say that again?
interpretation. We were not give a single
example; just an expression of an opinion.
I say that the Treasurer himself has no
difficulty in interpreting what they mean,
and that is why the measure is before us
now. He wants to reverse the situation
created last year because he can Interpret
correctly what was Intended,

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Of course he can,
and he doesn't like it.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: We are given no
Illustration, nothing to show how the un-
certainty arises, and not one example. The
Treasurer went on to say that another
reason for the introduction of this Bill is
that it is Possible to circumvent the pro-
visions in the Act. Of course it is, and
it always will be. A few people spend a
lot of their time looking for ways to
circumvent the law, and they will usually
find them. However, it is no reason to
take away protective devices because
people will find a way to circumvent them
-that is, if we make it harder for People
to circumvent the law, but some are still
circumventing it, we should take away the
obstacles. That is what this proposition
means, and that is the argument in sup-
port of this legislation.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Legislation for less
than 1 per cent-disgraceful!

Mr J. T. TONKIN: The final opinion
given is that the provisions are too difficult
to understand.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Liberal Party coffers
will expand after this.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: The provisions we
introduced in 1973 were to ensure that
people who make settlements and then
take steps to see they are not vested,
become liable for duty. floes the Treasurer
find that difficult to understand? The next
argument relates to life governor shares.
floes the Treasurer find It difficult to un-
derstand how these shares operate and
how people may avoid tax by using this
device?

Another provision is a very simple one
indeed-selling one's assets interest free.
Who would find that difficult to under-
stand? If we have assets and we do not
want to pay duty on them, we can sell
them to the Person whom we want to
benefit on the understanding that he does
not pay any money now but he must come
up with the purchase price in 20, 25, or
30 years' time. What member of Parlia-
ment finds that difficult to understand?

When one looks at the case put forward
for the introduction of the Bill, there is
no case at all. It is a deliberate attempt
to benefit certain sections of the comn-
mnunity, excluding others, because it is be-
lieved that these sections of the community
are the direct supporters of the Govern-
ment and the others can go hang.

Mr Bertram: You can hardly miss it, can
you?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I will say it any-
where as I believe It.

Mr Bertram: The facts are there, aren't
they?

Mr Nanovich: It would probably help
some of your supporters, too.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: We do not legislate
for reasons such as those.

Mr J. T. TONKINq: We should not be
looking for any reason other than that
given by the Treasurer himself. He said-

As part of this review It is our in-
tention to ensure protection of family
farms and family businesses--

What about protecting other people? The
Treasurer does not stop there. He goes
on to say-

-as we are proposing in this Bill,-
That is what the Treasurer is doing-pro-
tecting family farms and family businesses.
It may be a good thing if it were changed.
He then continues-

-but at the same time we will be
looking closely at this exemption-

For what purpose? And the Treasurer goes
on-

-with a view to proposing amend-
ments to prevent others from using
it ...

I will say this for the Treasurer; he did
not cover it up. He came right out into
the open.

Sir Charles Court: I explained this when
we had the Bill before us last year.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: This is the time to
explain it.

Sir Charles Court: I will explain It to
you.

Mr J1. T. TONKIN: The Treasurer Is
really saying, "Let us provide opportun-
ities for tax avoidance in respect of family
businesses and family farms. However, at
the same time let us look closely at the
measures necessary to ensure that we can
Prevent anyone else taking advantage of
this special concession." What a lovely way
to legislate!

Mr Bryce: Vested interest.
Mr A. R. Tonkin: Narrow vested in-

terest.
Mr Bryce: Very good at campaign time.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: on the question of

estate duties generally, I think it is as
well to give some consideration to the
contents of the Asprey report. The report
stated-

Taxes on capital on the occasion of
death ("death taxes') and on gift
are imposed by the Commonwealth
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and all States. The taxation of gifts
is mainly a measure to support the
death taxes.

The Committee, while acknowledg-
ing the fact of various criticisms raised
against death taxes, considered that,
in concert with the States, a system
of Australian death duties can be de-
vised which would minimise costs of
administration and compliance. Most
importantly, the Committee considered
that death taxes have a quite essential
role to play in the tax stmucture, con-
sidered as a whole.

The point I want to emphasise is this:
Why should some people have to pay all
that is due from their estates while special
provision is made by a Government to
allow others to escape it? That is a ques-
tion we must face up to.

I come back to this and make no apology
for doing so: it is my belief that there are
persons in this House today who have a
definite pecuniary interest in this Bill and
therefore have no right to vote on it. This
is a, handout to a certain section, with no
justification given for it other than that it
was contained in the Government's policy.
I daresay that although it was in the policy,
the majority of the electors had not the
slightest idea that it was, or what was
proposed. I would like to be electioneering
on this point alone throughout this country.
I would go to all those people who the
Government is going to prevent from hav-
ing any escape by way of tax avoidance
and say to them, "Do you know you have
a Government in power which has deliber-
ately provided means of tax avoidance for
certain sections of the community and, at
the same time, has gone to some pains to
see that they are not available to YOU?"

Under the circumstances, if the Govern-
ment is determined to proceed along this
line, there is only one decent thing for it
to do and that Is to abolish estate duty
completely and to leave everybody free
of this tax. The purpose of this legisla-
tion is to ensure that certain people do
not pay it. Those people who sell their
assets, payment to be made Borne years
hence, will not pay any duty at all com-
parable with what they should pay; those
who make a settlement of property which
never vests will not pay a single cent of
estate duty on that property. why should
they be specially privileged? If they are
to be exempted from the obligation of pay-
Ing estate duty, the decent thing to do
would be to wipe It out altogether.

However, to do that would cost the
Treasurer in the region of $10 million an-
nually and, of course, he is in no Positionto give away that amount of revenue; so,
he will give away only portion of It. How
much he will give away, the Treasurer does
not know and, what Is more, he does not
care because he is intent on doing it.

In my opinion, this legislation represents
the most blatant attempt that one could
imagine on the part of a Government to
give a handout to its friends, with no at-
tempt to justify its action In any way. So,
naturally, we oppose this Bill and will con-
tinue to oppose It.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Treasurer) [4.50 p.m.]: The Leader of the
opposition, predictably, hais opposed the
Bill because I suppose he feels some sense
of hurt that part of the legislation he
Introduced last year is to be repealed.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Oh, come on!
Sir CHARLES COURT: We made the

point last year that there were some good
proposals in the legislation Introduced by
the then Government. Let me refer firstly
to the points the Leader of the Opposition
raised regarding pecuniary interest. I
know members opposite would dearly love
to be able to point the bone at the Premier
and hash aL lot of rubbish and filth and so
on; however, they can take my assurance,
or have any research undertaken by any
lawyer they like to nominate to verify the
fact that I have no pecuniary interest in
this particular legislation, nor did I have
any last year, in relation to the specific
provisions of the legislation.

If members opposite are talking
about general pecuniary interest, there
would hardly be a member of this
Chamber who would not stand to
get some personal gain from an
amendment to the death duties legislation.
if It means that any part of the taxpaying
community is going to pay less. I should
like to give members opposite some ex-
amples from last year. The Leader of the
Opposition referred to most of page 14 of
the Fourth Annual Report for the financial
year 1973-74 of the State Taxation Depart-
ment. I remind members that one thing
that was legislated for was an increase in
the surviving spouse allowance from
$10 000 to $20 000 which, under the law.
can be payable to either the male or female
surviving spouse. There would be many
members of this Parliament who would be
involved in this provision, and they would
not be able to legislate for any relief for
the electorate if their personal interest on
that particular point bad to be disclosed
or they were required to refrain from vot-
ing on that issue.

It was never intended that Parliament
would be denied the right to legislate In
these sorts of things, otherwise the whole
Parliament would become completely use-
less. The report also states--

An increase in the allowance for
dependent children from $5 000 to
$10 000, and where there is no surviv-
ing parent an increase from $10 000
to $20 000 for each dependent child.

Sp, that is another group of people who
are covered by that legislation. Of course
we must legislate for this sort of thing,
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otherwise the entire Parliament would
become completely impotent. We could
be putting things up all the time, but we
could not be putting them down. So, every
time we look at the legislation, we see that
the Government is doing something that
touches on everyone's personal estate in
one way or another.

Therefore, if anyone has a pecuniary
interest, or he believes he has one within
the terms of the law, It is up to him to
protect his own interests and take action
accordingly. However, it is not for me or
the Leader of the Opposition to do that
for those concerned; in fact, we cannot
do it. Such people must look after their
own interests, just as a person on a local
government authority must protect his
own interests.

Mr Bryce: What proportion of the State
is affected by this legislation?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I want to move
on to another section of the Act.

Mr A. H,. Tonkin: Why don't you answer
the question?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I will deal with
the query in my own time; we allowed the
Leader of the Opposition to state his case
because we were rather anxious to hear
his case stated.

Mr B. T. Burke: We are Just worried that
you will not answer the question raised.

Sir CHARLES COVET: Do not worry;
the questions will be answered but In the
sequence of our choosing.

I should like to refer to the question of
general taxation law, because the Leader
of the opposition dwelt on this point at
some length. It is an old established
custom laid down by some of the law Lords
of great repute, that there is a basic
principle of law. As the Leader of the
opposition stated, one way of expressing
this is that no British subject is expected
to put his bead cheerfully into the al-
ligator's mouth. The other way of expres-
sing the principle is that every British sub-
Sect is entitled to arrange his affairs in
such a way that he makes the Minimum
contribution to Government revenue.

This gave rise to a principle of tax
avoidance, as distinct from tax evasion.
The point the member for Scarborough
made last year about the inadequacies of
the law centred around this point, and I
believe it was being misrepresented-not
wilfully, but misrepresented all the same-
by the Leader of the opposition; he was
not talking about us, or any other Gov-
ernment for that matter, introducing a
law like this which created an inadequacy.
He was referring to the fact that if there
is scope in the Act for tax avoidance,
which is quite lawful-as distinct from tax
evasion, which Is illegal-it means that
whoever drew up and passed the Statute

Passed it in such a form that it was inade-
quate to do what the revenue-raising
authority originally Intended it to do.

Mr Hartrey:, Does it not also follow that
If you know there is room for legitimate
tax avoidance, it Is the function of the
Government in power to stop the loophole
so that there would be no further avoid-
ance?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I want to deal
with that point, because it is the next on
my list. There was once a Federal Treas-
urer, not known because of his degrees In
economics, but who became quite famous
for his homely approach to economics and
to CGovernment finances; he had a very
basic philosophy when It came to taxation.
I know the experts and the academics
screamed at his approach, but It was not
a bad one. The incident to which I refer
occurred at about the time the famous
division 7-which the member for Boulder-
Dunclas would recall-of the Income Tax
Assessment Act was in force many years
ago.

A man named J. A. L. Ounn wrote a
book titled, I Can Get it bor you Tax Free.
It started a furore and caused a dreadful
lot of embarrassment to the then Treas-
urer, because everyone knew about Divi-
sion 7 and how it could be used so that:
people could rearrange their financial
affairs in order to make the minimum
contribution to Consolidated Revenue, The
outcry was so great that the then Treasu-
rer had no alternative but to take some
action.

He expressed himself In a very unaca-
demnic but realistic way when he said,
"You must imagine when you are a taxing
man that you have a great big room and
you have one little hole in the corner.
You put a bit of cheese in the hole so that
the mice can get through, and then you
know what they are up to. But if you
block up that hole, the best brains will
beat you, because you do not know what
the blighters are up to. You should then be
dealing with rats and not mice."

Mr J. T. Tonkin: There would be no
need for you to use any cheese with this
legislation.

Sir CHARLES COVET: While those
sentiments would not be accepted by aca-
denmics, lawyers, or the average Treasurer1
I believe they made a lot of sense.

I return to the next basic point raised
by the Leader of the Opposition. He made
great play of the fact that we want to
protect farmers and family businesses. I
make no apology for It; that Is what we
want to do and that Is what I would have
thought he would want to do.

Mr J. T. Tonkin : But why not everybody
else, too?

Sir CHARLES COURT: There are many,
many taxes which give preferment in certain
situations. For instance, under the ordin-
ary income tax laws we give preferment
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to the man who has more children than
his neighbour, allowances In the form of
life assu rance deductions for people who
are thrifty-a very desirable ailowance-
zone allowances for people who live in dif-
ferent parts of Australia, and a number
of other types of special allowances.

Why dowe dothis? We doIt to try to
encourage development, population, thrift.
and production. The people we are tryingi
to protect are those who produce wealth
for this country and make it possible
for people to be employed and for us to
generate export Income and Income tax,
of which the nation receives a tremendous
Proportion.

Mr .Jamieson: But what about the People
they employ?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Leader of
the Opposition and his colleagues have an
absolute hatred of farmers and small busi-
nesses, as has the Federal Government.
It is all coming to the surface now as to
why the Whitlam Government launched
Its attack on producers-on the farmers
and miners. Those people copped It in the
neck as soon as the Federal Government
had the chance to put legislation through
the Parliament. There is a great differ-
ence between that type of person, who
produces wealth either In the form of
running a productive type of business In
the manfacturing Industries or producing
from the land, and the person who just
has assets.

Mr Hartrey: But do not a hoist driver
in the mines and those people operating
mining machinery also produce?

Sir CHARLES COURT: Of course they
do, and in the form of their normal assets
-their houses-they get preferment. It is
to the credit of this country that many of
these people ive in nice houses, and I am
all for it.

Mr B. T. Burke: Good on you!
Sir CHARLES COURT: Who is this man

who is always guffawing over there? The
case cited by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion-

Mr B. T. Burke: You are merely trying
to pander to vested interests.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I have limited
time and I want the right to use It. I do
not want that man over there guffawing
all the time while I am speaking. He goes
on like an animal.

Mr B. T. Burke: You do not like it.
Sir CHARLES COURT: The Leader of

the Opposition gave an example of some-
one who bought a modest house. My
father did the same and, in fact, most of
us did. By the time the house is paid for
it is an asset of considerable value, and
who begrudges anyone that?

If anyone comes within existing con-
cessions on matrimonial homes, etc.,
he 'will get some concession. So he

should and, as far as I am concerned,
with the effluxion of time he will receive
further concessions, because our part of
the plan is to lift these concessions so
that people will enjoy more benefits%. The
rearrangement of affairs complained of b3
the Opposition was done quite openly, and
within the law. What happened? The
Government of the day introduced legis-
lation which forced people to find some
other way to avoid the new provisions that
were introduced. I tell the House here and
now that there are ways of getting around
the legislation that was introduced last
year, and the Treasury knows of them.
There is hardly a member here with
any knowledge of the tax laws, or any
knowledge of accountancy who would not
be able to tell these people how they could
go about dodging the Provisions in the
amendments made last year In the
tax laws. But why should they have to
adopt these devious methods?

Mr J. T. Tonkin: You want to make It
easier for them.

Sir CHARLES COURT: No, we do not.
let us do it the right way. Last year a
Bill to amend this Act was before
the House and I made the point
that If the Government had given
way at the time to make a distinction
between producers-whether they are
owners of farms, small businesses, or
medium-sized businesses-who are pro-
ducing the wealth of the nation, or those
people who are rendering their ser-
vices to industry, the plumbing indus-
try, or the electrical industry, and
those who are not genuine, we
would have given the Bill our sup-
port. A distinction should have been
made between, say, a farmer and a. man
who owns a block of shares as an invest-
ment. I made the point then that that was
the thing to do, because a man with a
block of shares as an Investment can
realise on some of his assets and does not
actually ruin his business. He may seU)
some shares he holds in, say. BHIP or West-
ern Mining Corporation, but in making
that realisatlon he does not ruin his busi-
ness. However, if a person is forced to
sell part of a farm or a factory to pay
probate, that farm or factory could he
ruined.

This brings me to what the Leader of
the Opposition said. He said the State
Taxation Commissioner is very tolerant,
and he is, but he can only grant people
time. He cannot afford a taxpayer any
relief by remitting any of his liability.
What the commissioner does do, in quite
a few cases-and the Leader of the
Opposition, having been Treasurer, knows
this to be true-Is to take a very tolerant
attitude towards the debt. He does not
force the Person concerned to sell the
farm or the business immediately as an
unwilling seller to an unwilling buyer. He
grants that person time in the hope that
he will find a buyer at a more convenient
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and more propitious time when the market
is not depressed and when a better price
can be obtained for the farm or the busi-
ness. But the Person concerned still has to
sell the asset. Surely this is not the fair
thing to do. Surely it is not fair to ask
a person to sell his business or his farm
which has been built up over the years as
a family unit if the family wants it to
continue as a producing unit.

So I say quite openly-and the State
Taxation Commissioner would agree with
what I am saying-that while the com-
missioner grants time and shows great
tolerance towards people to find the tax
that is owing, In the final analysis he has
to say. "You have to pay", and even if
he grants the taxpayer 12 months. 18
mionths, or even an inordinate amount of
time compared with what was intended,
the fact remains that the time comes
when the commissioner has to say, "I
am sorry, but you have to pay the tax."
The only satisfaction the taxpayer has
conferred upon him in these circumstances
is that he has probably been able to ob-
tain a better price for his farm or his
business than he otherwise would have
obtained.

The point I want to make again is that
whilst this action does ease the burden
and probably enables a person to get a
better price for his farm or business, it
does not remove the spectre of having to
sell the farm or business and break up
a viable asset, because eventually the tax-
payer has to find the cash.

I want to return to another point re-
ferred to by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion; namely, our declared intention to
have the whole law reviewed. What is
the use of having the Jaw in its present
form when people can find a way around
it and we achieve nothing? All we have
done is to place decent people at risk.
What we intend to do is to bring in people
from outside with sound advice and with an
international reputation to advise us on
this matter. I would be quite prepared to
give the name of one of these persons to the
Leader of the opposition. He is a per-
son whom the Treasury and the State
Taxation Commissioner consider would be
a desirable person to engage as a consult-
ant to review the situation, because we
want to have the situation examined to
ascertain whether we can grant relief to
the person who is a basic producer-such
as a farmer-and not merely a person who
is purely a tax evader at the present time.
if we can legislate accordingly he wil
then become a tax evader in the true
sense of the word, and if he persists In
evading his tax he will commit an offence
which none of us will tolerate.

Borne of us know the problems which
taxation law creates. One of the other
aspects about taxation law Is that sim-
plicity and equity can never be achieved.
Simple tax law Is inevitably full of
of anomalies and inequities. As a
result we have had introduced these

tremendous pieces of legislation such
as the Income Tax Assessment Act,
and these Statutes become more and
more involved every time they are
amended, because the Treasurer has had
to take action to close loopholes
and remove anomalies in the current
legislation. Of course, as soon as
he does, another loophole is found, be-
cause some smart aleck gets to work to
find some way of avoiding the law; and
the more the legislation is tightened the
more clever becomes the person who seeks
to find loopholes in it, and I have no truck
with those people.

There is no thought in our minds other
than to honour our election promise; that
is, eventually to have a law that will make
it possible for these genuine producers to
continue producing. These are decent
people who are acting within the law and
we want them to be able to use this sys-
tem quite honestly without having to feel
that they are more or less pseudo-crimi-
nals. because this Bill does tend to put
them in that category and make them
feel they arc mendicants and are prey-
ing on the rest of the community.

Whenever a concession is granted to
a person, some other person has to pay.
For example, if a concession is granted for
child allowance, or a concession Is granted
for a house to go to dependent children,
naturally the amnount of revenue that
would be raised from those groups of
people Is lost and the burden has to be
placed on somebody else. This is not
new or extraordinary. There is nothing
rsprehensible about it that I know of.

I now want to return to some of the
Commonwealth income tax assessment
provisions. I believe that the mining
industry, the farming industry, and the
manufacturing industry of this country
achieved tremendous objectives before the
change of Government in 1972-before a
change of Government in Canberra-be-
cause there were some incentives offered
to people to make investments, to effect
more water conservation, erect more and
better fencing, and put in better pastures.

Mr Bertram: It was an open slather.
Sir CHARLES COURT: It was nothing of

the sort. It is from those people that this
nation draws its great economic strength.
At that time encouragement was given to
People to open up mines in remote areas,
to establish farxms in remote areas, and to
build factories In those places which other-
wise would have been less economic.
Surely all this was desirable. I remind
members that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernments of the day applauded this. They
made a great song and dance about It-as
they should-because they wanted the
people to use the benefits that were offer-
ing.

There was nothing clandestine about the
then existing situation. One did not have
to be bright to take advantage of it: one
did not even have to be a lawyer. If one
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had good common sense, that was suffi-
cient. People set about doing things. We
make no apologies whatever for bring-
ing this legislation forward. I as-
sure the Leader of the Opposition
that when I say the legislation is
difficult-I am talking of the present
At-I mean It is difficult to understand
and interpret, and is in danger of being
bypassed. Also, In saying that, I am re-
peating the comments of the departmental
offcers themselves in the light of their
study of the situation.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Can you give one
example of any difficulty?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Leader of
the Opposition would not expect me to
stand up here and tell somebody how to
get around our laws.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: That is the purpose
of the Bill.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Leader of
the Opposition can be very stubborn when
he does not want to understand. I know
he Is more Intelligent than that. We are
trying to Put this law in such a situation
where we can undertake an expert review
of It; a review that has not been taken
before to close all the loopholes that none
of us wish to see in the Act.

Mr J, T. Tonkln I venture to suggest
that this legislation will not close any
loopholes.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I have no in-
tention of closing the loopholes for the
genuine farmer or a genuine person con-
ducting a producing business. However
there are other people who are not genuine
producers--for whom I have no great re-
gard-who will use the provisions of this
legislation to try to bypass the law. I
have no truck with them, and we have no
intention of protecting them. It Is for
that reason that we are seeking to engage
a competent person to give us advice on
the matter and to conduct research so that
we can return to the Parliament next year
with amendments that will be adequate to
deal with that type of person who is not
making to our community the contribution
that the genuine Producers are making.

Therefore the people we are seeking to
protect are the farmers, the graziers, the
industrialists, and the manufacturers who
are genuinely producing national wealth
and giving a service to the com-
munity-and there is a whole range of
such persons-to enable them to carry on
with their undertakings. We believe they
are entitled to be protected. They do not
want the sword of Damocles hanging over
theIr heads, not knowing when the tax
burden will fall on them which will force
them out of business.

I am sorry the Leader of the Opposition
is adopting the attitude he is. I am say-
ig that we are doing this for two reasons:

One is that we said we would do it before
we were elected, and that is a good reason.

and the other is that the law Is not doing
for the decent person what It was thought
it would do. At the moment it is too
easily bypassed and open to legal argu-
menit. We believe that people who have
acted honestly should not be put at risk.

We do not seek to Interfere with the
other benefits granted in the legislation
introduced by the Tonkin Government last
year-which we acknowledge-and when
we come forward with our next amending
Bill we shall also afford further relief for
the oppressed taxpayers. I Support the
Bill.

Several Government members interjec-
ted: Hear, hear!

Several Opposition members Interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! order!I I will

name the member for Morley If he per-
sists in speaking when I am on my feet.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result-

Ayes-i2
Mr Bialkie&
Sir David Brand
Mr Clarko
Sir Charles Court b
Mr Cowan
Mr Coyne
hm Craig
Mr Crane
Mr Oraycien
Mr Great
MrP. V. Jones
Mr Laurance
Mr McPhariin

Noes-2
Mr BArnett
Mr Bateman
Mr Bertram
Mr Bryce
Mr B. T. Burke
Mr T. J. Burke
Mr Carr
Mr H. D. Evans
Mr Pletcher
Mcr Harman

PpArs.
Ayes

Mr Sbaidera a
Dr Dadour

Question thus Passed,

:8
Ir Mensaraa
Kr Nanovich
Kr O'Connor
Kr Old
Kr O'Neil
Er Ridge
Er Rushiton
Kr Sibson
Kr Sodema
Kr Stephens
Ir Thompson
Ir Watt
Er Young

ITeller)
0
Kr Haartrey
Kr Jamieson
Kr TI. H. Jones
Ir May
Kr Mclver
Kr Skidmore
Kr Taylor
Kr A. R. Tankin
Er JT. T. Tonkin
Kr Moller

(TEller)

Noes
&r Davies
Kr T. D. Evans

B3i read a second time.

in Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr

Thompson) in the Chair; Sir Charles Court
(Treasurer) in charge of the Hill.

Clauses 1 and 2 put and passed.
Clause 3: Section 10 amended-
Mr J. T. TONKIN: I want to take this

opportunity to reply to a few of the com-
ments of the Treasurer. He made great
play about providing tax avoidance for
genuine producers. That sounds very good.
However, let us consider a man who
has a stud farm, breeding race
horses. He imports stallions, charges high
fees, and in the course of his business
amasses quite a fortune. Is he a genuine
producer? Ought he to be singled out above
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the average fellow so he can avoid paying
estate duty? He will be able to do so
under this provision.

It is not the true position at all to say
that all the Bill does is to help the genuine
producers. After all, if a man takes on
farming he elects to do so himself and he
does so because he believes he can make
quite a sizeable income that way. Before
my boundaries were altered I had In my
district a number of farmers who were
able to make sufficient on their farms to
enable them to retire in affluence.

Mr Bialkie: That was before Mr Whit-
lam got in In Canberra though.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Let me tell the mem-
ber for Vasse that they will continue to
retire In affluence, and good luck to them.
However, just because they are farmers is
no reason for them to be treated, so far
as their contribution to the revenue is con-
cerned, any differently from the ordinary
People. I will not acknowledge that this
legislation Is Just for the benefit of genuine
Producers. Take a man with a life gover-
nor share In a business. What Is he pro-
ducing?

Mr Young: Jobs.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: He is In this category

of special tax avoidance. How on earth
can the Treasurer justify that? It is all
very well for the Treasurer to try to cloud
the issue by talking about genuine pro-
ducers-those who produce the wealth.
There have been family businesses In this
country for years& There have been family
drapers in the retail business selling goods
someone else has produced. Are they pro-
ducers of wealth? Yes--for themselves!I
Why should they have a special
provision for tax avoidance? That
is what this legislation 'will do. So
the Treasurer is not stating the
true position when he says that this Is a
genuine attempt to give relief to genuine
producers of wealth because they might be
otherwise obliged to sell their properties
in order to pay their duty.

I have already indicated that the State
Taxation Commissioner has assured me
there is not a single instance In this State
of a forced sale having to take place to
enable a person to meet his responsibili-
ties in this regard.

Sir Charles Court: I made that point,
but that dues not stop properties being
sold for probate.

Mr J1. T. TONKIN: The Treasurer has
said that the commissioner cannot give
relief. All he can do is to say to some
people that the department will not force
him to Pay at the time, but they will have
to pay. All this Bill does is to Increase
the number of people to whom the State
Taxation Commissioner will not have to say
that, but It will still leave the big major-
ity of people to whom he will have to say
it. That is the point.

The Government's intention Is to secure
that situation by looking closely into the
Position to ensure that others shall not
be able to take advantage of this special
Provision for genuine producers.

I want to demonstrate clearly that there
is no case of bad or difficult administra-
tion In the State Taxation Department so
far as taxpayers are concerned, and to do
this I propose to quote from a letter which
was sent to the Assistant Commissioner
(Probate Duties) early this year when we
were in Government, by a person In
Queensland, The letter reads-

Dear Sir,
I could not let this opportunity pass

without congratulating you on the
efficiency of your department, and ex-
pressing my gratitude to you for the
excellent service I received from the
staff In connection with my dec'd
friend's probate.

Please, convey my thanks to your
Mr. Markham, and those who may
have assisted him in any way what-
soever, for the sympathetic considera-
tion and understanding I received at
all times, and for what I claim, Is an
outstanding administrative perform-
ance.

There is no suggestion in that of an ina-
bility to understand the law.

Sir Charles Court: Is this dealing With
a case such as we have before us?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: There Is only one
purpose in this Bill and that is to allow
to continue the opportunities available to
a certain limited section for tax avoidance
which was possible before we altered the
law on the advice of the State Taxation
Department and the Treasury. That is
the only purpose.

All that can be said for the Government
Is that it told the electors during the elec-
tion that it would do this; but, for Justifi-
cation for it, we would have to look a
long way.

There was the case of Ord Forest Pty.
Ltd. In order to try to avoid the taxation
which would have been Payable on the
shares in the company, those involved de-
cided they would issue the shares to cer-
tain people at a value below their proper
value and they then claimed they were
entitled to pay estate duty only on the
amount they paid for the shares.

The matter went to court. The com-
missioner assessed the company for gift
duty on the ground that the allotment
was a dispensation of property by the
company, accompanied by an Inadequacy
of consideration, and hence It was a duti-
able gift.

The company appealed, contending that
an allotment for shares for cash at par
or any premium above par cannot consti-
tute a transaction other than for full ade-
quate consideration, at least so long as
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the par value is paid in cash by the allot-
tee. Of course, the market value of the
shares in this case was substantially above
the par value, The appeal was dismissed
and the people concerned had to pay up.

of course, there will always be those
who can find a way around It. The miem-
ber for Scarborough occasionally comes
down to a fair consideration of the position.
I do not agree with a great deal of his
argument, because It Is conflicting; but
occasionally he comes out with what I
feel Is quite a fair statement of the situa-
tion. This Is what he said on the 30th
October, 1973-

The little man who is not able to
obtain expert advice, and who usually
neglects his affairs because he Is not
brought up in the big-money, sophisti-
cated world, Inevitably pays.

That is quite true. This legislation will
not do anything to help him. Oh no: on
the contrary. The Government will make
sure it does not and he will not be able to
take advantage of any of these methods
of tax avoidance. The Government will
block him; but the big man, the sophisti-
cated man who has access to expert advice
-and the Treasurer said that expert ad-
visers will find way around the law-can
avoid paying tax.

Should a Government with any sense
of responsibility be Increasing the oppor-
tunities for tax avoidance which will en-
able certain people to escape the obliga-
tion which generally should be Imposed
upon everyone or no-one?

I come back to this point: If the Gov-
ernment feels these genuine producers to
whom the Treasurer refers should be al-
lowed to escape the payment of death
duty, why should it not apply to every-
body and be wiped out altogether?

Ur Laurance: Like the road mainten-
ance tax?

Mr J. T. TONWIN: I support that Idea
because I believe during a person's lifetime.
according to whether he is on a high In-
come or a low income, he is paying a
substantial amount towards income tax,
and surely that should be enough. If in
the process of paying large sums In income
tax he is still able to have a reasonable
estate when he dies, why should the Gov-
ernment come in and take another large
slice of it? Surely the income tax laws
should be such that during the time a man
is earning his money he is paying a fair
proportion of the revenue required by the
State. But I will not go along with any
proposition that a favoured few here and
a favoured few there should be told, "Be-
cause generally you are our supporters we
will do what we can to ensure you do
not have to pay estate duty and we will
do our damnedest to ensure that other
people do pay it."

Mr HARTREY:. I feel I Should Support
the remarks of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. At the same time, I should point
out the basic philosophy of the arguments
put forward by the Treasurer. I have
often praised the Treasurer's perspicacity
but never more than I do now. I think
he made a masterly speech in favour of
his proposition. He probably Pulled the
wool aver the eyes of some members on
both sides of the Chamber, when he quite
correctly stated the difference In law be-
tween avoidance and evasion. But I am
afraid when it came to politics, he not
only avoided most of the real issues raised
by the Leader of the Opposition but he
also evaded the arguments he was unable
to avoid. The reason is that he is a very
astute man. I complimented him the other
night on that capacity, and he promised to
go away and look into a question I had
asked him. He did so and has since per-
suaded me he was right. The question
related to willingly or knowingly giving
false information, and he has now per-
suaded me that In the context of giving
false or misleading evidence there is no
essential difference.

The exposition of the basic philosophy
of liberalism which the Treasurer has given
this afternoon does him credit but It does
not do liberalism any credit. I would like
to Quote from a book about liberalism. It
Is entitled Looking at the Liberals. Some
of the people who belonged to theft ranks
and have been their earnest supporters in
days gone by have said some very un-
pleasant things about the Liberals. Mr
St. John, who was a Liberal member of
the Federal Parliament from 1956 to 1969
at quite a critical time In the history of
the Liberal Party, had this to say-

Overall it could be said In its favour
that the Liberal administration was
eminently stable, but it had become
tired, stodgy and unimaginative. It
'Was too completely a business party.
It provided a favourable climate for
business (in which I include primary
industry)-a good thing in Itself-but
because business came first in its
thinking it was bad news for the
customer, the consumer, for Aborig-
ines, for employees, for the environ-
ment, had for artists and intellectuals.
bad for John Citizen, the man in the
street or in the field.

This was evident at every point
where the public interest cla-shed with
business interests. Perhaps the most
devastating Proof of this for the writer
Personally, was the revelation that the
Liberal government was not prepared
even to take action to curb tax avoid-
ance schemes of which it was fully
aware, through which the Australian
people lost thousands of millions of
dollars in tax revenues during -the
Post-war period. The government knew
of the loopholes; the departmental
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officials recommended action to close
them; and over and over again the
government declined to act. In a true
sense, therefore, the Liberal govern-
ment intended tax avoidance, the use
of tax havens and so on. to continue.
It did not deliberately create the loop-
holes-but it was not prepared to close
them off.

Today we are doing worse than that.
When the Labor Party was in Government
the taxation officials recommended that
we close the loopholes, and we closed them.
Today the Government is unstopping them,
so what the Liberal Party did during its
long regime in the Federal Parliament
from 1949 to 1972 is precisely what the
Liberal Party in this Chamber is doing
today; but what is being done today is
worse because the Labor Government le-
gislated against tax avoidance but that
legislation is being repealed and we are
again throwing open the rathole.

That, of course, is not only Liberal but
also Country Party policy. One of the con-
tributors to this symposium on liberalism
has referred to "the rumbling roars of the
ruminating rustics". It is also their policy.
Some members of this Chamber believe
"the rumbling roars of the ruminating rus-
tics" do not get them very far, and some
of them are not fond of the Liberals. They
have to hang together: otherwise they
would hang separately. I think it is a very
good example of Liberal philosophy that
today not only is the State Government
doing what the Federal Government did
for 23 years-turning its back on loopholes
in the taxation laws which permitted eva-
sion-but it is also unstopping those holes
which we, as a Labor Government, blocked
up a year ago to prevent evasion. This
action cannot be justified on the grounds
that "we told our electors we would do it'.
Of course, the Liberal Party had to offer
a bribe to the "ruminating rustics". But
is it more Justifiable to defend a wrong
and immoral deed on the ground that one
has been bribed to do It than on the
ground that one is doing it unconsciously,
stupidly, negligently, or through ignorance?

Mr BRYCE: I would like to make a
comment and ask a question. My comment
is that we on this side of the Chamber
will be anxiously waiting to see the pro-
paganda which will be produced in all
marginal Liberal seats which are tempor-
arily occupied by certain members Opposite
when it comes to selling the performance
of the Government to the people in 1917.
There is no shadow of doubt that the Pre-
mier sits there as Premier of this State
because candidates of his party managed
to convince a certain percentage of work-
ing men and women-wage earners--In
their electorates-

Mr Stephens: You are reflecting on
their good sense.

Mr BRYCE: I suggest they were conned
into voting for Conservative candidates.

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the honourable
member to relate his comments to the
Bill.

Mr BRYCE: I will relate my comments
to what the Treasurer himself said. People
were conned into voting for Conservative
candidates because at election time every
effort is made in terms of propaganda and
argument to convince the electors that the
Liberals really care about people, What
sort of people is the question which arises
with this type of legislation. What propor-
tion of the community will be affected by
this piece of legislation? The Treasurer
gave us an argument which we might sup-
pose would have been used in this Parlia-
ment in 1880.

Having made that comment, I can un-
derstand that during the torrid interjec-
tions the Premier might not have under-
stood my interest in asking him a question
so that his reply would go on record. He
said he would answer my question in a
way which suited himself.

Sir Charles Court: In my own time.
What Is your question?

Mr BRYCE: I would like the Premier
to state to members of this Chamber pre-
cisely what proportion of the people of
Western Australia he believes this piece
of legislation will affect.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Firstly, I thank
the member for Boulder-Dundas for his
very charitable approach to the matter
which was the subject of discussion the
other night. I also want to say I think
he was less than kind to us of the Liberal
persuasion because while the person who
wrote the article from which be quoted had
a reason for being rather vinegary, I would
not want his version of Liberals to be ac-
cepted as a description of all Liberals;
and we know what happened to him.

As regards the question asked by the
member for Ascot, I could not give the
precise percentage of the population which
will be affected by the Bill, any more than
I could Precisely nominate the proportion
of the population which benefited from the
special provisions which were incorporated
the last time the Act was amended.

It is rarely that a Bill in connection
with estate duty does not differentiate in
favour of certain People. For example, if
we say all people with a matrimonial home
are exempt, we differentiate between them
and the People who might have invest-
ments in other forms. I could not give
a precise Percentage but it could be that a
small proportion of the community will be
affected by the Bill. On the other hand,
a big percentage do not qualify to pay
any death duties.

The point I made when this legislation
was before the House last Year is that
with the passage of time-and I want
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there to be no misunderstanding about
this-the percentage of those who eventu-
ally have to face up to the provisions of
last Year's Death Duties Assessment Act
will grow.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: Should you give a
special benefit to a fellow 'with a life gov-
ernor share?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I will come to
that in a moment. I want firstly to deal
with the question raised by the member
for Ascot.

Mr Bryce: That is a beaut answer.
Sir CHARLES COURT: What other

answer could one give? I want to remind
the honourabie member that when the
Government of the day presented a simi-
lar Bill to the Parliament last year it
could not tell us what that Bill meant in
terms of revenue.

Mr Bryce: I did not ask that.
Sir CHARLES COURT: No, but I am

telling the member for Ascot that the
reason the previous Government could
not be precise about the matter is the
same reason that I would not say it Is 5,
10, or 20 per cent; but I will say it is
an important percentage for the reasons I
will now deal with as I turn to the points
made by the Leader of the Opposition.

The Leader of the Opposition really
exposed the attitude of the Labor Party
towards People who have achieved some
succes in life.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Success is not mea-
sured by money.

Sir CHARLES COURT: If one builds
up a great wealth-producing asset for
the nation, is that not some form of suc-
cess? Would the member for Morley feel
anything but proud if he built up a suc-
cessful production asset for the nation?

Several members interjected.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Sir CHARLES COURT: I ask members

opposite: if they took a piece of virgin
land and with the sweat and work of them-
selves and their families built up a great
wealth-producing asset not only for them-
selves, but for the nation, would not they
regard that as success? If a member oppo-
site started out with nothing but a push-
bike and built up a great manufacturing
business, would he not be proud of that?

These are the people who employ other
people, and who make It possible for others
to receive better education, health services,
recreational facilities, and cultural facili-
ties. if we do not have such people we
cannot lift the standard of living In this
nation. Therefore, we say there is a great
distinction.

Before I conclude I want to stress one
paint again so that there is no possible
doubt whatever. I tried to make it clear
in my second reading speech-and I will do
it again-that when we introduced these
amendments we made it clear they were

of an all-embracing nature. These amend-
mients are of such a nature so far as the
specific provisions are concerned that there
are same people who will be able to use
them as a device, and under normal cir-
cumstances the Government of the day-
including the present Government-would
not want them to receive the benefit. How-
ever, we cannot place at risk the great
majority of people who make up decent
family type units, be they manufacturing,
service, farming, or grazing units. We can-
not afford to place them at risk.

I remind members opposite who were
members of the Ministry last year that as
a result of the amendments made during
the passage of their Bill a certain period
of grace was allowed. if members opposite
are honest and come out into the open
they will agree that period was allowed
so that people could rearrange their af-
fairs, and could not say they did not have
a chance to do that. I am sad that many
people have been forced to rearrange their
affairs in such a manner that the tax
gatherer will find it hard to find out what
they have done. Time is running out. The
period of grace expires at the end of the
year.

We believe, in the interests of keeping
this fair and above board, and so that we
know what people are doing and what
they can do within the law, It is better to
return to the previous situation. It is in
that context I have made the point that
at the moment we are conferring with
specialists in revenue law to devise a way
of amending the Act so that those people
whom we believe should be protected and
given the chance to get their business in
order will not be injured, while at the
same time catching people who abuse the
law for a purpose not intended by the
present amendments.

The Leader of the opposition referred
to retired farmers. In the main a retired
farmer will receive very little benefit-if
any if he is a man of some age-from this
scheme. He has been a self-employed
person, and he has not the advantage of
a superannuation scheme.

Mr Bryce: He will have under the new
proposal of the Australian Government.

Sir CHARLES COURT: If so, he will
pay tax on it! He has paid taxes through
the years. When he retires to the city in
most cases he becomes an ordinary person
who pays probate in the ordinary way be-
cause when he gets to a certain age he
gets rid of his family interests, and his
sons and daughters operate his property.
We want to ensure that continuity of pro-
ductive business.

The letter read out by the Leader of
the Opposition written by a lady who ex-
pressed appreciation of the departmental
administration is not uncommon. I know
the State Taxation Department receives
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more letters of commendation for its un-
derstanding about this matter than any
other similar department I have heard
about. Usually People feel tax gatherers
are a lot of ogres, but Mr Ewing goes to
a lot of bother. He Is a patient man, and
he has inculcated this attitude Into his
staff .

However, that does not alter the fact
that at some point in time he must obtain
the money; and the fact that he has
allowed people time to sell assets does not
alter the fact that they have been forced
to sell them in the long run, unless they
can arrange finance for probate from other
sources.

Most retired farmers have given their
lives to their work. one has only to look
at some of these people to realise how hard
they and their wives have worked in their
early years. They may have now become a
little affluent and have come to live in the
electorate of the Leader of the opposition
or in Dalkeith. Good luck to them; they
have made a contribution to this country
and, in the main, are usually entirely in-
dependent of social services and make no
demands on the taxpayer at all. They are
very desirable people.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 4 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.
Third Reading

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Treasurer) (5.53 P.m.]: I move-

That the Hill be now read a third
time.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result-

Mr Blaifle
Sir David Brand
Mr Clarko
Sir Charles Court
Mr Cowan
Mr Coyne
Mrs Craig
Mr Crane
Mr Graydon
Mr Grewar
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr lAurance
Mr Mephaulan

Mr Barn~ett
Mr Bateman
Mr Bertram
Mr Bryce
Mr B. T. Burke
Mr T. J. Burke
Mr Can
Mr 11. fl. Evans,
Mr Fletcher
Mr Earman

Ayes
Mr Shalders
Dr fladour

Ayes-211
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr

Noes-20
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Mr
Ur
Mr
Mr
Mr

Mensamro
Nanovich
O'Connor
Old
O 'Neil
Ridge
Rushton
Sibson
Sodeman
Stephens
Thompson
watt

Yug (Teller)

latiry
Jamieson
T. H. Jones
May
McIver
Skidm ore
Taylor
A. R. Tonkin
J. T. Tonkin
Moiler

(Teller)
Pais

Noes
Mr T. D. Evhan
Mr Davie

Question thus passed.
Eml read a third time and transmitted

to the Council.

BILLS (2): RETURNED
1. Wheat Industry Stabilization Bill.
2. Wheat Delivery Quotas Act Amend-

ment Bill.
Emls returned from the

without amendment.
Council

STATE FORESTS
Revocation of Dedication: Council's

Message
Message from the Council received and

read notifying that it had concurred in
the Assembly's resolution.

SMALL CLAIMS TRIBUNALS BILL
Council's Amendments

Amendments made by the Council now
considered.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr

Thompson) In the Chair; Mr Grayden
(Minister for Labour and Industry) in
charge of the Bill.

The amendmnents made by the Coun-
cil were as follows--

No. 1.
Clause '7, page 5, line 20-Insert

after the word "seventy" the word
"five".

No. 2.
Clause 16, page 9, line 19-Delete

the words "contract was made" and
substitute the words 'claim arose".

No. 3.
Clause 32, page 17, line 14-

Delete the words "as to the type of
agent".

No. 4.
Clause 37, page 19, lines 26 and

27-Delete the words "may be sum-
marily convicted by the tribunal
of contempt", and substitute the
words "is guilty of an offence
against this Act and is liable on
conviction to a penalty of one hun-
dred dollars or imprisonment for
fourteen days".

NO. 5.
Clause 37, pages 19 and 20-

Delete subelauses (2), (3) and (4).
Mr GRAYDEN: I move-

That amendment No. 1 made by the
Council be agreed to.

This amendment simply seeks to make
the maximum age of the referee up to
75 years. As we all know people differ and
while some might find it reasonable to
retire at 65 Years, others may not. There
is no clear line of demarcation. Some
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people are Physically and mentally aged
at 40 while others are fit and alert at 90
years of age or more. Indeed there are
authenticated instances of persons being
140 years or more of age and still being
physically and mentally fit.

Sir Charles Court: You have convinced
the member for Boulder-Dundas I

Mr GRAYDEN: I would like people to
be given an opportunity to make full use
of their experience, particularly in the Job
provided for in the Bill.

Mr BERTRAM: We were not impressed
with the Hill when it was previously be-
fore us in the sense that we thought the
Government was not offering any leader-
ship: that it had no heart in the measure,
or If it did it had an odd way of showing
it. We felt this was something the Gov-
ernment was doing to fulfil part of its
policy speech. We are not greatly
enthusiastic about the amendment to in-
crease the age of the referee to 715 years,
but we give it some measure of support
because It will help us get a man to do
the job, particularly as It may not be pos-
sible to get a younger man. Something
is better than nothing and we do not
want to frustrate the legislation for the
want of a referee.

We support the amendment on the
ground that we do not want the tribunal
to be set UP and have no person with the
necessary experience and knowledge to
fulfil the role.

There is little doubt the Bill will become
law. With respect I Would say that this
Committee does not operate as a Com-
mittee at all; it merely goes through a
sham. It is Possible that after a while we
may be able to get a younger man to do
the job, whereupon this age provision
should be quickly amended again.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Mr ORAYI2EN: I move-
That amendments Nos. 2 and 3

made by the Council be arced to.
Question Put and passed; the Council's

amendments agreed to.
Mr GRAYDEN: I move-

That amendment No. 4 made by
the Council be agreed to.

There will be no provision for contempt
if this amendment is passed, and it is
not felt there should be. Should such a
situation arise the referee could refer it
to the normal court of jurisdiction-the
Court of Petty Sessions.

Question Put and passed; the Council's
amendment arced to.

Mr GRAYDEN: I move-
That amendment No. 5 made by the

Council be agreed to.
This amendment is consequential on the
previous one that has been passed.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Report
Resolutions reported, the report adopted.

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

FORESTS ACT AMENDMENT BILL
In Committee

Resumed from the 31st October. The
Chairman of Committees (Mr Thompson)
in the Chair: Mr Ridge (Minister for
Forests) in charge of the Bill.

Progress was reported after clause 3 had
been agreed to.

Clause 4: Section 40A added-

Mr RIDGE: I move an amendment-
Page 2. line 9--Delete the word "Of'.

At the outset I must apologise to the
Committee for the number of amendments
that appear on the notice Paper in my
name. However. I believe these amend-
ments will make the Bill a better piece
of legislation. They are on the notice
paper, to some extent, to satisfy requests
made of me by members of the Opposition
during the earlier part of the debate on
the Bill. Having said that, if members look
at the two opening lines in clause 4 they
will see that the word "Of" is superfluous,
and I move its deletion accordingly.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr RIDGE: Members will recall that
during the debate on the Bill I undertook
to examine the amendment proposed by
the member for Morley, One of the main
reasons for my giving notice of an
amendment to delete the words "Crown
land" as defined in the Forests Act was
that the classes of land referred to were
restrictive and did not give an opportunity
to other managers of land reserved or
dedicated under the Land Act to have such
land Proclaimed a risk area. I referred
Particularly to water catchment areas,
national Parks, and flora and fauna re-
serves, and so on. I believe my amendment
Will overcome this situation inasmuch as
we will now be able to cover these water
catchment areas, etc.. with adequate pro-
tection should there be any incidence of
dieback in any of these reserves.

To recommend the acceptance of the
amendment Proposed by the member for
Morley would achieve only partial protec-
tion of these areas, because the definition
of "Crown land" in the Forests Act covens
only "land vested in Her Majesty and
neither dedicated to any public purpose
other than a common, nor lawfully con-
tracted to be granted in fee simple".

Over the years Crown Law officers have
ruled that land otherwise vested does not
come within the definition of "Crown
land". This means that water supply areas,
national parks, and flora and fauna res-
serves would not come within the ambit
of Crown land as defined.
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Since progress was reported I have had
an opportunity to examine fully what
alternative action could be taken to give
Protection to these particular classes of
land and I propose to amend the legisla-
tion.

It has become apparent that the approp-
dlate Place to do this is in the Forests Act
and my amendments which appear on the
notice paper are designed to enable the
legislation to cover State forests and tim-
ber reserves as well as the other land types
referred to.

I propose that the classes of land to be
encompassed by this measure be widened
by the adoption of a special definition of
"public land" which will replace "Crown
land, State forest and timber reserves' as
printed In the Bill.

So in other words, by having public land
we will be able satisfactorily to protect
any water catchment area, national park;
or flora and fauna reserve.

A further definition in clause 4 Identi-
fies the "prescribed part of the State"
which is considered necessary for Inclusion
at this stage. I think the member for
Morley suggested the area should include
the South-West Statistical Division and the
three shire areas of Denmark, Plantagenet,
and Albany. My definition takes in the
Perth Statistical Division, the South-West
Statistical Division, and the three shires
the honourable member referred to.

This covers each of the areas In which
there is cause to believe there may be
dieback, and it also takes in the eastern
end of the water catchment areas. I
believe this will provide adequate protec-
tion to the particular places involved. I
move an amendment-

Page 2, lines 11 and 12-Delete the
passage "Crown land, State forests.
and timber reserves" and substitute the
words "public land in the prescribed
part of the State".

Sitting suspended Yrom 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I congratulate the
Government on introducing the Forests
Act Amendment Bill. It represents a sig-
nificant victory for those who are con-
cerned with the long-term interests of the
State. As Indicated in the second reading,
this question is related to the water sup-
plies and the salinity thereof, and to the
dieback disease affecting our State forests.
Therefore in this regard we are talking
about the whole future of the mietropoli-
tan area and the southern part of the
State.

we have seen some vacillation on the
part of the Government. After the Hill
had been Introduced an amendment was
proposed to withdraw Crown lands, and
now we have the amendment before us.
I am happy to withdraw the amendments
standing In my name because I believe the

amendment before us and those that are
to follow are much better. They have
been researched thoroughly.

My Proposed amendment resulted in de-
laying the Passage of the Bill so that a
detailed, careful, and expert examination
could be made of It. As a result we have
seen a series of amendments for* which the
Government and the Minister for Forests
should be congratulated. We on this side
of the Chamber support the amendment,
and I indicate my intention not to pro-
ceed with the amendments in my name.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clause 5 Put and Passed.
Clause 6: Section 40C added-
Mr RIDGE: This clause relates to the

prescribed part of the State and also to the
definition of "public land". I am sure the
member for Morley who is speaking on be-
half of the Opposition would be satisfied
if I merely moved the amendment standing
in my name. I move an amendment--

Page 3, line 26--Insert before the
interpretation "risk area" interpreta-
tion as follows-

"Prescribed Part of the State"
means all those Portions of the
State that are south of lati-
tude 310 40' and west of long]-
tude 117%, and includes all
Portions, wherever situated,
of the municipal districts of
the Shires of Plantagenet,
Denmark and Albany;

"Public land" means--
(a) State forests and tim-

ber reserves:
(b) any other land vested

In Her Majesty and not
lawfully contracted to
be granted in fee simple
including-

(i) land of which
pastoral leases are
held under the
Land Act, 1933;

(ii) land held as min-
ing tenements un-
der the Mining:
Act, 1904 and the
regulations there-
under; and

li) land the subject.
of any timber
concession, tim-
ber lease or saw-
mil permit; and

(c) any other land reserved.
or dedicated pursuant to
the Land Act. 1933 but
vested in some person
other than Her Majesty;.

Mr A. R. T
very precise.
tended by my
will cover all

ONKIN: The
They cover
amendment.
areas of the

definitions are
what was in-
I believe they

State that are-
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likely to be affected by ,ihztophthora din-
namomi without assuming Jurisdiction
over the control of the land where the
disease is not likely to spread. These axe
excellent definitions, and they cover well
what is considered to be necessary.

Mr BRYCE: I Indicate my concurrence
with the comments expressed by the mem-
ber for Morley, and express my apprecia-
tion of the reaction of the Minister to the
suggestion Put forward. I am basing my
remarks on the comments made in his
second reading. I do not intend to com-
Press the substance of a second reading
speech In dealing with this clause.

I Was absent during the second reading
debate. I am very Pleased with the change
that has occurred as a result of an amend-
mient Proposed from this side of the Cham-
ber. In the Original Committee debate
some disagreement arose as to the signifi-
cance and relevance of the term "Crown
land". The amendment originally moved
by the member for Morley sought to
achieve something worth while. After It
was examined in some detail It was appre-
ciated that the amendment could be ex-
panded further.

The amendment of the Minister now be-
fore us Is an extension of the definitions of
"Public land" and "prescribed Part of the
State". It meets with our agreement, and
It is a significant biprovement to the pro-
vision contained in the Bill.

Amendment Put and Passed.
Clause, as amended, Put and Passed.
Clause 7: Section 40D added-
Mr RIDGE: I move an amendment-

Page 4, lie 3-Add after the pas-
sage "40D." the designation "(1)".

The reason for this amendment is that
there is to be a designation (2).

Amendment put and passed.
Mr RIDGE: I move an amendment-

Page 4, lines 4 and 5-Delete the
Passage "Crown land, State forests, or
timber reserves" and substitute the
words "public land in the prescribed
part of the State".

I have already given the reasons for this
amendment.

Amendment put and passed.
Mr RIDGE: I move an amendment-

Page 4, line 17-Delete the passage
"Proclamation. ." and substitute the
following-

Proclamation.
(2) Where pursuant to subsec-

tion (1) of this section the Con-
servator gives notice in respect of
any area of public land that Is not
vested in Her Majesty or is not
under the control and manage-
ment of the department, the Con-
senvator shall forthwith give a
copy of the notice to the person
In whom the area of public land is

vested or who has the control and
management thereof, as the case
may be, and the Minister shall not
make a recommendation pursuant
to subsection (1) of this section
unless and until he has given that
person the opportunity to make a
submission In writing on the mat-
ter within reasonable time of re-
ceiving the copy of the notice..

This amendment will provide for manage-
ment bodies or departments to be given
notice of an Intended proclamation
so that no recommendation Is made
to the Governor-In-Executive Council
without consideration being given to
requirements that may be needed.
This applies Particularly in relation to
national parks, or catchmnent areas for
water supplies, so that If the Forests De-
partment decides that a catchment area or
a Portion of it be declared a risk area or
a disease area the body concerned would
have the opportunity to Inform the Forests
Department that It required provision to
be made to give It access to the reserve
area or portions of It.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and Passed.
Clause 8: Section 40E added-
Mr RIDGE: In order to make provision

for a further designation I move an
amendment-

Page 4. line 20-Add after the pas-
sage "40E." the designation "(1)".

Amendment put and passed.
The clause was further amended, on

motions by Mr Ridge. as follows--
Page 4, lines 21 and 22-Delete the

Passage "Crown land, State forests, or
timber reserves" and substitute the
words "public land in the prescribed
Part of the State".

Page 4, line 33-Delete the passage
"Proclamation.."' and substitute the
following-

proclamation.
(2) Where pursuant to subsec-

tion (1) of this section the Con-
servator gives notice in respect of
any area of public land that is not
vested in Her Majesty or is not
under the control and manage-
ment of the department, the Con-
senvator shall forthwith give a
copy of the notice to the person
in whom the area of public land Is
vested or who has the control
and management thereof, as the
case may be, and the Minister
shall not make a recommendation
pursuant to subsection (1) of this
section unless and until he has
given that Person the opportunity
to make a submission in writing
on the matter within reasonable
time of receiving the copy of the
notice..
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Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clause 9 put and passed.
Clause 10: Section 40H added-
Mr RIDGE: I move an amendment-

Page 8, line 5-Insert after the
word "against" the words "this Part
or"

In explanation, If members refer to the
Bill they will find the penalties which are
to be applicable will relate only to the
regulations, whereas It is necessary to have
penalties apply to this part as well as the
regulations.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, Put and Passed.
New Clause 10-
Mr RIDGE: I move-

Page 5-Insert after clause 9 the
following new clause to stand as
clause 10-

Section 10. The principal Act Is
400 Added. amended by adding a section

as follows--
Mining 40G. (1) Where land
tenemenite, held as a mining tenement

under the Mining Act, 1904
and the regulations there-
under is In a risk area or
a disease area and the
holder of the tenement In-
tends to explore or exploit
a part of it he shall, at
least three months before
the date on which he in-
tends to do so, give to the
Minister notice In writing
thereof wherein the Part Of
the tenement and that
date are specified.

(2) Wlhere pursuant to
,subsection (1) of this sec-
tion the holder of a min-
ing tenement gives notice,
the Minister shall give him
written authority to, ex-
plore or exploit, as the case
may be, the part specified
in the notice on and after
the date so specified unless
the Minister, after con-
sultation with the Minister
of the Crown for the time
being administering the
Mining Act, 1904, has good
and sufficient reason to
the contrary, but the
holder may do so only-

()by entering that
part by a route
described in the
written authority;
and

(b) subject to such con-
ditions as are speci-
fied in the written
authority..

The purpose of the new clause is to add
a new section 400 which sets out that
holders of mining areas may gain access
to work areas. I think It will be appreci-
ated that most other forest users such as
beekeepers and log cutters can be accom-
modated or Provided with alternative sites.
Of course, that Is not the case with mining
tenement holders. We wish to give these
people the right of access to disease or
risk areas provided that access is not
incompatible with the purposes of the
legislation.

Naturally, in the event of the depart-
ment allowing anybody into diseased areas.
steps would be taken to ensure that any
plant used was adequately washed down.

New clause put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, with amendments, and the

report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Mr Ridge (Minister for Forests) * and
transmitted to the Council.

SALE OF LAND ACT AMENDMENT
BELL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from the 15th October.

MR BERTRAM (Mt. ]Hawthorn) [7.50
p.m.]: This Bill has the support of the
Opposition and I do not intend to speak
for very long. Unlike the Sale of Goods
Act-which has not been subject to
amendment since its introduction in 1895
-this is the second occasion that the
Sale of Land Act of 1070 has come before
this Parliament to be amended. That is
not altogether surprising because new
measures very often require renovation
early in their careers. The Sale of Goods
Act was an exception to that general rule.

The Sale of Land Act of 1970 was de-
signed to consolidate and amend the law
relating to the sale of land and, in the
process, it repealed a number of Acts which
appeared in the schedule. Those Acts in-
cluded The Vendor and Purchaser Act.
1878; the Sale of Land (Vendors' Obligea-
tions) Act, iBS0O; the Purchasers' Protec-
tion Act, 1933, and other amendments to
that Act.

The Bill now before us is concerned
really with the sale of land or, more cor-
rectly, the publicity, advertising, invita-
tions, or options associated with the sale
of land where a portion of land Is being
purchased by more than one person: that
is, being purchased in undivided shares,
as tenants in common. The Bill does
not have anything to do with another
concept of joint ownership of property,
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which Is Joint tenancy, the usual form of
ownership of a matrimonial home by a
husband and wife. Whilst many years ago
it was common practice for the matri-
monial home to be in the name of the
husband, these days It is generally the
practice for the matrimonial home to be
in the name of both the husband and
wife as joint tenants. They have an
equality of ~ownership and upon the death
of one of the spouses the other auto-
matically survives into the ownership of
the whole; that is to say, after certain
formalities have been finailsed, such as
death duties, if any, as are payable on the
particular estate.

The type of ownership with which this
Bill is concerned is different from the
situation where married people own a
matrimonial home under joint tenancy.
More often than not tenants in common
do not own equal interest In land, and in
the event of the death of one of the ten-
ants In common the land does not auto-
mnatically go to the surviving owner or
owners. The land owned by the tenant
in common is distributed according to his
will, or according to the Statutes of dis-
tribution.

This Bill is concerned with undivided
shares, or the tenancy in common situa-
tion, where an owner of such an interest
is entitled to what we call a "Purple
title". It has become the practice for
people who own large tracts of land-
completely undivided-and perhaps some-
where along our northern coast, to sell
that land to people not only In Australia,
but In various other parts of the world.
So 'we have the situation where a person,
say, in Hong Kong, buys a 1-300th share
in a 300-acre area of land. In most cases
the Person concerned thinks he has, In
fact, purchased one separate definable
acre of the 300 acres. However, in prac-
tice he has usually become most alarmed
suddenly to find that instead of owning
one acre he does not own even one rain
of sand which Is In his own exclusive
ownership. He finds that the whole of the
300 acres is owned by as many as 300
people.

Of course, this situation is causing much
hardship and distress, amongst other
things, and It Is attracting anything but
favourable comment about this State from
those people who are caught up In this
type of transaction.

One can also Imagine the predicament
which occurs when a local governing body,
or some other government department.
seeks to Issue an assessment or give notice
to the owners of land in this type of situ-
ation, Unlike the ordinary matrimonial
home situation, where a man and his wife
receive an assessment in their Joint names,
an assessment has to be addressed to the
300 People who own the undivided land.
Alternatively, a government department

might have to put 300 names on a notice.
It can be seen that the situation has got
completely out of hand.

It is very shoddy dealing, and the blame
is attachable to those who sell land in this
way. They trick people Into buying shares,
and leave them In the awful predicament
of not owning a separate Portion of the
land. There have been instances where
people have bought something like a
1-300th share In 300 acres. The situation
could extend to a block of land covering
1 000 acres, where a person could be sold
a 1-1 000th share and still not own any
separate part of that land. People who
are involved In this situation find that
they are in a situation akin to a partner-
ship, as Joint owners, with people they
have never met and whom they are not
likely ever to meet. The complications
and the resulting dilemmas are endless.

The situation has developed over some
time. The public has been warned and
the Law Reform Commission was asked to
set about finding ways and means to stop
this type of sale from continuing. I under-
stand the Law Reform Commission has
made recommendations to the Govern-
ment and almost wholly and solely the
recommendations have been adopted and
are included in this Bill which, as I have
said, we support.

We can only hope that the provisions
contained in the Bill will be as effective as
it is hoped they will be. However, know-
Ing human Ingenuity, one is not altogether
confident that any legislation will be fool-
proof. It is a task for legal people to
work out ways and means to bring under
control the mischief and inconvenience
which has resulted from some land sales.

In short, amongst other things the Bill
prohibits the public offering or soliciting
for offers of undivided shares in land, or
offers of options to purchase, although it
Is not a blanket prohibition. I think the
Minister spelt out four different exceptions
to protect various worth-while actions. We
think the exceptions are justified, and for
that, and also for the other reasons I have
enumerated, we support the measure.

MRl O1NEI0L (East Melville-Minister for
Works) [8.01 pjm.]: I want to thank the
Opposition for its support of the measure.
To date I think no fewer than 85 Bills
have been Introduced into the Chamber
this session. This Bill was in about the
middle range; in our official index it is
No. 42. Some question may be raised as
to why this Bill, having Passed the Legis-
lative Council, spent a fair amount of time
on the lower part of our notice paper. I
think the reason for this action has now
become evident. An amendment to clause
6 of the Bill appears in my name on the
notice paper, and this indicates clearly
what the Government proposes to do. Fol-
lowing representations made to us by some
people, certain problems that may be oc-
casioned by the passage of the Bill in its
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present form were seen to exist. However,
Mr Speaker, I am sure you will agree with
me that the explanaton of the amendment
is best left to the Committee stage. I
commend the Bill to the House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Deputy Chairman of Committees

(Mr Elaikie) In the Chair; Mr O'Neil
(Minister for Works) in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 5 put and passed.
Clause 6: Section 19C added-
Mr O'NEIL: As I mentioned during

the second reading debate, I propose to
move an amendment to this clause, and
I believe this action requires some explana-
tion.

Members will be aware that when this
Bill comes into operation it will prevent
any person who owns an undivided share
in land from publicly seeking offers to
purchase part only of that person's un-
divided shareholding.

Representations have been made to the
Government that this change in the law
could cause considerable hardship to per-
sons who purchased undivided sharehold-
ings prior to the date on which the pro-
posals were announced by the introduction
of the Bill in another place. Up till now
any person who had an undivided share-
holding in vacant land or in a flat, fac-
tory, hotel, or other project, could law-
fully advertise to seek a buyer for any
part of his undivided shareholding, so
long, of course, as the undivided share-
holding did not also amount to an inter-
est under division 5 of part IV of the
Companies Act. Such advertisements
would become unlawful under the Bill
unless the owner is advertising that he
wants to sell only his total undivided
shareholding to a single purchaser, and,
of course, the finding of a suitable pur-
chaser might prove impossible, particu-
larly in times when finance is difficult
to obtain.

Accordingly, the Government has de-
cided to move an amendment to clause
6 which will enable the Minister to
exempt Persons in this situation from the
restrictions of the Bill, but subject to such
conditions as the Minister thinks fit.

One of the malpractices which the Bill
has set out to correct is the practice
whereby persons selling undivided shares
In vacant land mislead prospective buyers
into believing that they will obtain a
separate lot; that is to say, exclusive pos-
session and ownership of an identifiable
part, of the land concerned. Although
under the amendment it would be possible
for the Minister to grant an exemption
to a person who held an undivided share
in vacant land prior to the l0th September,
1974, 1 wish to assure members that if
such an exemption were to be granted in
relation to an undivided share holding in

vacant land, conditions will be Imposed
ensuring that prospective purchasers are
made aware of the fact that they are not
being offered a lot, but merely an uniden-
tifiable interest in common with all other
owners of the broad acres of land con-
cerned.

It is the Government's view that if the
amendment is accepted it will provide a
means of giving relief to personis from the
provisions of the new Bill in circumstances
where relief is really required without
derogating from the protection to the
public which the Bill sets out to give.

I move an amendment-
Page 7-Insert after subsection (1)

the following new subsection to stand
as subsection (2)-

(2) Where a person who was
the owner of an undivided share
in land on the tenth day of Sep-
tember, 1974, satisfies the Minister
that It would be unreasonable for
the Provisions of this Part to apply
so as to restrict him from making
offers or invitations relating to the
whole or any part of that uin-
divided share, the Minister may
exempt that person from the re-
strictions of this Part In relation
to the whole or any part of that
undivided share, and in that event
section 19D does not apply to any
contract entered Into or any option
granted by that person In relation
to that undivided share or any
part thereof while that exemption
remains In force..

Amendment put and Passed.
Mr O'NEIL: As the Committee has ac-

cepted my amendment, it will be necessary
to move two consequential amendments. I
move an amendment-

Page '7, line 30-Delete the sub-
section designation "(2)" and substi-
tute the subsection designation "(3)".

Amendment Put and Passed.
Mr O'NEIL: I move an amendment-

Page 7. line 31-Delete the passage
"subsection (1)" and substitute the
passage "subsection (1) or subsection
(2) ".

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clause 7 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, with amendments, and the

report adopted.

T'hird Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr

O'Neil (minister for Works), and returned
to the Council with amendments.
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APPROPRIATION BILL
(CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND)

in Committee
Resumed from the 21st November. The

Chairman of Committees (Mr Thompson)
in the Chair; Sir Charles Court (Treas-
urer) in charge of the Bill.

Fart 1: Parliamnent-
Progress was reported on part 1.

MR JAMIE SON (Welshpool-Deputy
Leader of the opposition) [8.14 p.m.]; I
would like to address a few remarks to
this part which deals with the appropria-
tion for the running of Parliament. Over
the last few years we have seen staffing
changes connected with Parliament, and
members now have assistance to carry out
their electoral work. I am quite happy with
this. I think it Is high time this was done
for State members. I understand similar
moves are being made in other States.

The problem I raise relates to the in-
crease in staff at Parliament House. The
employing bodies of Parliament House are
the Joint Printing Committee, which em-
ploys the Mansard staff, the Legislative
Assembly, and the Legislative Council,
which employ their own staff, the Joint
House Committee anid the Library Com-
mittee. In accommodating this additional
staff, the resources of this building have
been severely taxed and, as a result, what
was the original set-up of the Parliament
House has been considerably changed.

We often hear members saying that a
Caucus meeting was held, whether it be
the Liberal Party, the Country Party, or
the Labor Party Caucus. However, no such
term could correctly be applied in this
building because the word "Caucus" means
a talk in private, and there is nowhere in
this House which could really be des-
cribed as private. Discussions can easily
be heard in the corridors and, usually.
when a member returns to his party room
after being outside, the first thing he says
when he gets inside is, "Hey, you fellows,
keep your voices down a bit!" We are en-
titled to be able to conduct our discus-
sions-in an animated way, if necessary-
within the confines of a private party room
where all and sundry cannot overhear our
deliberations.

Suggestions have been made to extend
Parliament House. I know that finance is
always a problem, but proposals have been
made to extend the eastern wing of the
building by about three office lengths on
each end. I had hoped that if this had
eventuated, at least the ends of those two
wings could have been set aside as ef-
fective party meeting rooms. There Is not
one room in this Parliament House in
which one can conduct an effective party
meeting. Perhaps the Country Party is the
most secure in this respect, as I assume

its members use the top, corner room.
However, none of these rooms was origin-
ally prepared for this purpose.

I have sat on Select Committee and
Joint House Committee meetings and I
find that today the Labor Party uses as a
party meeting room what was originally
the Select Committee room. However, it
is not secure enough. The walls are not
sufficiently soundproofed for the purpose.
We have now transferred the Select Corn-
mittee room to the old newspaper reading
room near the entrance of the House;
however, that is only a compromise and
is certainly not an effective substitute.

Although many of the other State Par-
liament Houses are old by comparison
with this building, they do have decent
Party meeting rooms and it is about time
we reached the stage where we were able
to conduct secure party meetings at whiAch
members could get excited at the Premier
or the Leader of the Opposition if they
so desired. That is their right; it is part
of democracy, members are entitled to ex-
Press their points of view. However, we
cannot do so now when all and sundry are
aware that some skirmish is going on.

For instance, when the Prime Minister
was over here before we went out of office,
we met in the Cabinet room. Later, mem-
bers of the Press were able to tell me that-
not unusually-the Prime Minister and I
had had a rather animated discussion.
They could hear everything that went on
in the Cabinet room, whenever somebody
raised his voice above the normal decibel
rating of conversation tones. However, to
their credit, they did not report what was
said; I was very happy that the Press was
so honourable on this point. It was not
their fault that they heard what was
going on behind the walls of the Cabinet
room.

This is not good enough for our par-
liamentary system; sometimes we must dis-
cuss affairs which must go no further
than our own ears; otherwise, things can
become complicated. Members do not
want to hear thrown at them across the
Chamber what was said In private in their
party room. That is not reasonable, but
quite easily could be the situation. There
is an urgent necessity for the Government
to make provision for some form of party
rooms and, indeed, to look at the entire
building in terms of future accommnoda-
tion.

I remember being on the Joint House
committee when the new extensions were
being discussed. The architect in charge,
Mr Van Mens, said that he would prefer
to knock down the entire building and
start from scratch and would probably be
able to give us a better job at the same
price. However, this was not to be as we
were connecting to buildings which had
some historical significance, if nothing
else. We also had two rather decent
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Chambers, by comparison with other Legis-
lative Chambers in Australia. I Suppose
the acoustic properties of Whe Assembly
and Council Chambers 'Would compare
favourably with most other Legislative
Chambers in Australia, except perhaps the
more modemn ones.

I believe that Probably when we added
to the old building we appreciated any-
thing we got because members of Whe Lg-
islative Assembly had been confined for
so long to one small room in the corridor;-
the same situation applied to members of
the Legislative Council. Consequently, we
were Pleased to receive any Improvement.
However, when we compare this building
with the accommodation provided in other
Parliament Houses for members, commit-
tees, and staff, it can be seen that this
building leaves a lot to be desired. We
deserve to have better accommodation
from which to conduct the affairs of State.

I know criticism is always made of
finance spent in this manner. However.
I also know that during the time the ex-
tensions were Underway, to my knowledge
not one member received a letter of con-
denination about the money being spent.
Perhaps later, when we put in fountains
and such extras, criticism was made; how-
ever, nobody criticised the extensions to
Parliament House.

In fact, some visiting Eastern States
members of Parliament expressed amaze-
ment that no criticism had been forth-
coming. They said they had delayed for
a long time in New South Wales proposals
to improve their building. However, even
that building has certain advantages over
this one. As the Premier would know, it
is a very old building, but at least It is
air-conditioned and has effective party
rooms, even though there is limited accom-
modation for members in many other ways.

We must remedy the situation before
long so that better accommodation can
be Provided in this building. Again, prob-
ably, it was our own fault that we did not
get something better in the first place.
Perhaps we should have sent people with
a knowledge of parliamentary procedures,
such as the Clerks and others, to other
Parliaments in nearby countries so that
they could have examined the accommo-
dation provided there and reported back
to us on their findings; the architects
could then have used that information as
a basis for their design. Instead, the
architects took charge and designed a
Parliament building which they believed
would serve the Purpose. As a result, we
find ourselves In the situation which pre-
vails today. It should not be tolerated any
longer.

I realise that no provision has been
made for such improvements this year and
there is no way in the world the problem
will be cured within a day or two. How-
ever. we could certainly improve the
situation within the next decade. it is my

hope that one of the suggested extension
plans Will be accepted by the Government,
whether It be in the form of building a6
third floor on the complex facing Harvest
Terrace or adding to the wings. Surely
we should be able to find adequate room
for the staff of Parliament House.

We have found ourselves breaking UP
magazine reading rooms into steno-
graphers' rooms. They were never intended
to fulfil such a function: they are only
makeshift and we could do a lot better In
the way of facilities.

So. I suggest that we keep this problem
in mind and hope it will not be long
before the Government-whatever Gov-
ernment Is in office-wifl Provide the
parliamentary parties with adequate meet-
ing rooms and the staff of this House with
adequate accommodation.

MR BRYCE (Ascot) [8.27 P.M.]: The
remarks I wish to make do not contain
a great many lofty principles but do
contain a number of what I consider
to be pertinent comments relating to
the electorate offices of members of
Parliament. The decision made by the
previous Government towards the end
of the Twenty-seventh Parliament to
establish electorate office facilities In the
electorates of members who so desired, was
a very considerable step forward. The
decision was taken after the last Estimates
had been passed and no opportunity was
provided at that time to comment on this
significant new benefit to the electors, as
well as members of Parliament which has
arisen from this decision.

However, 12 months after the first such
office was established, a number of queries
have arisen which I should like to direct
to the Treasurer; there are also a number
of issues I should like him to consider.
Once again, there is nothing very lofty In
terms of principle contained in what I am
saying; however, I understand this is the
appropriate time and place to raise this
matter.

My colleague, the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, has already mentioned that the
establishment of these electorate office
facilities resulted in a considerable re-
duction in the pressure for additions to
Parliament House-something which, of
course, cannot be undertaken very lightly.
Such a proposal would involve a consider-
able amount of capital cost.

I should like to get down to the basics
of the shortcomings as I see them concern-
ing the way the electorate offices are op-
erating. I should also like to refer to a few
specific points relating Particularly to the
role and the terms of employment of elec-
torate office secretaries. Officially, these
women are classified as clerk-typists. I be-
lieve in terms of the responsibilities which
they undertake and the job they are doing,
they well and truly warrant a salary re-
classification based on terms Of their
worth.
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I have discussed this with certain people
Inside the Public Service and have found
that women on the same grade classifica-
tions, who are functioning simply as clerk-
typists and do not have the direct responsi-
bility of contact with the public or the
same degree of responsibilitles undertaken
by women in the electorate offices, receive
comparable salaries.

I believe there is a clear-cut case to
support a revision of the salary classifica-
tion of these women. I am prepared to be
critical of the previous Government In
actually setting their salaries at the level
it did. I believe when a comparison is
made of their responsibilities with the
responsibilities which are borne by secre-
taries to senators or to members of the
House of Representatives it will be found
that their duties are no less than their
Commonwealth counterparts. No-one will
argue that with this situation the world
over, efficiency and productivity will vary
from office to office. Nevertheless, if the
right type of person is to be attracted to
this position it is high time we reviewed
the salary classification of these women.

In ternms of sheer mechanics alone there
are, of course, one or two problems. I
understand that it was a Treasury deci-
sion to establish the working conditions
of the women who work in these electoral
offices and I think in one respect it is
an absurd decision that would not be
tolerated in any Government department
or in any Private business. What I am re-
ferring to is that if the secretary to a
member of Parliament happens to go on
her four weeks' annual leave the office re-
mains unmanned. Once again, In this re-
spect, I am quite happy to criticise the
terms laid down originally that relate to
the working conditions of these secretaries.
because undoubtedly they were framed in
a hurry.

I understand the Premier Is a man of
considerable tolerance and of exceptional
patience, but I could not imagine him ar-
riving at his office In the Superannuation
Building at any stage of any working week
to be told that his secretary was absent
on leave for one month and so would be
obliged to erect a sign, "Office, Closed",
until his secretary returned from her leave;
because as things stand at the moment
that is what will happen in the electorate
office occupied by a member of the Legis-
lative Assembly or a member of the Legis-
lative Council.

Mr Mensaros: Except that he works
event weekend which makes 100 days he
does not have a secretary.

Mr BRYCE: I can honestly say to the
Minister that I work seven days a week, but
it is handy at the weekend to dictate into
a tape recorder answers to correspondence
and to draft reports and then to arrive
at the office on Monday morning to have
one's secretary type the letters and the
reports.

I amn sure the Treasurer will appreciate
the point I am about to make. My secre-
tary will be due for her annual holidays
at some stage of the autumn session of
Parliament next year. I find, having
established an electorate office, that my
constituents are well aware of its existence
and the telephone calls and the visits that
are made to that office are considerable.
What am I supposed to do-

Mr Rushton: You could relieve her.
Sir Charles Court: We will give you a

pair.
Mr BRYCE: I realise that the Premier

would probably be delighted to do that.
Sir Charles Court: So long as you leave

us with a quorum.
Mr BRYCE: So long as the Treasurer IS

Prepared to grant the same accommoda-
tion to his own members. I would like
the Treasurer to consider my suggestion,
because in a similar way the same prob-
lem arises if the secretary to a member
goes on some period of extended sick leave.
Any member of Parliament can manage for
a short time, but the staffing position seems
absurd now that the decision has been
made to establish electorate offices-and I
found there was some considerable resis-
tance to this decision by some more senior
members on both sides of the Chamber-
and the officers who made it, in MY
opinion, have taken a considerable step
forward. No member of this Parliament is
required to open an electorate office if it
does not suit him. However, having made
the decision to have electorate offices with
secretaries, it seems that some of the final
details associated with them have fallen
short. I would therefore like the Treasurer
to give some consideration to providing a
Pool of secretaries or make provision for
some form of short-term assistance to a
member while his secretary is on leave.
This Is done by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment.

Mr Rushton: it has an open-ended
barrel.

Mr Jamieson: The Minister will get the
open end, too.

Mr Laurance: The Commonwealth
spends it better than we do!

Mr BRYCE: I would like the member
to repeat what he said because it makes me
appreciate that there seems to be some
benefit In "propagandering".

So this whole question Is very much an
industrial one so far as members of Par-
liament are concerned, but it Is significant.

Another aspect is the lack of facilities
that are provided in the electorate offices.
I understand the Premier is a tape re-
corder addict. This is one piece of equip-
ment that is sadly missing in an electorate
office provided for a member of Parlia-
ment and, in my opinion, it is something
that should be Provided. I think the at-
titude adopted by officers of the Civil 5cr-
vice who made the decision to provide
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certain facilities for these officers was a
very "down in the mouth"' one, which I
found to be passing strange, to say the
least, and it certainly did not find favour
with me.

There ls nio doubt that there is a need
in these electorate offices for extra filing
cabinets and it is unbelievable that no
bookshelves have been provided. It may
sound trivial to be raising this question
in the State Parliament, but I have found
in approaching officers of the Public Ser-
vice and the Public Works Department that
one seems to be met with one gigantic
question mark which is beaded in the di-
rection of the decision makers and, of
course, the ultimate decision maker is the
.Teasurer himself.

When the Treasurer replies to the point
I have raised I would like him to Indicate
whether or not he thinks members of Par-
liament should be carrying out their duties
with facilities at their disposal which are
of a standard that are less than the stand-
ard of facilities available to his Ministers
and to responsible officers of the Public
Service.

KR A. R. TONKIN (Morley) [8.38
P.m.]: I will not take as long as the pre-
vious. two speakers to raise one or two
points I wish to make, but they are of great
significance because they relate to the
operations of Parliament. I have seen
a suggestion made in the Press which
I have since heard over the radio; namely,
that members of Parliament should indulge
in secret ballots in this place. The sugges-
tion was that they would then be free
from intimidation from their leaders or
members of their own parties, and no doubt
would be free from intimidation from their
own electors.

I exemplify the situation that a mem-
ber could be returned to Parliament over
a Period of 40 years. in much the same
way as the Leader of the Opposition has,
by electors who would fondly suppose that
he was in favour of certain propositions
that they supported, when all the time
he was actually secretly voting against
them. I refer to this suggestion briefly
to point out how absurd it is because the
question of holding a secret ballot in Par-
liament has been discussed quite freely.
There is no doubt it is absurd, but unfor-
tunately there are people connected with
the Press and radio stations who raise this
question at Intervals and it leaves an
absurd idea in the minds of the People. If
any member of this Parliament is not pre-
pared to stand up here and express his
views and be counted he should not be
here.

I wish to say, briefly, also that the
people are not getting value for money
from this Parliament. One of the reasons
I put forward for making that assertion is
the lack of a proper committee system. A

shire council of the size of the Bassendean
Shire, for example, which has jurisdiction
over four square miles has a committee
system. There are back-benchers in this
Parliament who sit around during every
sitting and who cross the floor at the right
time to vote, and I believe there is a
great deal of talent which is not being
drawn upon in a proper way by forming a
committee system.

We had a goad example of the need for
a committee system brought before us last
night when a Bill was Introduced to this
House but there was no proper procedure
available to review its contents. There-
fore we should have a proper committee
system so that members of Parliament can
make themselves fully acquainted with the
subject dealt with in any piece of legisla-
tion, and be In a Position to call upon ex-
perts-either working in a, government
capacity or in a private capacity-An the
form of academics and various other people
so that they may be questioned under a
committee system to enable members of
Parliament to become experts on a cer-
tain question.

As 1 have said, all shire councils have
a committee system and I want to know
why this Parliament that has jurisdiction
over one million square miles does not have
a committee system. Therefor-e, it Is for
that reason I believe the people of this
State are not getting value for their money,
because members of Parliament merely
make up the numbers to vote on legislation
about which they are not fully acquainted.

I notice that the Australian Government
has appointed another departmental com-
mittee to investigate the question of open
government. I believe in open govern-
ment, but I have not seen any evidence of
It so far being exercised in this Parlia-
ment. We should take steps to ensure that
the function of government is brought into
the open to a much greater extent. I can
point to many departments where there
Is a definite lack of open government.
Therefore, this Parliament should intro-
duce legislation to ensure that the People
have access to government information.

I believe that the issuing of green papers
by this Parliament-which procedure is
followed overseas-so that members of
Parliament can obtain detailed informia-
tion before the legislation hits the deck to
enable them to make up their minds, is
quite sound. By this means members could
be in at the conception of legislation and
make a meaningu review of It. At pres-
ent a member of Parliament is no more
than a rubber stamp. A Minister intro-
duces a Bill, it is left lying around for a
few days, a few members speak to it, a
division Is taken to decide what the vote
shall be, and it is then Passed on to an-
other place to go through the same pro-
cedure. So I consider this Is a colossal
waste of the taxpayers' money.
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I say this because we are just not ful-
filling our real role In this place. I am
not blaming any individual member, but
I am blaming members collectively, be-
cause It is within our hands to Introduce
a genuine committee system to obtain more
information from the Government and
other sources so that we can really act as
legislators and be fully cognisant of what
Is in Bills that are brought before the
Parliament and be able to make a decision
with a full knowledge of the matters in-
volved instead of voting from Ignorance.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands--
Treasurer) (8.44 p.m.]: In replying to the
comments made on part 1 of the Estimates
which deals with Parliament, first of all I
want to say that I appreciate the Interest
in the establishment. Usually this Is the
section in the Estimates that receives less
attention than any other.

I will refer specifically and firstly to the
remarks made by the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition. I believed when the deci-
sion was made to establish electorate offices
that members had their priorities wrong.
I make no bones about the fact that I
resisted the establishment of electorate
offices, but not for the reasons that many
members may think. I was of the opinion
that once the electorate offices were estab-
lished It would be assumed that the pres-
sure was off Parliament House. and that
the large sumn of money involved in any
proposed extensions would be very difficult
to extricate from any Government, no
matter which one was in office. This Is
very similar to a matter of a cultural
nature.

if we try to buy new pictures or estab-
ish an art gallery or a concert hall there
are always those who say there are
greater Priorities like those of the starv-
ing Ethiopians. I understand only too well
the problems we had when we were in
Government before in making a decision
about the extensions to Parliament House.
When one looks back on the conditions
which existed then one wonders how we
survived. It is hard to believe that there
was one common room for all Legislative
Assembly members, and if two people were
in the room there was no privacy so,' if
the weather was fine a member usually
ended up out in the street with his con-
stituent.

I am not suggesting we go back to the
conditions of those days. Members might
not know, but Hansarcfexisted for nearly
50 years in what could have been the only
two-storey tin shed in the city. That was
approximately where the present bar faci-
lities are and it extended right along. It
was a two -storey building constructed
literally of galvanized. iron.

I will not bring tears to the eyes of
members because of the way we roughed
it. The Leader of the Opposition and my-
self and one or two others can say that
we were here then.

I want to make the point that it is
very difficult to get money of a substantial
nature for Parliament House. It is not the
most popular establishment in the world.
People say It would be good to have a
lovely Parliament House--but not yet!
Personally I favour bringing the standard
of Parliament House up to a suitable level
not only for the immediate needs, but for
those of the future.

What the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion said Is ever so true. It is well known
that if a member wants to know what is
going on In the respective party meetings
he has only to stand down on the pave-
ment. I am pleased to hear members oppo-
site indicate that they say the same as
we do when we walk In the door; that is,
"Seep Your voice down. They can hear you
down in the street." This situation is with
us. I agree that it is not right because in
the party room many important matters
involving the State are discussed, apart
from the internal politics of the parties,
which is not as important.

There are aspects of State business
which I want to deal with in connection
with the comments of the member for
Morley which are dealt with in those
party rooms. The average man in the
street does not understand the importance
of the party meetings to the Parliament
and the parliamentary system. Many im-
portant Items are sorted out in those
rooms by members of both sides and those
matters cannot be sorted out in a semi-
Public atmosphere. We must face up to
this question.

I could let members into a secret. We
had decided that the day would have to
come in respect of the Parliament House
offices when our Parliament House would
have to be made more efficient and
effective. I think they are the right
words. It was thought that it would
be a good idea if the architect who under-
stood all the electrical, plumbing and en-
gineering problems associated with the
original building and the extensions which
were made could be commissioned to pre-
pare a set of working drawings for which
there would be Proper consultation with
those who understand the parliamentary
procedure and requirements. The idea was
hopefully that if we had such documents
we would at some stage be able to induce
the Treasurer of the day to open his heart
and squeeze the project in. Probably this
would be the Treasury's job rather than
the Treasurer's.

Unfortunately Mr Van Mens, who was
commissioned to do the work for which the
money was to be set aside in the Estimates,
died rather tragically before I had even
signed the minute. This was rather sad be-
cause he had a great deal of practical
knowledge about the engineering side of
the building which would have saved a lot
of money. He would not have had to ferret
around and dig out the information and
rethink the structural side. In a building of
this kind, taking into consideration air-
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conditioning, knowledge of the ducting,
electricals, and plumbing, etc. are vital
matters.

However, we have not abandoned this,
and the Minister for Works has been sent
back to a treadmill to find another way to
get the work continued. This maybe gives
members a ray of hope. I am not suggest-
ing that the next Estimates will have
$1.5 million set aside for Parliament
House, but at least we are making a start.
I also know that the Minister for Works
is a Practical fellow and he will want to
get together some of the parliamentary
brains. When I say that I am referring to
those who understand the machinery of
Parliament and how it works. These people
should get together and thus influence
the thoughts of the architects and
engineers.

Too often we have men who are as-
signed to building a school or a hospital,
and the last people they consult are those
who must work in the building. I have
seen this happen even at the university.
The classic example was the engineering
wing when the only people out of the
Picture were those who had to run the
engineering school. As a consequence
many Problems arose.

However, I just give members that ray
of hope by letting them know that we are
thinking in terms of starting to face up
to the ultimate to establish what will be
required.

Could I move on to the next point,
which is the operation of Parkinson's law.
I almost saw the book unfolding In front
of me because this is the very thing I
warned about and discussed with the then
Premier when the matter was first mooted.
Everyone was as happy as Larry. Those
who wanted it had an office and a secre-
tary. However. I Predicted that In less
than 12 months the pressure would be on
for a reception room, for tape recorders,
and for more space in which to entertain
one's constituents.

Mr Eryce: Are you happy to do without
Your tape recorder?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I said that there
would be a request for the upgrading of
the secretary, and the year after that a
request for a research officer, and then the
following Year, a request for a public rela-
tions officer per member. I said all that
half facetiously at the time, but I felt that
that would be about the timing of It.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: I hope you resist it.
Sir CHARLES COURT: What?
Mr A. R. Tonkin: The applications as

they Come forward.
Sir CHARLES COURT: Thank goodness

for a friend!
Quite seriously, thin is life and I have

seen It often enough to know that once
one starts this type of thing, one is on
the treadmill and It is only natural that
everyone wants a better, prettier, or more
efficient typist. I do not treat this face-

tiously or as being abnormal. All I say Is
that we must have a little time to digest
what we are committed to at the moment.

I just ask members to be a little tolerant
not because of any lack of sympathy.
Frankly I believe the priority is to got
something moving with the building, even
if it takes two or three years to reach
finality on what we want and how it will
be built. I do not think we should ever
give up on this one because it Is one of
those things in regard to which if thle
pressure Is not maintained It will never
happen; and sooner or later the operations
of the building will break down under
their own weight.

It follows as night follows day that the
moment we make a move, there Is a conse-
quential growth and demand for more
accommodation. Quite apart from the
fact that some of the rooms are not big
enough for their purposes or sound proof.
the working conditions in the rooms at
the front of the building here at most
times of the year are Intolerable. It is
considered a very attractive building if one
does not have to work In it. In the
mowning conditions can be absolutely un-
bearable at the front of the building. I
had some experience there for some time
and it did not matter what was done, it
was very difficult to Improve the situation.

However, I am quite prepared to keep
the matter under review, but I do not
make any promises. I have asked mem-
bers to make up their minds as to the
priorities. I believe the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition is on the right track when
he says that this building should be Put
Into the right condition. Members already
have offices. Maybe we can have a look
at one or two details to ensure they are
habitable.

Mr Bryce: Now I know why people go
on strike!

Sir CHARLES COURT: The member
for Ascot raised the point about leave for
secretaries. He knows that when the con-
ditions were laid down this was spelt out
and at the time members were very happy
to carry on for that period.

Mr Bryce: They weren't. That's the
point, and if the Leader of the Opposition
were here he would be nodding his head
to indicate they were not happy.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I felt sorry for
the Leader of the Opposition when Premier
because of the way members opposite bull-
dozed him at that time.

Mr Bryce: He saw the light of day.
Sir CHARLES COURT: Every time he

got off a plane after having been away, he
dreaded what the situation would be In
must have dreaded what the situation
would be in regard to the electorate offices.
I make no bones about the fact that that
was one time when we were in complete
harmony because having been in Govern-
ment before I know what happened with
finance.
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One of the problems Is that we have the
example of absolute extravagance on the
part of the Commonwealth. I do not be-
lieve its secretarial services are used con-
omically. Admittedly the members must
have someone here while they are in Can-
berra and then they have another set of
facilities over there. Do not let us model
ourselves on them because I believe that
In the main our members would use their
facilities more than the Commonwealth
members and they would use them more
consistently, more effectively, more con-
centratedly, and more personally.

Mr Bryce: Could you qualify the situ-
ation about leave? Will you look at the
position of leave for secretaries so that the
offices will not have to be closed for four
weeksz? Or Is It the determination that
there will be no review?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I realise that If
we meet the wish of the member for Ascot,
which I presume is the wish of other
members too-

Mr Bryce: Certainly.
Sir CHARLES COURT: -we would have

to have about six standby additional
people.

Mr Bryce: One for each 12 offices.
Sir CHARLES COURT: We will get only

48 weeks out of the relief officer because
she must also have her leave so we must
have 12 lots of four because they must be
split between the two Houses,

I just want to say that we are at the
present asking people to show restraint. I
am experiencing terrible pressures from
the different departments because we are
trying to keep down the growth of the
Public Service, we are asking the de-
partments to review the situation and to
do better than has been the case in the
past. I do not want members to take it
for granted that they can ring the Public
Service Board for a replacement.

However, I will promise that I will have
a look at the specific question of leave
and maybe we may have to hold some un-
official talks on the subject to see how bad
the situation Is and how we can improve
it

Mr T. H. Jones: With regard to sick
leave, I have had my secretary away for a
Period of time, and this has been the ex-
perience of other members. What is the
situation when a girl is sick for a long
time?

Sir CHARLES COURT: If she were
sick for a long period I would imagine the
Public Service Board, or whoever handles
the staff matters, would make some
arrangements. However, this would not
apply if she were away for only a few days.

Mr T. H. Jones: I am talking about
when she is away for a month or more, be-
cause then It is a problem.

Sir CHARLES COURT: That figure of
six of mine must go to nine!

Mr Taylor:- What about recording
equipment? We have been supplied with
recorders, but with the offices in the elec-
torates those recorders have virtually be-
come useless. Play-back equipment is re-
quired.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Sir CHARLES COURT: I will have the

matter considered, but I do not want the
Impression to be gained that we can just
throw money around with two hands. We
must set an example. The requests we
have received so far have been In respect
of relief typists for leave and Illness, ad
the upgrading of secretaries. They are
just three aspects plus the equipment de-
mands. When we look at the estimate In
the Budget for Parliament we find It is a
mighty lift and, compared with what we
have reflected In the total Budget, it Is out
of all proportion.

Mr Jamieson: You did not hear the
member for Mt. Hawthorn say that prob-
ably your safest bet would be to sit down
quickly!

Sir CHARLES COURT: It Is going up
all the thpe. and I do want to sit down.

The member for Morley raised his pet
hobby about Parliament not getting value
for money. If It is not getting value for
money there is something wrong with
the members. To my mind, the value
Parliament gets out of its members is
equal only to the effort put in by the
members.

Some of us have been here for over 20
years, which it might be said is far too
long. When I first came here I thought
everyone would be an eager beaver; it
would not be like the football club where
the "dirty dozen" do the work. However,
one soon finds it is about the same per-
centage as the average cross-section of
the community, and that is only natural
because we are all very ordinary people.

Some members do their work: they take
a Bill, work on it, and make their In-
quiries: and one can tell that from the
way they handle the legislation. With
other members one could have commit-
tee after committee and achieve nothing.
First of all, there is a battle to get them
to attend, and secondly, the fellows who
have all the drive and go influence the
decisions. I believe it is up to the party
leaders to make their members pull their
weight.

Mr A. R. Tonkin,. Can you tell me 'why
a tiny shire council needs a committee
system and wo do not?

Sir CHARLES COURT: What are the
parties doing? A shire council handles
a small budget and some very local issues,
whereas we are handling the bigger Issues
of the State and become interlocked with
national issues. We are full-time people.
if the parties have not got themselves
organised into committees which will
thoroughly analyse the Bills and the vai-
ous subjects which are before or are likely
to come before Parliament, it is the party
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system which is falling down. I can-
not go along with the idea that the for-
mation of parliamentary committees will
resolve the problem. I understand the
earnestness of the honourable member in
the matter and I know he will keep on
with it until we do something about it.
I Just give him my views on the matter.

Votes: Legislative
Legislative Assembly,
passed.

Council, $182 000;
$433 CO-put and

Vote: Joint House Committee, $287 000-
Item No. 2: Administration Expenses,

$67 000-
Mr A. R. TONKIN: The Treasurer said

the first priority was to build up Parlia-
ment House and get it into good shape.
If, as he foreshadowed, this amount is
increased because of the need to improve
the parliamentary system, it would be bad
to centralist in one small area when the
offices In the electorates take Parliament
to the people. I believe Parliament should
be taken to the people and that it is not
a good system to centralise everything.
It is important for members for remote
areas, such as the member for Vasse, that
their constituents do not have to trek up
here every time they want to see their
member of Parliament. I think great
development on this site could be a white
elephant.

Vote put and Passed.
Vote: Joint Printing Committee, $207 000

-put aind passed.
Vote: Joint Library Committee, $37 000-
Item No. 1: Salaries and Allowances,

$26000-
Dr DAflOLR: The present Leader of

the Opposition saw fit, when he was Treas-
surer, to make money available for the
necessary and greatly appreciated Im-
provements to the library. I think all
members, both here and in another place,
have benefited from the extra equipment
and the services of an excellent reference
officer. However, the improvements must
continue, and I am sure the present
Treasurer will follow the lead given by
the past Treasurer.

Vote put and passed.
Vote: Parliamentary Commission for

Administrative Investigations, $56 000-
Item No. 1: Salaries and Allowances

generally, $46 000-
Mr T. J. BURKE: The Parliamentary

Commissioner for Administrative Investi-
gations has expressed the belief that he
should be allowed to include in his title
the word "Ombudsman". His reasons
for this were publicized in the Press. He
is generally known as the Ombudsman.
One of the reasons he gave was that
people found it very difficult to discover
his telephone number in the telephone
directory.

The Parliamentary Commissioner has
done a marvellous job and if it will help
him I think the Government should give
consideration to allowing him, through
legislation Or some other means, to include
the word "Ombudsman" in his title. I
would like to know whether the Treasurer
has had a request from the Parliamentary
Commissioner along these lines and
whether the Government has given any
consideration to the matter.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The "Ombuds-
man". as he is colloquially known, is an
officer of the Parliament and not an officer
of the Public Service in the ordinary way.
He has made no special representations
along these lines, although I know the
matter was mentioned in his report. I
gather his main concern was with the
telephone directory.

I will take the matter up because it
does not seem to me it would take much
imagination to Make a suitable arrange-
ment. We have a Business Names Act
dealing with firms which might want to
trade under a different name, or something
like that. The Business Names Act pro-
vides a means whereby it is possible to
identify the Proprietors of a firm. I will
take up the matter with the Minister for
Justice and the Parliamentary Commis-
sioner to see whether it has any real
significance, but I think the publicity it
has already been given has Probably helped
People to find him in the telephone direc-
tory, anyhow.

Vote Put and Passed.
Part 2: Premier and Treasurer-

MRt JAMIESON (Welshpool-Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) [9.10 pxm.]: I
wish to discuss first of all the London
Agency. When I called in there not so
long ago the staff I met were rather con-
cerned that Mr Anderson had been acting
head of the office for a long period. There
seems to be a need to make an appoint-
ment to this Position if the office is to be
kept going.

I have been critical of the London
Agency in the Past. It does some business
for us but it is a very important liaison
office for citizens of Western Australia who
call there consistently to have all manner
of things attended to by the officers. We
should therefore find the money to retain
the office.

However, I understand the Government
was considering the Possibility of having
two Agents-General, one commercial and
one industrial. This does not seem to be
a very satisfactory idea. I spoke to some
of the Whitehall boys about it and they
said it would not be acceptable because
they would accept the Credentials of only
one person as the authority of any colony
State. The Government must make a de-
cision whether it wants to appoint an
assistant to the Agent-General-who could
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be designated "Assistant Agent-General
(Commercial)", or something like that.-
who could be second in charge. I imagine
if he were acting while the Agent-General
was back in Australia or elsewhere,
Whitehall would accept him as the acting
representative, Just as it now accepts the
person who is acting In that capacity In
London.

I suggest this matter needs rather urgent
attention.

We have an agent in Tokyo and I think
we are establishing an agency in Singa-
pore which could be expanded by the
Tourist Development Authority having ani
office associated with it in the Singapore
region. Singapore is the hub for tourists
from all parts of the world and through
establishing a tourist office there we would
be able to channel tourists to Western
Australia. Many tourists on package tours
go the other way and If we had the right
facilities available it would not be very
difficult to pick up the trade going through
Singapore and encourage them to come to
this coast for a few days. or to begin their
Australian tour in Western Australia. Such
an office would almost pay for itself, and
Singapore is undoubtedly a strategic posi-
tion In Asia, as is the office in Japan, for
providing information on trade. If we had
the wherewithal, we could also provide a
similar office in Hong Kong.

These offices are necessary if we are to
promote what this State has to sell in
the way of primary production. Although
I have been a champion of this cause for
many years, I do not seem to have made
much progress. The representatives of the
primary producers in this Chamber treat
me as an ogre from the Labor Party who
is not interested in their cause. However,
I am interested, and I believe we should
be able to secure markets and ensure that
our produce is available to the areas of
the world where it Is most needed. The
only way we can do this Is through trade
offices.

I have often chided my colleague the
member for Warren about the fact that
although he might sell one million bushels
of apples to London or Europe, he does
not sell even an apple core to Indonesia.
That country always says It has a problem
with finance, but of the 150 million In-
donesians probably one million would be
in a position to afford apples. However.
the Indonesians are afraid of introducing
codlin moth and fruit fly into the country,
but those difficulties can be overcome, with
modern, fast sea transport it is a journey
of only a few days from Fremantle to
Jakarta and we should be able to re-
establish trade with Indonesia.

Before the war we had considerable trade
with the islands of the Netherlands, as
they were then known; and I am sure It
is now time we started Mgain to trade witb
that area. The establishment of an office

in Singapore-if we are to establish one-
would bring us a step closer to achieving
this aim, because that office could give us
advice.

I refer now to the Premier's Depart-
ment. It is a long time since Mr Lonnie
left the position of Under-Secretary of the
Premier's Department. At the moment
there Is an acting under-secretary, and I
think It Is time the position was Biled.
Here again, the Government was making
noises about ne-establishing the Premier's
Department in some other style. The Gov-
ernment has had more than a few months
in which to take action. If we on this side
were In Government we would have been
chided long ago for not having filled this
post.

Why has the Government not done some-
thing about this? It has had plenty of
time. So far we have not said much about
it; we have let the matter rum along. Un-
doubtedly Mr Knight is doing a good job.
and If his appointment Is proposed to be
confirmed that Is well and good: but If it
Is proposed to get someone else for the Job
then it is high time the Government did
something about it.

With regard to the Public Service Board,
I notice it seems It is still short of one
member. So far as I am aware this posi-
tion has existed during practically the
whole of this year. It means that a board
of three has virtually become a board of
two. Appropriation is made in the Budget
for a vacant position of commissioner. I
understand the board has a chairman and
a deputy chairman, so probably the third
member is a commissioner. This matter
should also be taken up by the Govern-
ment. Surely there is not a dearth of
people In the community who are qualified
to be appointed to these positions. It is
important that we have some kind of
balance on the Public Service Board. Par-
liament has decided it should be a board
of three, and it should not be left with two
members as It Is at the moment.

I hope some action is taken soon in this
regard. I do not think this is the sort
of saving we should indulge in. Indeed.
although the blue pencil has been put
through various estimates, this position has
not been blue pencilled because an amount
Is allocated for it. The commissioner
should be appointed and should take his
place as required under the Act as soon as
possible.

That is all I wish to say on this part.
I may wish to say more on the various
divisions when we deal with the sundry
amounts allocated for various purposes. I
am sure if some members on this side are
particularly interested in Division No. 23.
Miscellaneous Services, they will be able to
query the Treasurer in regard to the vari-
ous grants, subsidies, compassionate allow-
ances, etc. There are 200 Items in this
division, and no doubt some of them will
be subject to queries from members on this
side who wish to obtain more Information.
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Those are my comments in respect of the
three Principal matters I wish to raise: the
London Offce, the Premier's Department,
and the Public Service Board.

MR A. R. TONKIN (Morley) (9.19 pm.]:
I want to refer briefly to a matter which
rather amazes me. I refer to the increase
from $41 000 to $135 000 In expenditure
on the maintenance of Government House.
This is a large increase in expenditure. I
am not very happy wit the way It camne
about, nor do I think the people of the
State should be very happy about it.

There are many unemployed People in
Australia today, and I am sue they would
be very thankful to obtain a Job like this
with board and lodging and a fat salary.
Therefore, many People were most con-
cerned that the wife of the Governor.
when taking up residence, rang a fire
alarm. I believe that was an unnecessarily
dramatic way to draw attention to the
fact that Government House may not be
the most modemn building in Perth.

A further serious aspect is the fact that
no Prosecution followed that action. I
believe if any ordinary citizen took such
action a charge would be laid against him.
We in the 20th century are supposed to
live in a democracy, but we seem to be
living in a pseudo-feudal system. I feel
no-one should be above the law. It is wrong
that a person who is given a job like this
-which most people in the community
would think is a wonderful job-should
immediately start to criticise the resi-
dence with the result that we are faced
with a large increase in the maintenance
Of Government House which is not
Justified.

I believe Government House at present
is a waste because it is used by very few
people. It is a magnificent building in the
heart of the city with beautiful ga6r-
dens which are rarely thrown open to the
public. It could be used as an art gallery
or for some other purpose by the people.
After all, the people pay for it. I think it
is about time we got away from this
Pseudo-feudal system-which really be-
longs to about the 15th century-of having
this great estate and building locked up
for the use of one man at great public
expense.

When we see the incumbents of these
Positions. instead of being grateful for
their appointment, criticising the building
and acting illegally by ringing a fire alarm,
that is a disgraceful state of affairs. Such
people should be charged just as any
citizen would be. I am sure If a citizen
of Morley took such an action he would
be charged. If a boy of 15 in Morley made
nuisance phone calls I am sure he would
be charged with such an offence; yet the
wile of the Governor can get away with
that action. I have stated my position;
the ALP, of course, believes that State
Governors are an anachronism. We do not
believe they are necessary. We believe the

amount of work done by a Governor by
and large could be done in a couple of hours
on Friday afternoons by the Chief Justice
or some similar person appointed as the
Lieutenant-Governor.

If we must have a Governor, I do not
believe the magnificent building and
rounds of Government House which cost
the people of the State an enormous
amount should be denied to the People.
They should be able to use them for some
cultural purpose.

I have received-and no doubt other
members received it-a pamphlet from the
Hon. S. D. Tooth, MLA, entitled "Mon-
archy or Republic: Which?" Apparently
that gentleman thought his pamphlet is
a work of art because he sent a copy to
all members of Parliament. On page 2 of
the pamphlet he says that the monarchy
Is a bar to dictatorship. That is absolute
nonsense; it is not a bar to dictatorship
at all.

Let us take the fuel and energy Bill
as an example. Assent to that Bill was
given by the Lieutenant-Governor with-
out any question even though Her Majesty
the Queen had been written to.

The CHAIRAN1: Order! I direct the
attention of the member for Morley to
Standing Order 125 which states-

No Member shall use the name of
Her Majesty or the Governor Irrev-
erently in debate, or for the purpose
of influencing the House In its delib-
erations.

I would ask the member to bear that
Standing Order in mind.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: Thank you. Sir. I
am certainly not being irreverent to Her
Majesty the Queen or to the Governor; r
am talking about the institution and com-
menting on the fact that a Bill was
assented to by the Lieutenant-Governor.
His action was quite proper; I do not argue
that he should have the power of veto
over legislation, or that Her Majesty the
Queen of England, who is also the Queen
of Australia, should have the power of
veto.

Mr Jamieson: I think she Is the Queen
of Queensland, too.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: However, let us
recognise the fact that Her Majesty the
Queen will not act unconstitutionally and
will not refuse assent to a Bill such as the
fuel and energy Bill. To suggest the
monarchy is a bar to dictatorship Is
absolute nonsense, because the fuel and
energy Bill was assented to. Of course, that
Bll Passed through Parliament, and I
believe Parliament Is supreme; however, I
was opposed to the Bill then and I am
opposed to It today.

I believe the Parliament of Western
Australia is sovereign and should be sov-
ereign; certainly It should not be
subject to any veto from a Gov-
ernor, Lieutenant-Governor, or Queen.
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Let us face facts squarely and not pretend
that if a Bill passes trough both Houses
of Parliament-say It Is a race law similar
to the Nuremburg laws of Nazi Germany,
or Is to do away with our franchise and to
repeal the Electoral Act completely-
which brings to power a dictatorship, that
situation would be prevented by the in-
stitution of the monarchy; because I
believe Her Majesty the Queen and the
Governor would assent to such a Bill. That
is their proper job If the Eml is Properly
passed and is within the competence of
the Parliament.

Mr Clarke: There are a number of cases
In which assent has not been given. That
has happened in New South Wales.

Mr A. Rt. TONKIN': That was when Jack
Lang was acting Illegally, and that Is an
entirely different matter.

Mr Clarko: Two cases occurred In VIC-
toria.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: That is going back a
long way to the 19th century. If we go
back to the position In 1932 we find that
Jack Lang was acting quite ilegally.

Mr Clarko: The Governor did play a role
there.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: Yes he did. I believe
we should have a chief executive for such
eventualities even though they may arise
only once In every 40 years.

A Lieutenant-Governor, who may be a
distinguished citizen but who certainly
need not occupy Government House, ought
to canry out the Job part time. The work
of Executive Council would take only a
couple of hours on a Friday afternoon. I
am not so much concerned about the In-
stitution of Governor; I am more con-
cerned about the tying up of Government
House and Its rounds. However, I have
left the point I was making.

I want to say that I do not believe the
constitutional monarchy we have at pres-
ent constitutes an effective bar to dictator-
ship. If a Bill is legally passed by both
Houses of this Parliament it would be
assented to, just as the fuel and energy
Bill was assented to. Therefore, the mon-
archy Is certainly not a bar to dictator-
ship. I think the arguments presented by
Mr Tooth are rather absurd.

Finally, I would like to ask the Treasurer
where the money came from for the two
full-page advertisements in the newspaper
in respect of the fuel and energy Bill. I
would like to know where that expenditure
Is shown in the Estimates. I would pose a
further question as to whether It will be
the policy of the Government every time it
gets into a party political argument to
use the people's money-I am tired of
people talking about the Government hav-
ing money, because It Is the people's
money-for party political propaganda.
The advertisements to which I refer were
clearly of that nature.

MR T. J. BURKE (Perth) [9.28 Pam.]:
I also intend to refer to the Governor's
establishment. In the very first speech I
made in this place on the 13th August.
1968, 1 suggested that perhaps the grounds
of Government House and the establish-
ment itself should be turned over to the
people of Western Australia. I also sug-
gested it could be put to the Governor
that he be relocated in more normal cir-
cumstances in an outlying suburb.

I think perhaps if it were suggested to
the Governor--even to the present Gov-
ernor-he might agree to such a proposi-
tion. He cannot be particularly comfort-
able living in that mausoleum in St.
George's Terrace. I am certain a more
modem residence in a nice suburb would
have just as much or even greater appeal to
him. The establishment and grounds of
Government House could be then turned
over to the people of Western Australia,
and the expenditure of $280 000 could per-
haps be justified. I have not changed my
attitude from that day to this.

In fact, I now go a little further. It has
been suggested-and I support the member
for Morley in this-that a Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor could fulifil the role of the Governor
quite easily. I do not intend to indulge In
comment on the actions of the Governor's
wife. I feel sorry for the Governor himself.
Obviously he has a very excellent record
In the service of his country; but the fact
of the matter is that since his appoint-
ment in Western Australia he has been
quite unwell.

The Lieutenant-Governor has fulfilled
the role quite admirably. I felt when Rear-
Admiral Ramsay retired from his position
at Leeuwin he would have made an excel-
lent Governor bad Sir Hughie's name not
been put forward.

The fact of the matter is that in the
role of Lieutenant-Governor Commodore
Ramnsay is performing his duties quite well
-without all the trappings that are costing
the people of Western Australia $250 000
a year. This suggestion should therefore
be given serious consideration. In future
let us try appointing a Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor, because It is difficult now to upset
the status quo. We could put to a prospec-
tive candidate-if we are to continue to
be encumbered with a Governor-the
possibility of providing him with a home
of a normal size in one of the suburbs.
I do not care if it Is in Peppermint
Grove or Dalkeith, but if this were done
it would not cost the taxpayers as much
as it is costing them now and it would
Provide adequate accommodation for the
Governor of Western Australia.

If this step were taken the beautiful
area of land in St. George's Terrace. the
building, and the gardens surrounding it
could be Put to better use for the benefit
of the people of Western Australia. As
I have said, this suggestion deserves
serious thought. In the first speech I
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made In this House I made a facetious
suggestion that the Governor could be
accommodated in one of the outer suburbs
-between Fremantle and Rottnest. That
suggestion was facetious, but I sincerely
believe that the current expense of main-
taining the office of Governor is quite
unjustified. We should make this area of
land on which Government House stands
available to the people of the State and
make other arrangements for the Gov-
ernor's accommodation. However, if we can
convince ourselves that a Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor can fulfil this role Just as well, per-
haps we may not even have to do that.

MR HARTREY (Boulder-Dundas) [9.32
P.m.]: I wish to make a few comments
on the establishment of the Governor. I
made a suggestion over 50 years ago In re-
gard to the Governor's residence. I sug-
gested that it might be used as an adjunct
to the University of Western Australia
which in those days was accommodated
in a series of tin sheds in Irwin Street.
It was not a very bright suggestion even
then, because one could not look into the
future as well then as one can now. How-
ever I did think that the building could
have been put to better use, and I do not
think there was anything wrong in making
that suggestion then any more than I
think it is wrong to make it now.

I do not think there is anything wrong
in the suggestion put forward by the mem-
ber for Perth that the constitutional role
of Governor could be as well fulfilled
by a Lieutenant-Governor, and that other
accommodation could be found for the
Governor in one of the suburbs. I know
Government House fairly well and I do not
think it is a place I would like to live in.
It requires a great deal of upkeep and
maintenance. In my opinion it would
not be a very attractive residence and one
would have a feeling almost of loneliness
while living in it. Accordingly, there is
nothing wrong with making these obser-
vations and, in fact, I subscribe to them.

I do not, however, quite understand what
the member for Morley was driving at-
but he certainly did not impress me with
the remarks he made in regard to a Gov-
ernor's functions under the Common-
wealth Constitution and the Constitution
of this State. He said that the Crown
itself is not a barrier to autocracy or to a
dictatorship. There Is no doubt that if
we arrived at a dictatorship in a consti-
tutional manner, we could have autocracy
if we wanted it. We could also have an
absolute monarchy if we so desired, pro-
vided the Constitution of the country was
altered in accordance with the procedure
Prescribed by the Commonwealth Consti-
tution. Also the States themselves can so
alter, their Constitutions. As a result the
people of Australia would still be governed
in a lawfully ordained manner. We could
have whatever Constitution we chose, but
I see no reason to reflect on the Crown.

Thus, we could have a republic if we so
desired, but as has been well illustrated
recently in the United States of America.
an elected Executive could by his actions
denigrate and degrade our republican Con-
stitution. So, for that matter, in years
past absolute monarchs have degraded the
Constitution, but we need not go back that
far in our history. Certainly not since
the accession of Queen Victoria has any
such thing happened under our monarchy.

Therefore I see no point whatsoever in
making an attack on the Crown. to which
every one of us-at least on the day we
entered this Parliament for the first time-
has sworn allegiance as well as to Her
Majesty. Also, a number of members who
have entered this Parliament on subse-
quent occasions have repeatedly taken the
same Oath of Allegiance. My oath is not
a trivial matter. I swore allegiance to the
Crown as an officer of the Supreme Court
when admitted to practise at the bar. I
then took an Oath of Allegiance to His
Majesty the King. I took a similar Oath
of Allegiance when I became a member of
the Armed Services, the same as so many
other better and braver men did at that
time.

I cannot therefore sit Idly by while
somebody attacks the Crown to which I
have sworn allegiance. In whatever posi-
tion I have held, let me go on record as
saying that I have not been false to my
Oath of Allegiance to the Crown and
therefore I resent unjust criticism of the
Crown even if made in response to an
ultra-royalist pamphlet apparently in the
pocsession of some members. The Pam-
phlet is Dot before us tonight, but as far
as I am concerned I go on record as being
a loyal subject of Her Majesty the Queen
until the people of Australia, acting in a
constitutional manner, decide to change
their monarchial Constitution. I do not
think that will happen in my time, but if
it does, as long as it is done constitution-
ally-although I would be mighty sorry to
se it happen-it shall have my loyalty.
but until then I shall keep my Oath of
Allegiance to the Crown.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Treasurer) [9.38 P.M.]: The Deputy Leader
of the Opposition referred to the Agent-
General's Office. It is true that someone
was acting in this position when we took
office and It was expected that we would
have made a firm appointment in the
meantime. Reference was made to the
possibility of a second appointment but
no thought was ever given to the appoint-
ment of a second Agent-General. I made
that quite dlear. What we did talk about
was having a senior officer domiciled In
London because this would be cheaper than
having him living on the Continent, and
he could concentrate on trade and in-
vestment on the Continent, thus leaving
the Agent General free to attend to his
duties in the United Kingdom. However,
that is not be be his position.
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I believe we have to face up to the fact
that we have to get more from the Con-
tinent; we have to know more about the
Common Market and realise the changing
scene In Britain, and whilst I do not suig-
gest that the Agent-General's Office should
be abolished and in no way do we deni-
grate it. It will have a different role to
play. Therefore we are anxious that thle
man who is appointed to take over from
the acting incumnbent-Mr Anderson-will
be able to lay emphasis on the promotion
of industry, Investment, and trade.

It will not be easy to obtain such a man.
We cannot get a person who Is fairly young,
because we cannot offer him a career. He
will get a three-year. or possibly a five-
Year, appointment if he is lucky. There-
fore we have to look for a man in a different age bracket and he would have to
be someone who can front up to banking
organisations, trade organisations, and so
represent us in a lively way.

I am hopeful that by Christmas the ap-
pointment will have been made, but I
would rather wait a while than make a
hasty appointment Just for the sake of
filling the position. Members will no doubt
have understood by this time that we will
not make a political appointment. We are
anxious to get someone who has had the
required experience in industry, commerce,
banking, and other associated fields to
carry out the promotion work we expect
him to do.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
also referred to Tokyo, Singapore, and
Indonesia. I agree we have to place
greater emphasis on these areas. The
establishment of the Tokyo office has cer-
tainly made it possible to obtain more in-
formation from Tokyo and from Japan
generally. Singapore gains a great deal of
revenue from the tourist industry and it
is a tremendous shipping area. Much
of the trade that operates in the great
Islands of Indonesia and other nearby ports
use Singapore as a hub. There is action
on the way to establish an office there.
It will open on the 16th December. I am
sure that the experiment of establishing an
office there will be effective, and, as the
Minister knows, the office is to have a
Joint function; trade Investment and
tourism. As it Proves Itself we will put
more money into it and give it a more
effective role.

The comments of the honourable mem-
ber regarding Primary Products are well
noted. However, we have to return to the
basics. There was a time in Singapore
when if one did not know the market place
one could not understand why the people
in Singapore did not sell so many apples
and oranges because it was assumed that
they were sold under the same methods
as they are sold here. In putting the
clock back, say, 25 years, if one understood
the market place in Singapore one will
recall that he would see a man with a
pushblke who had a small case on the back

and if one followed him down the road, as
I did on occasions, to find out what made
the place tick, it would be seen that he
would set up a little stall and cut
all the apples and oranges into quar-
ters and it was not long before he
was trundling back to get another full
case of apples. This procedure would go
on all day and by the end of the day he
had sold a good many apples and
oranges. I did not buy any from him
because I saw the knife he used. Today.
I understand they have graduated far be-
wend that system because of improved
standards of living.

The fact is that if the sales are made
what does it matter what methods are
used? It may be that Indonesia has
reached a similar stage now.

We have an acting under-secretary In
the Premier's Department since Mr Lonnie
has left. We want to reorganise the office
to get it away from the conventional
administrative organisation it was and
which we believe was behind the times.
It is not a question of linking the two
positions. This has Dot been done. We
seek a person who may fill a role different
to the function of an under-secretary so
that the assistance made available to the
Premier by him as adviser will be much
greater.

I wish to acquaint the honourable mem-
ber also that the vacancy on the Public
Service Board has been filled.

I now come to the remarks made by the
member for Morley and the member for
Perth and their Ideas on Government
House. We know how they feel about the
Governor. We know they want the posi-
tion abolished, but I hope in my time it
will not be, and I do not think it will. The
Governor's position is a vital part of our
Constitution which was very appropriately
explained by the member for Boulder-
flundas. It is very easy to say, 'Let us get
rid of all these traditions. Let us have a
Lieutenant-Governor." I can only say
that the People who make such remarks
show a tremendous ignorance of the role
of the Governor in fulfilling his constitu-
tional duties.

This reminds me of a report made In
the Press in Queensland during the Fed-
eral election when I was working there for
Don Cameron in the Griffiths electorate,
and the Prime Minister was working for
our opponent who happened to be the
Lord Mayor of Brisbane. Hle was the
Labor candidate. The Prime Minister was
reported as having said that he was going
to take 0Cm Jones to Canberra and make
him a Minister. I do not know what the
Caucus would have said about that. How-
ever, the fact of the matter is that Clem
Jones was not a bad Lord Mayor, and had
the people thought he had any chance
of going to Canberra, they may not have
voted for him so enthusiastically because
they wanted him to remain as Lord Mayor
of Brisbane.
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The next day the wife of the Prime Min-
ister solved our problem, because she said
to the people of Brisbane, "You will still
have your Lord Mayor, because Clem Jones
is so brilliant that he can do all the work
that is required of a Federal Minister li
a couple of hours each day.' That remark
rang a bell when a member opposite said
that the Lieutenant-Governor of Western
Australia could do his work in a couple of
hours on a Friday afternoon.

We have adopted a system which has
proved itself, and has stood the test of
time. It is a question of wanting to retain
the system, or 'wanting to introduce a
dictatorship-which system has proved to
be a disaster everywhere it has been
practised. If a dictatorship Is not intro-
duced, the people wanting a change
might finish up with a republic, and
before long the republic has the same
practical effect as a dictatorship. As far
as we are concerned the Governorship of
Western Australia 'will remain.

Mr T. J. Burke: What about suggesting
to the Governor that he use a more con-
ventional residence, and turn the rounds
of Government House over to public use?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The honourable
member has been reiterating something
that has been said by other people who
wish to get rid of the Governorship, and
to put the Governor into the backwater
somewhere else. If we believe in this sys-
tem of having a Governor then we must
have something which the people can
identify.

The average Australian is very interested
in ceremony. When many of the servic9'-
men were away In the last war they used
to hear people say that Australians were
not good at ceremonial procedures. This
was a big myth. Let anyone try to keep
the Australian soldier out of the
ceremonial part of his duties, and he will
see the reaction. What is more, the Aus-
tralian soldier is extremely good at his
ceremonial duties, and he likes carrying
them out. Ceremonial sets a standard, just
as the Speaker of this House maintains a
high standard and asks members to co-
operate. If we dispense with the Gov-
ernorship, it is only a matter of time
before one value after another is abolished,
and the system becomes denigrated.

We have answered questions relating to
advertisements and the fuel and energy
Bill In this Chamber. It is not the desire
of the Government to use public funds for
the sort of thing that has been mentioned.
I would remind members opposite that
some of their strongest supporters have
asked the Government to do what it did.

If members opposite think back to the
time of the Hawke Government they 'will
find that it used the funds of the Milk

Board for full-page advertisements in the
newspapers.

Mr Carr: Does that make it right?
Sir CHARLES COURT: No, not in using

those funds. What we as a Government
did was quite right and proper; in fact,
we took legal advice before we did what
we did.

Vote: Premier's Department, $581 000-
put and passed.

Vote:
$282 000-

Governor's Establishment,

Item No. 5: Maintenance of Government
House $135 000-

Sir CHARLES COURT: I did not answer
a specific question relating to item 5. The
honourable member who asked the ques-
tion was implying that we were spending
money on the Governor, his wife, and his
establishment. This vote has a specil
significance, and it has nothing to do with
the Governor himself. Last year the vote
was $22 000, but the previous Government
had to spend $41 652, and the amount now
budgeted is $135 000. The reason for the
vote is this: The increase provides for the
expenditure of $92 500 on the work re-
quired to remedy health and safety aspects.
This work is to fit Into later work to be
done on replacement and cooling other
than air-conditioning.

If the maintenance of Government
House is not carried out the building would
be condemned. It is essential for this
money to be spent on maintenance, because
it affects the questions of safety and
health. The vote has nothing to do with
the Governor. it Is necessary for this
money to be expended to preserve the
establishment, regardless of whether or not
there is a Governor. Even If there is not
one this Government would want to Pre-
-serve Government House, because of Its
historical background.

Vote put and passed.

Votes: Executive Council $10; Govern-
meat Motor Car Service, $244 000; London
Agency. $446 990; Tokyo Agency, $82 000;
Public Service Board, $1 142 000; Public
Service Arbitration, $35 00-put and

Vote: Treasury, $1 007 000-
Item No. 1: Salaries arid All0wanCes

generallp, $794 000-

Mr BRYCE. I wish to raise the question
of an allowance from the Treasury for the
purposes of the Citizens Advice Bureau.

The CHAIRMAN: It would be more ap-
propriate to discuss this on the Miscel-
laneous Services Vote on page 46.

Vote Put and passd.
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Votes: Computer Centre, 81115 000;
Superannuation Board. $322 000; Govern-
ment Stores, $1 305 000; Government Print-
ing Office, $6 189 000; Audit, $773 000;
Taxation, $3 430 000--put and passed.

Vote: Miscellaneous Services, $84 018-
000-

Item No. 9: Agriculture Protection Board,
13 265 000--

Mr H. D. EVANS: Some concern has
been expressed to me about the Agriculture
Protection Board and Its future. I have
been at a loss to determine how it can be
handled best, so I am raising this matter
in the discussion on this item and am put-
Ing forward generalities on what the future
holds for the hoard in the pastoral areas.

I have received a number of letters, and
each of them expresses concern for the
effectiveness of the Agriculture Protection
Board's operations in respect of vermin
control, particularly in the golddields pas-
toral area. The difficulties have become so
great that a number of stations have
changed from sheep raising to cattle rais-
lug. I would question the statement that
only one station has been identified as hav-
ing gone out of operation. However, that is
not the essential point.

Because of the wild dog problem quite
a number of stations have changed from
sheep to cattle production. The informa-
tion I have been given Is that in the last
five to seven years the following stations--

Mingab Springs
Waldburg
Glenn M'orrie
Weealarinna
Mulgul
Wanna
Dooly Downs
Walgam
Woodlands
Ashburton Downs
Sylvania
Jigalong Mission

have placed emphasis on their cattle-rais-
Ing activities. The following five stations-

Bryah
Noreena
New Springs
Bonny Downs
Bamboo Springs

have only comparatively few sheep left.

Of course, this Is a conversion of the
tradition that has been established in this
pastoral area. Some of the best wool of
the State has been produced In the gold-
fields Pastoral country. The history of
this area has not been a happy one. In
the period from 1967 to about 1971
there were intensely severe droughts. The
seriousness of the problem depended on

the degree of the drought. This brought
with it a number of Interrelated problems
affecting the economics of the area as well
as the pastoral stations themselves.

in addition to the drought experienced
at that time, there was also a decline in
wool prices. In the 1968-69 period a very
severe downturn was experienced, and this
meant that the pastoralists of that region
were reduced to a very low ebb in terms
of efficiency of management of their
station properties. An exceedingly great
diffculty of land erosion was experienced
in the Gascoyne catchment area, and this
imposed another dimension to the prob-
lems that faced them.

With the return to reasonable wool
prices last year a number of pastoralists
were able to regain their equilibrium, and
approach future planning with some degree
of confidence. Now, the wild dog problem
which has been manifested in terms Of
economic disability means a downturn in
staff; and thus a downturn In control of
wild dogs on stations. for this reason the
problem has been allowed to continue and
to grow. As the situation has been pre-
sented to me. the pastoralists are not
altogether happy with the operations of
the Agriculture Protection Board, and the
dogger plans it has instituted over a period
of years.

They suggest, firstly, that the approach
of and the methods adopted by the daggers
of the Agriculture Protection Board are
not proving very satisfactory. The general
feeling is that a reversion to trapping wild
dogs, with encouragement being Provided
by way of bonuses, should be Introduced
much more vigorously than trapping was
undertaken in the Past. The policy of the
APE has been to depart from trapping
and to place the emphasis on baiting.

To the old residents of the area who
have lived with the wild dog problem all
their lives this Policy of the APB is not
entirely acceptable. As a consequence there
is an area of abrasion In this respect. I
do not suppose that the twain will ever
meet, and there will always be a degree
of conflict between the pastorallsts and
the APB, as long as both exist. That is
one aspect.

The downturn in the number of doggers
employed has been referred to. It has
been suggested that the efficiency or
quality of these doggers could be increased
dramatically with careful selection of ap-
pointees. This is what the pastoralists are
seeking.

Mr Coyne: it is Impossible to get good
doggers these days. The one at Yarloop
has died, and there Is nobody to replace
him.

Mr H. D. EVANS: This Is recognised.
I am not underestimating the problem.
Part of the overall problem Is the quality
of the individual dagger. This is a Job
which requires special qualities.
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Mr Coyne, The doggers cannot do the
Job now on a 40-hour week, because the
Job entails their driving into outlying
areas-

The CHAIRMAN: Will the honourable
member interjecting speak up so that the
Hansard reporter can hear him, or else
he should cease interjecting?

Mr H. D. EVANS: This Is part of the
problem which has been highlighted and
it brings me to the other point-the con-
struction of a dog proof fence. It seems
that the construction of a fence might meet
the situation. The capital outlay involved
brings us to an assessment by the Govern-
ment in terms of productivity and whether
or not the people in the area contribute
to the economy of the State sufficiently to
merit the outlay and investment in vermin
control which will assist to keep the pas-
toralists In the area.

I have -listed a number of stations which
have moved out of sheep and into cattle,
but the economics of cattle will not be very
good for at least another couple of years.
A switch from cattle back to sheep would
be arn economic impossibility for most Pas-
toralists.

The need for something to be done should
be stressed, and it has to be examined
squarely. First of all, there has to be an
overall appreciation of what Is intended,
and to what extent assistance can be given
based on a judgment of the economic posi-
tion, the return, and the cost to the State
as well as the value of those people to
the area in terms of keeping it in one
whole entity. Once a station Is taken from
the whole region the vermin problem is
manifested, and the problem compounds
itself, Whether the construction of a dog-
proof fence would meet the situation Is
something which must be appraised, and it
requires close examination.

The CHAIRMAN: The member has
three minutes.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Three minutes and a
subsequent 10 minutes?

The CHAIRMAN: Yes.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Thank you, Mr Chair-
man. I notice there has been a substantial
increase in the amount of expenditure for
the Agriculture Protection Board. I am
aware also that the problem we are dis-
cussing at the moment is comparatively
minor when one thinks in ternns of the
total agricultural areas of the State.

I come now to the question of the pro-
posed change in the control of the Agr-
culture Protection Board, and how this
move is being received by Individual pas-
toralists with whom I have had contact.

I prefer to resume my remarks after the
Treasurer has had an opportunity to reply
on the overall economic situation of the
area, and on proposals to control dogs.

Sir CHARLES COURT:* As members
will appreciate from the Estimates, there
has been an Increase this year in the vote
of $719 000. The increased provision is
necessary to meet higher operating coats
which are attributable to the following
factors--

(a) Inescapable salary arid wage costs
arising mainly frorm award variations
granted 197S-74 and the full year cost
of17-742 etsfappointments

(b) Proposed new staff appointments
1974-75........ ...

(c) Increases in administration and oper-
ating exenses Of Which $454 000 is

attibuabl toincreased charges for
recoupable expenditure as a con-
sequence of bighe& wages and chemical
costs

(d) Increase In capital expenditure Ovcr
1973-74 and relects In the main, Items

618 000

41 000

6100000

1973-74 butnot supplied 5 75 000

Total Increase In expenditure .... 1 753 000

The Increase In expenditure is to be funded from the
following sources-

Opening balance let July 1074 706 OW0
Increase In Stale contribution 7190000
Additional revenue from A.P.B. activities M25000

Total increase In revenue 1 753 000

The member for Warren will appreciate
that the amount of finance allocated, and
the amount of equipment thrown Into the
battle is considerable when measured
against the previous year, even allowing
for inflation.

The Agriculture Protection Board which
came into operation in March, 1951. is
made responsible for the control, preven-
tion, and eradication of vermin under the
provisions of the Vermin Act. This item
provides annual grants towards operating
costs incurred by the board in performing
its functions.

Prior to 1970-71 the revenue of the board
was derived from State contributions in
accordance with the Provisions of the
Noxious Weeds Act and the Vermin Act.
With the abolition of rating provisions,
the full cost to the board became a charge
on the Consolidated Revenue Fund.

Hence, this item In the Estimates. The
problem regarding doggers, to which the
honourable member referred, is one which
we all understood thoroughly. The old
Pilbara scheme which came Into operation
In the 1960s was probably the most effec-
tive attempt ever made to get on top of
the dog problem. That scheme was effec-
tive only because of the amount of money
which was allocated by the Government
for a set period of years. This was always
doubtful in the Past because no-one knew
what money would be allocated in the
following year.

I was Minister for the North-West at
the time and I managed to have a fixed
amount guaranteed over an agreed num-
ber of years. The real success of the
scheme was attributable to the fact that
everyone in the region worked together.
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The point made about the effectiveness
of any particular station In dealing with
this problem Is terribly important, Once
we take out one station it is like removing
a front tooth. A station under reasonable
management is the first major step to-
wards controlling the dog situation. On
top of that, If we were able to put in a
team of real doggers, properly co-ordin-
ated with the pastoralists, the effect would
be quite dramatic. Unfortunately, dogging
is a rough life and those people who
offered to do the job some 15 years ago are
just not available.

The member for Mvurchison-Eyre, who
probably knows the area more intimately
than any of us. has hit the nail on the
head. The doggers want to work under
different conditions and we do not get the
old characters who used to go cut for long
periods and live under tremendously diffi-
cult circumstances. They did a wonderful
job as doggers. As to whether we can re-
capture that situation, in a more modem
form, has yet to be demonstrated.

I am aware that my colleague, the
Minister for Agriculture, is concerned. An
additional problem is that trouble is ex-
perienced In getting suitable material for
baits used in aerial drops. The material
has to be durable so that it will not de-
teriorate quickly in the harsh conditions
and the hot climate. I know that con-
siderable difficulty has been experienced in
this regard, but that is a problem which
will have to be overcome by finding the
right material to use.

I shudder to think of the cost Involved
In the construction of a dog-proof fence,
and I also shudder at the cost of main-
taining It. Experience with vermin fences
has demonstrated that they are a terrible
problem, They are subject to vandalism,
and they are always situated in remote
areas and are subject to harsh climatic
conditions, such as strong winds and so on.
There are unusual variations of climate,
especially after cyclones, so it is almost
impossible to maintain fences In those
conditions. However, the matter is being
looked at, but not with any great optimism
at the moment.

Mr H. D. EVANS: While I respect and
appreciate the problem referred to by the
Treasurer, and while I also recognise
there will be an increase in expenditure
by the Treasury, the Treasurer did not
give a breakup of the amount being spent
when compared with last year. While
recognising the increase in the total
amount of expenditure, I was curious as
to the amount to be expended in pastoral
areas. Are they subject to an Increase
of revenue expenditure, or is the amount
static? That information did not come
through in the explanation given to us
by the Treasurer.

The question of aerial baiting Is one
which will probably be of concern, and a
matter of some controversy, when any two
members of the pastoral industry enter

into discussion. The pastorallats claim
that aerial baiting might kill a few young
dogs, but the old experienced mature adult
animals are far too sly to be caught in
that way. it comes back to a trapping
programme to get the dogs which really
do the damage. That is the general con-
sensus of opinion of the pastoralists in
that area.

The possibility of a dog fence from
Meekatharra-Sandstone, right through
the area, to keep dogs out of the
region, is something which will have to be
looked at. It seems to be the crux of
the problem. Whether a loan can be
raised with repayments funded from local
government authorities, I do not know.
Whether maintenance can be undertaken
on the sections which pass through the
Individual stations, is something which
will have to be determined in order to
evaluate whether or not a fence would be
effective. it would have to run the whole
length of the pastoral area and, as the
Treasurer said, it would have to be main-
tained. It would require the co-opera-
tion of pastoralists, in the region, with-
out which no scheme could be expected
to succeed.

I expect that pastoralists are reaching
the stage where they are observing that
the situation is deteriorating to such an
extent that they will be forced into co-
operative action as a matter of survival,
If nothing else. On that basis there needs
to be some serious action with regard to
the examination of the construction of
a fence.

I would be happy to be in the position,
at least, to be able to reply to those who
have written to me to tell them that the
position regarding the effectiveness of a
fence, and a financing programme is be-
ing looked at in an attempt to get some
indication of the manner of the approach
which is to be made to the problem.

Sir CHALES COURT: I can only pro-
mise the honourable member that a
programme of expenditure will be sup-
plied to him. On the second point, I
will arrange for my colleague, the Min-
ister for Agriculture. to send to him a
brief note on the progress with studies
of the feasibility of a fence. I re-
peat: I could not be too optimistic about
the construction of a fence because it
would have to be related to the economy
of the whole venture, and the amount of
co-operation one could expect from the
district. However, I will arrange for him
to receive a note on the economics, as well
as a breakdown of the figures.

Item No. 15: ArgyZe Homestead.-Res-
toration, $50 000-

Mr TAYLOR: I note that the estimate
of expenditure for the restoration of
Argyle Homestead was $30 000 during
1973-74, with no actual expenditure, and
an estimate of $50 000 for the coming
year. A substantial sum of money was pro-
vided by the Australian Government for
the restoration of the homestead, and the
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State Government was to provide one-
third of the sum involved. It would appear
that the amount has been increased, and
that no progress has been made in the
restoration of the homestead in the Ord
River area. The amount has been in-
creased to $50 000, at least as far as the
State is concerned. Could the Treasurer
Indicate whether the Commonwealth has
increased its proportion of the other two-
thirds?

Sir CHARLES COURT: In answer to the
honrourable member, the position is as fol-
lows: The amount allocated this year is a
$50 000 increase on the vote of last year.

Mr Taylor: That would include last year
because it was not expended last year.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I was explain-
ing the circumstances. The Common-
wealth Government offered financial assis-
tance on a dollar for dollar basis towards
the development of tourist attractions of
particular historical significance. This
project was submitted to the Common-
wealth by the Tourist Department, and
it agreed to meet half the estimated cost
of $60 000. Provision for the State's share
of $30 000 was made in the 1973-74
Budget. However, work was not com-
menced in 1973-74, and the cost of re-
erection Is now estimated at $100 000. This
item now provides for the State's half
share of the sum needed to re-erect Argyle
Homestead at the new Cost. An approach
is being made to the Commonwealth to
provide a matching grant for the in-
creased cost of the project on a dollar for
dollar basis.

Item No. 18: Asthma Foundation of
Western Australia, $4 000-

Mr T. J. BURKE: I want to take advan-
tage of this particular item to draw the
attention of members to something which
has been pointed out to me this year.
Bronchial asthma affects hundreds of
thousands of our People. It is most dis-
tressing, and I am sure that every member
has had some experience with a sufferer
from this disease. The point I wish to
make is that we spend a great deal of time
promoting fund-raising efforts for differ-
ent charitable organisations many less im-
portant than that Involved in asthma re-
search.

I could never deny the need for
money for research Into the causes of
muscular dystrophy: a disease which
has a tragic effect on young children.
However, the fact of the matter is that
Probably less than 100 chldren in Western
Australia suiffer from muscular dystrophy
whereas many thousands of our citizens
suffer from this distressing disease. it
would Probably be true to say that one
person in every family at some time will
suffer from asthmna. The person who suf-
fers from thre disease is not its only vic-
tim, because the psychological effects
spread throughout the whole family.

The disease affects a worker's capacity.
his enjoyment of life, and his involvement
in the community, As I said, I was
made aware of the effects of this disease
this year and I felt I would like to take
this opportunity to bring it to the atten-
tion of members.

For many years my family has been in-
volved with the Slow Learning Children's
Group; mentally retarded and mentally
incurable People. The incidence of mental
Impairment is about 2 to 3 per cent of
the community, and this is a small num-
ber compared with the percentage of
asthmatics. I would like to compliment Dr
Hobday of the Asthma Foundation of
Western Australia for his work in this
organisation. I must also compliment the
Government, and although It Is a rather
small contribution it is pleasing to see the
Government is involved. This disease is a
real Problem in our community and any
research or rehabilitative measures deserve
the support of the Government.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I just want to
make sure that members appreciate that
the Government's contribution is greater
than the amount shown In the Estimates,

Mr T. J. Burke: I was just taking ad-
vantage of this item to bring the realities
to the notice of members.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I would like to
briefly relate the situation. It shows here
a decrease of $300 and that is related to a
nonrecurring item in respect of 20 000
brochures on asthma care circulated to the
public. The details of the estimate are that
provision is made for the third of
three annual grants to the foundation
the financial resources of which have been
depleted by a major research project
cardied out at the university laboratories
at the Princess Margaret Hospital, and for
other Projects of value. A further $5 000-
and this Is the point I want to make-
provided in item No. 140 is a donation to
the foundation through the 1974 TVW
Channel 7 Telethon Appeal.

To amplify what the honrourable mem-
ber said about the incidence of asthma-
and I am sure that all of us know of a
person within our own family who suffers
from this disease-it is the third most
chronic disease known and it affects some
one million Australians to some degree.
The asthma foundation was incorporated
in 1965 to Provide research for the pur-
pose of treatment and rehabilitation of
asthma sufferers. The Government con-
tributed $20 000 to the major appeal
launched by the foundation in 1965.

Item No. 38: Citizens Advice Bureau,
$6 500-

Mr BRYCE: Th1e amount of money that
the Government Provides for the Citizens
Advice Bureau is miserly, and my com-
ments apply to this State Government as
well as Its precedessor. We must have re-
gard for the contribution the bureau makes
to society and the role It takes. We should
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reassess the value of that institution. It
is not a particularly old organisation:
I understand that Its sixth or seventh
annual report has been submitted recently
to the Government. However, in a society
such as ours which is becoming increas-
ingly sophisticated and complicated, the
role played by the bureau is a truly sig-
nificant one. The procedures In Govern-
ment departments and institutions, as well
as in private business houses, are being
constantly changed, and the bureau helps
many citizens who are in difficulties be-
cause of this. It is appalling to think that
a bureau doing work of this kind survived
on a contribution from the State Govern-
ment of only $4 500 in the last financial
year, and the estimate for the 1074-15 year
is only $6 500.

I do not decry the importance and value
to any society of volunteer effort. We must
not take these things for granted. How-
ever, a facility which serves the community
as the bureau does should not depend to
such a large extent on the goodwill of
individuals. As I understand it, on any
day 70 to 100 Phone calls may be made
to the Perth omfce and anything up to
25 interviews granted per day. This illus-
trates the importance of the bureau.

I understand the bureau has been ap-
proached by representative groups from a
variety of country towns and suburbs with
requests to extend its operations into those
areas. Groups from Busselton and from
towns in the north-west have approached
the bureau, but the Citizens Advice Bureau
Is prevented from taking such a step be-
cause of the lack of money at its disposal-
In the very first instance, It cannot acquire
the simple necessity of office accommoda-
tion,

I ant also aware that In the last few
wveeks the present Government has en-
abled the bureau to shift its headquarters
in central Perth. It is now located in
'Irwin Street, and I understand the bureau
is very grateful for this assistance. I spoke
to Miss Thomas about this today. How-
ever, about $500 will be swallowed up Just
to. change the telephones from the old
headquarters to the new.

I put the plea to the Treasurer that in
a society such as ours which is ever in-
creasing in sophistication and complexity.
the service rendered to the community by
the Citizens Advice Bureau warrants a
great deal more attention and generosity
in the State Budget.

Sir CHLARLES COURT: I know that we
increased this grant by roughly 50 per cent
this Year-from $4 500 to $6 500. The
Treasury was duly impressed with the case
put forward by the bureau. However, if
the bureau finds the amount Is Inadequate
for its needs, I imagine it Will be back like
a shot because these voluntary organisa-
tions are being hit very badly through the
effects of inflation. They are more severely
affected than other establishments because
the voluntary contributions do not go up

but costs are rising all the time. These
organisatlons have no inbuilt protection
against inflation and we are facing the
danger that many of them will vgo out of
business if they do not get help. The
amount granted to the bureau has been
increased to meet operating costs.

The organisation, as the member knows,
is concerned with the dissemination of In-
formation relating to the services provided
by the many statutory and voluntary
social agencies. I agree with him that we
must have a service these days Just to
point people in the right direction so that
they know where to go.

The Interesting thing is that the volun-
tary assistance is given by 122 persons,
including 38 In country centres; the
bureau is stretching out. However, if the
honourable member believes the bureau
is being treated inadequately, he should
suggest that it puts in a submission.
in the past the Government has been
reasonably generous.

Mr B3RYCE: There Is no necessity to
reply to my remarks, but I would like to
point out one matter because of its rele-
vance. The operational budget of the
bureau will approach something like
$20 000 In the coming year. without any
extension whatever. I will be happy if the
bureau does make a subsequent approach
in terms of its present performance. The
principal officer is an economics graduate
who is working for a salary of about $5 500
to $8 000; and her offaider. who is -similarly
Qualified, is working for a. simila~r salary.

Without a great deal of goodwill and a
sense of charity that sort of Organisation
would not exist. I want to re-emphasise
the point that the role of the bureau Is so
significant and Its value is so important we
should not expect the people who organise
it and who are literally responsible for Its
activities to operate on a shoestring.

item No. 39: Clef Rehtabilitsation Couna-
cil, $5 000.

Mr T. J. BURKE: I am quite sure the
Chief Secretary will agree with me when I
say that every dollar given in subsidy to
this organisatlon is a dollar well spent. The
contribution this year by way of such sub-
sidy is $5 000. When we consider that it
costs at least $100 per week to provide for
a man incarcerated at one of our Institu-
tions, we see that It needs $5 c0o to keep
him there for a year.

in the last few years the work of the
council has resulted in a reduction in re-
cidivism. People who have been involved
in criminal activitiles often return to prison
time and time again, but we can now see
the effect on these people of the work
done by the council.

As I have said, I1 believe an Investment
in this council will be repaid one-thous-
and fold. I am sure the council can give
figures to show the work It has per-
formed In connection with people about to
be released from Prison or those who have
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been released and who are trying to re-
establish themselves in the community. En-
couragement and assistance to these people
Is absolutely essential. I am quite certain
the council could produce statistics to show
that It has saved the State many thous-
ands of dollars which would have been ex-
pended uselessly keeping these people
incarcerated. I would like again to com-
pliment the Government, as I believe any
attempt to assist an organIsation such as
this which plays a great part in reducing
recidivism in this community Is worthy of
support, even If from an economic point of
view alone.

Sir CHARLES COURT: There Is no
questioning the merit of the work done by
this council which collaborates very closely
with the Health Board, the Department of
Corrections, and the State Welfare Ser-
vices. The Important thing about the
body Is that it acts In some sort of co-
ordinating role with other charitable bod-
ies involved in similar work.. I cannot re-
call any requests for additional assistance2
The honourable member will appreciate
that most of these organisations have a
fairly close association with the Treasury
and send In their annual requests. This
year, some organisations have been mak-
Ing representations, but I cannot recall
this one. If they had any particular fin-
ancial difficulty, no doubt they would let
us know. However, I do acknowledge the
work of this organisation.

Item No. 44: Country High School Hos-
tels Authority, $480 000--

Mr SIBSON: I should like to refer to
the work done over the years by the
Country High School Hostels Authority
and pay special tribute to Mr Ern Langey
and the other members of the authority.
Over the years, the authority has provided
accommodation for students who have had
to leave home In order to obtain their
education. The authority has done the
best job it possibly could with the moneys
available to it over the years. There are
now some 16 or 17 hostels In operation
and tomorrow at 2.30 pan. the latest hos-
tel will be officially opened at Mvocra. As
I have had a close association with this
authority, I should like to discuss the vari-
ous problems it is facing.

There is pressure now for more amenities
in these hostels. one of the biggest prob-
lems in keeping these students at a reason-
able standard of behaviour is to find some-
thing for them to do. Of course, this
Problem varies from area to area. We in
Bunbury are fortunate in that the children
can go to the sea and use various other
sporting facilities during the summer
months. However, at other times, particu-
larly during the winter when they must
stay Indoors, it is very difficult to find
enough for the students to do; there are
simply not enough facilities.

I refer not only to sporting facilities,
but also indoor facilities, televisions and
this sort of thing. There is not enough

space where we can accommodate such
activities. In our hostel which has a cap-
acity of 96 students, the number of children
would average around 80, Members can
appreciate the problems involved on a wet
winter day when these children congregate
in the recreation room. There may be a
television set working, a record player be-
ing used, girls trying to do a bit of sewing
and Various other activities; it Is very diffi-
cult to keep them occupied.

Without prolonging the debate, I should
like to say that the role of the authority
in the future should be to concentrate on
this area so that we can provide facilities
to keep these students occupied.

It Is often argued that the students can
use the high school's facilities, but this
presents another problem, because in some
cases the hostels are not adjacent to high
schools and the authorities have the re-
sponsibility of looking after children in
the hostel situation and others In the high
school situation. it will be necessary to
take strong action In relation to this par-
ticular function of the hostels.

One of the real problems of running the
hostels from the point of view of the
committees of management is in trying to
keep a reasonable standard of behaviour.
Most misbehaviour, of course, is brought
about by lack of something to do.

Another problem area is in providing
accommodation for staff. Each year, we
are finding it increasingly difficult to at-
tract staff to all levels, from the warden
down. I know the authority is doing a lot
of work in this area in trying to upgrade
staff quarters to make them more attrac-
tive so that we can encourage people to
work in these hostels. once again, as a
member of a committee of management
and of the Student Hostels Association I
express appreciation for the voluntary
work which has been done by members of
the authority over the Years.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The increase Is
$91 078. The higher provision arises from
additional debt charges caused by new
loans raised in 1973-74 and increased sub-
sidies towards hostel losses. Under this
Item, provision has been made in 1974-75
for a grant of $13 000 towards the
authority's administration expenses and
$416 000 for debt charges and loans raised
by the authority for capital works. An
amount of $31 000 has also been provided
for subsidies for hostels for losses and
represents an increase of approximately
$27 500 over the actual for 1973-74. 1 will
not go into the details. of the organisation
bEcause that is well known to the honour-
able member and he has also dealt with
a number of the hostels that are known
to him. However, it is a considerable in-
crease: of course, we appreciate the In-
flationary problems that are besetting some
of these organisations.
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Item No. 60: Health Education Council,
$149 400--

Dr DADOUR: I wish to make a few
comments about the Health Education
Council of Western Australia. I do not
know whether members realise the work
being done by this council and in particu-
lar by Its executive officer, Mr Jim Carr.
The council has been most effective In
keeping to a bare minimum our drug ad-
diction and drug dependence problem.
This work has been carried out without
fuss or ado in a very quiet and effective
manner. To me these are the unsung
heroes, because their results are so effec-
tive.

We do not really appreciate the results
achieved by this body because we cannot
actually see the results and, because we
cannot see the results, we underestimate
the worth of this body. The council's
central quarters are In West Perth, Un-
fortunately, It Is unable to provide proper
backup facilities in country areas. There
is a proposal to establish in country areas
and also within the metropolitan area
health educational resource centres.

At the moment, in most country areas
and in the metropolitan area it is possible
for as many as nine different social
workers or welfare officers to descend upon
any one given person at the same time,
without those officers having any knowl-
edge that their colleagues intended to call
on that person. This to me is a, deplor-
able state of affairs; a great deal of money
is wasted by these various departments
because their social workers overlap and
do not co-ordinate with each other.

The Health Education Council should be
given the opportunity to co-ordinate these
people. The council does not wish to rule
them or take them over; it is trying to co-
ordinate our resources so that we will have
less waste. The council, more than any
other single department in the field of
promoting health-I do not say preventive
medicine, because that Is too small an
ares; it is involved in the promotion of
health In general-has done a great deal
without very many funds.

Much more finance is required before the
council can contribute more effectively to
the health services of the community and
establish Its health education resource
centres. Finance is the key to the whole
situation, but unfortunately we do not have
the money to establish these centres. To
me this is a crime, especially when we look
at the amount of money being spent on
treatment of established diseases. Mem-
bers will see that the allocation this year
is in excess of $133 million. This money
is being eaten up with the treatment of
established diseases. We are spending too
much money in this area and too little in
areas which project to the future.

It has always been my contention, as
members would know, that the amount of
money spent in our teaching hospitals is

far ink excess of what I believe to be rea-
sonable. This statement Is borne out by
all investigations which have been carried
out into this matter. I do not wish to
labour the point now; what I am trying
to say is that I do not wish to spend less
money on health or to spend more money
than is necessary. What should be done
Is that money that is being wasted should
be diverted to other areas.

I should like to refer members to the
Sax report where, under the heading of
"Efficiency", it states-

There was a time when the idea of
efficiency in hospital work was con-
sidered suspect. It has been amply
demonstrated that efficiency In has-
vitals can lead to cost savings and
better quality care.

My proposal is to save money that is
being wasted and divert it to projects for
the future;, this is vital to the health of
the people of our State. We seem to be
.spending more and more on established
diseases and not enough on the future. The
key to the future of the prophylactic area
is this Health Education Council, whose
Intention is to set up resource centres.
The proposal is to establish these centres
in the Pilbara, the Kimberley, Oeraldton,
Kalgoorlie, Sunbury. Katanning, Merredin
and four or five spread out in the metro-
politan area, One of the functions of the
officers of this council is to promote within
country areas matters to do with health,
and Provide back up facilities. However,
unfortunately, the headquarters are located
in Perth and it costs a great deal of money
tD Send people to country areas for these
purposes and, as a result, It is not very
effective.

Probably the worst thing one can do Is
to stimulate interest and then fail to rein-
force it; this could be more harmful than
doing nothing at all. I anm not asking the
Premier or the Government to provide
more money: all I ask is for the Govern-
ment to have a more rational approach to
the use of this money; anything we can
save can be projected to the future, which
means quite obviously that needs for
disease treatment in the future will be less.
The Health Education Council has shown
us what can be done with very few funds
and an efficient operation. I believe we
must Immediately take the necessary steps
to whittle down the money supplied for
certain areas and increase the allocation
provided to the Health Education Council.

I wish to impress upon members that
this is most necessary. The growth of the
Health Education Council has been the
result of the work of one man, It is only
because of his devotion to duty which has
gone far beyond what one would expect
that he Is now wallowing around with In-
sufficient funds to get on with the job.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The observa-
tions of the member for Subiaco are ap-
preciated. It is a subject on which he is the
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most knowledgeable of all of us, and I can
accept without question the philosophy he
puts forward on the spending of money
in this area to make the facilities avail-
able on a decentralised basis as a means
of prevention rather than on sophisticated
forms of cures which would otherwise not
be required because the complaints would
not exist.

The increased vote is $41 400, but this
is taken up in necessary costs arising from
the greater demand for services, the full
year cost of award variations granted in
1973-74, and pay-roll tax which has to be
met, commencing on the 1st July, 1974.
This Item also provides for a grant of
$2500 to the Australian Foundation of
Alcoholism and Drug Dependence. I do not
propose to go into any detail about the
organisation because that is better known
to the honourable member than to me, but
I do commend his interest. I do not know
of any representations from the council at
present for further assistance and I do
not know whether the honourable member
is implying that the council has applied for
and not received what it wanted.

Item No. 77: Local Authorities Assistance
Fund-Contribution, $1 195 000--

Mr MOILER: I seek some clarification In
regard to this Item. The fund was Initiated
under the previous Tonkin Government in
1971-72 when an allocation of $500 000 was
made for it. H-ow the funds were to be al-
located to the local authorities was set
down. There were three areas In which
the finance could be granted and these
were as follows-

(1) Under formula grants.
(2) Grants or loans to local author-

ities with special concentrated
needs.

(3) Grants to assist local authorities
to meet the cost of the deferred
payments of pensioners' rates.

Some $660 000 was allocated last year and
now the amount is to be increased by some
$500 000. Is the Treasurer yet in a position
to indicate how the additional money will
be allocated to the shires? In answer to
a question by the member for Ascot In
regard to unemployment, the Minister for
Local Government stated that the Govern-
ment had provided $1 million for muni-
cipalities this year to be made available
through the Local Authorities Assistance
Fund and that the money would be for
general purposes and could be utilised by
the councils to relieve unemployment.

As I have said previously, I believe it
was the Minister's intention to mislead and
to give the impression that $1 million was
being allocated by the State Government
for unemployment; and of course that Is
quite wrong,

Mr Rushton: You were most 'unfair to
read that Into It.

Mr MOILER: In fact, the amount could
be something like $500 000 at the very out-
side. The rest of the money would be an-
ticipated by the local authorities as an
amount they could reasonably expect to
receive from the Government, because
under the conditions set down by the pre-
vious Government there would have been
an amount of $560 000 or more to go
towards those shires as local government
assistance; and so there is an additional
amount made available nowhere near the
amount I believe the State Government
tried to imply was available for unemploy-
ment. .1 would like the Treasurer to in-
dicate Just how this amount will be al-
located to the various local authorities.
Will It go to those areas where there is
genuine unemployment, or to areas 'where
there is a small percentange of unemploy-
ment compared with the percentage in
other local authorities?

I would like the Treasurer to indicate
how much of this $1 million Is unemploy-
ment relief money and how the Govern-
ment Proposes to allocate it to the local
authorities.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I think the hon-
ourable member is probably a little at
cross-purposes with himself on this ques-
tion of the fund as distinct from unem-
ployment relief. The vote this year Is
$1.195 million, which is ani increase of
$547 539. The provision makes allowance
for the allocation to the Local Authorities
Assistance Fund-that Is, the fund already
established--of an increased amount of
$500 000. That was in accordance with
our election promise.

An amount of $47 539 has also been Ln-
eluded to cover additional grants to local
authorities to help meet the cost of de-
terring pensioner rates, but that is an
additional sum. These grants are equal to
interest at the long-term bond rate on
the amount of pensioner rates outstanding
at the 30th June, and as the rate of in-
terest rose from 5.9 per cent at the 30th
June, 1973, to 8.56 per cent at the 30th
June, 1914, the extra provision is necessary.

For the information of members, I
would indicate that the Local Authorities
Assistance Fund was established in 1971-72
to help local authorities with the cost of
providing adequate services to their com-
munities. A major part of the contribu-
tion to the fund is distributed according
to a formula which takes into account
the relatively greater needs of local au-
thorities with small ratable populations in
relation to the area to be served. That
Is the old formula.

This is the Part I think the hontourabie
member is interested in. The higher allo-
cation to the fund allows for a revision
of the formula which will now provide
assistance to all local authorities with rate
revenue of less than $5000 per square
kilometre. in 1973-74 assistance was
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limited to those authorities receiving less
than $675 per square kilometre. In other
words, the additional grant has enabled
us to take in a wider range of local au-
thorities and 'will, I believe, give some
very necessary relief without putting
money into the more affluent communities
which have a capacity to raise money on
their own initiative, more so than some
areas which have a very low rating capac-
ity per square kilometre.

it is a rather ingenious formula the
Treasury has worked out in conjunction
with the Minister for Local Government
and his department and same of those
directly concerned. I think the final re-
fInements of the formula are Just about
completed, if they have not already been
completed, and the money Is there ready
f or disbursement.

The minimum grant payable has been
increased from $2 000 to $5 000. It might
sound a small amount, but when dealing
with some of the local authorities with a
very limited income per square kilometre,
it can mean a lot. The maximum grant
has been lifted tram $6 000 to $10 000.

Special grants are also made available
to meet special needs and these are paid
on the recommendations of a commnittee
headed by an officer of the Iocal Govern-
ment Department.

The State scheme of assistance to local
authorities to help meet the cost of defer-
ring pensioner rates is administered
through the fund. This assistance is
equal to Interest at the long-term bond
rate on the amount of pensioner rates out-
standing at the 30th June each year.

On top of this there Is, of course, the
Commonwealth scheme for money in re-
spect of areas of serious or critical unem-
ployment; but I would not like it to be
confused with the straightout formula. The
formula to be administered will, I believe,
have a very desirable effect with a much
wider range than the old formula which
was inhibited because of its comparatively
small amount However, with $1 million
instead of $500 000, another group can be
Included. I think it will be found that the
local authorities are pleased with the new
formula.

Item No. 126: Salvation Arrrn-Centre
for Female Alcoholics, $20 000-

Mr B. 'T. BURKE: While the Salvation
Army is not the faith to which I adhere,
there is no doubt that It Is one of the few
groups in our community which has been
able effectively to grapple with the prbb-
lems of the disadvantaged and under-
privileged. It has become fashionable to
criticise religious groups, and I must say
the criticism Is often with foundation.
However, in the case of the Salvation Army
I do not believe there is any room to criti-
cise the selflessness with which these
people go about the tasks they set them-
selves.

I am pleased the Government Is making
available a sum of money which is being
put aside for the centre for female alco-
holics. I would agree with the Treasurer
and say he said no truer word when earlier
this eventing he spoke of the problems of
inflation and the tendency people have to
give not a percentage of their Income, but
a set amount to certain appeals or causes.
The ill effect of this practice is certainly
felt by the Salvation Army and is causing
problems which the Government might
have to study seriously and closely if the
difficulties are to be overcome.

It Is also very difficult I know to expect
the Government to comment with much
sense about the worth of these different
grants and subsidies to miscellaneous Ser-
vices, because they are all very worth
while. I suppose that If we bad the money
we would give to each of these the amounts
they wanted.

However, I would draw to the Treasurer's
attention one project not mentioned in the
Estimates, and neither should It be; that
Is, the day care centre planned by the
Salvation Army in Balga. It has appar-
ently been financed by the Salvation Army
itself and the Australian Government and
It is hoped to be in operation by next Octo-
ber. However, the date on which it com-
mences will depend very greatly on whether
the Salvation Army Is able to obtain its
operating expenses for the first three
months. In order to be able to obtain
these funds the Salvation Army has ap-
proached the Government, and I under-
stand the request is now under active
consideration. it has also-approached the
Stirling City Council.

W~hile stressing once again that the Gov-
ernent's task is an unenviable one. I
would say that the crucial nature of this
short-term finance which is needed because
the Flederal Government pays its subsidies
or allowances after the completion of the
first three months of operation, could well
mean that the day, care centre in an area
where it is acknowledged by all responsible
authorities to be urgently needed, might
not get off the ground as Quickly as de-
sirable or, It may, in fact, be held up
indefinitely until the Salvation Army Is
able to find the necessary funds from Its
own sources.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I can assure the
honourable member that the Treasury has
an appreciation of the value of assisting
these voluntary causes. I have had a long
talk with the Under-Treasurer about It
because he is the man who has to do munch
of the detail in carving up the cake and
if he does not have a sympathetic approach
these organisations are likely to be left
behind. I can assure the honourable mem-
ber the 'Under-Treasurer has the message
very clearly.

If we look at Items such as St. John
Ambulance or Spastic Welfare, the per-
centage Increases are out of proportion
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even to the current rate of inflation. This
Is due to the fact that people Still put In
their $1 or 50c without relating their con-
tribution to a proportion of their income.
This Is a never-ending battle to church
vestries because some people still think 20c
is not a bad sunm for a collection plate.

To Put it quite bluntly, with the Salva-
tion Army I work on the basis--and I
think the Treasury does the same-that if
one gives the "Salvos" $1 they will make It
do the work of $3. That is the yardstick
we use and we are anxious to assist volun-
tary activities which have a record of
dedicated service. The Salvation Army
seems to have a technique and CA,-
pacity for giving performance out of all
proportion to the finance it is given.
I will ensure the case mentioned by the
honourable member Is processed as expedi-
tiously as possible.

Item No. 132; Specific Learning Difficul-
ties Association ot W.A., $2 000-

Mr A. R. TONKCIN: I am wondering what
the $2 000 Is for. This organisation is
battling to give more attention to and pro-
vide more remedial work for children in
Western Australian schools who have
specific learning difficulties, particularly in
reading and mathematics, it does a won-
derful job. This area is neglected in our
educational system to a large extent.

This is a very small amount. When I
look down at swimming pool subsidies I
sometimes wonder where our priorities ie.
Greater assistance should be given to this
organisation so that It can do more for
those children. We are not talking about
a few children but a high percentage who
have specific learning difficulties.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The annual
grant is to assist the association with its
operating costs. As the honourable mem-
ber knows, this association was formerly
known as the Dyslexia Association but It
now has wider activities, These matters
are usually fairly vivid in my mind but I
cannot recall receiving any request from
the association for its regular amount to
be increased. if it is suffering any diff-
culty I would like to hear from It.

item No. 135: Suirf Life Saving Asso-
elation, $10 000-

Mr CLARKO: Last year a sum of
$15 000 was allocated and expended, and
this year a sum of $10 000 is allocated. I
presume this relates to head office ex-
penses and it may be that the reason for
the lower figure this year is that last year
the Government gave an additional
amount for a special project or that the
association is receiving help in a direct
way.

The head office of the movement needs
a great deal of support. It cannot get it
from the Individual clubs, which are
themselves battling. They receive moneys
from local government and from an
annual appeal day, and members of the

association often go around shaking cans
In shopping centres and the like. A cur-
tain amount of money is collected in fees.

The Surf life saving clubs are youth
clubs and in some ways social clubs, but
it is a unique organisation. I understand
the volunteer surf life saving movement
in the world began In Australia. It seems
to me that the typical Australian 150 years
ago might have been a pastorallt, 0
years ago the Australian digger, and today
perhaps it is the bronzed surf life saver.
He makes a tremendous contribution him-
self-perhaps his life-in order to protect
the lives of the many people who use our
beaches. I suspect that more people in-
dulge in the recreation of beach swimming
than in any other recreational activity in
this State. Very little money is spent on
our beaches, which is most unfortunate, If
this allocation is a reduction, I urge the
Treasurer to reconsider the matter.

Last Sunday I was speaking to the
State President of the surf life saving
movement who told me he had been led
to believe the association would receive a
larger suma of money this year. I sit down
on the note that if it is not to receive a
larger sum of money this year it should
receive a significant Increase next year,

Sir CHARLES COURT; The reason for
the apparent reduction of $5 000 is that
for about three years a special grant was
made to cover bridging finance in connec-
tion with the period when the movement
was disposing of its old premises. The
annual grant is $10 000 which is a contri-
bution to the association's operating costs.
In 1971-72, 1972-73, and 1973-74 the sup-
plementary grants of $5 000 were paid to
the association to assist In meeting bridg-
Ing finance on a new headquarters build-
ing pending the sale of the old building at
an acceptable price, and for establishment
costs. There was a hiatus in the realisa-
tiori on the old building and the Govern-
ment made a special grant of $5 000 in
addition to the annual grant.

If the honourable member has reason to
believe the association is in financial diffi-
culties, I suggest he advise it to make
application quickly because I know of no
current application under consideration.
However, I assure the honourable member
no-one would have a greater admiration
for the movement than I have. One has
to be a financial member and pay one's
subscription before one can risk one's life
to save someone else's life.

It has been a wonderful movement for
another reason. All Governments have
found it very reluctant to push claims for
financial handouts. It is very anious to
present a case based on self-help. In that
regard also it is unique.

Item No. 139: Telekeip Appeal, $2 500--
Mr 51850*1: The Teiehelp appeal was

sponsored for the first time this year by
South Western Telecasters, Channels 3,
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9, and 10. on behalf of the Rheumatoid
Arthritis and Asthma Foundation and the
south-west slow learning children's group.
This is the first time anything of this
nature has been held in the south-west
and great thanks are due to South Wes-
tern Telecasters. I would also like to thank
the Treasurer for his visit on that oca-
sion, and the Government for the cheques
the Treasurer brought with him to assist
the fund.

Early In the piece It was considered
that perhaps $20 000 or $30 000 could be
raised by the appeal. It was later
thought $50 000 might be a more realistic
figure. But when the appeal went off air
over $93 000 was promised, and I was told
by Monday this week an amount of over
$93 000 had been banked. That is a not-
able effort. Sandy Alexander and the
rest of the team have already started on
their Telehelp appeal for 1975.

Item No. 140: Tertiary Education~
Tuition Fee Subsidy-

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I want the Treas-
urer to explain the tertiary education
tuition fee subsidy for which the vote last
year was $90000.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! That is not
an item.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: It is in the Esti-
mates.

The CHAIRMAN: No money has been
provided.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: That is right, and
that in itself is a significant fact.

The CHAIRMAN: I am afraid I can-
not allow the honourable member to speak
to this matter, to which no amount has
been allocated.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: It is mentioned in
this document and I want to know why
it has been reduced to nothing.

Sir Charles Court: I will have a reply
sent to the honourable member. We can-
not deal with it tonight.

Item No. 156: Western Australian Arts
Council, $850 000-

Mr H. D. EVANS: In the past 18 months
three groups have visited the town with
which I am associated-Manjimup-and
on each occasion several young people in
the groups have been billeted at my home.
I have had an opportunity to speak to
various members of the companies and
I have been prompted to make further in-
quiries. I am concerned at some of the
information which has come to light.

I commend the Treasurer on the in-
creased allocation to the Arts Council but
I would like some clarification on a point
of organisation. I will refer to the last
tour made by the Western Australian
Ballet Company which will Illustrate the
points I wish to make and the concern
I feel. It appears there Is a lack of liaison
between the Arts Council and the West-

emn Australian Ballet Company. During
the last tour of the company there was a
series of instances of mismanagement. At
Katanning no more than 100 people were
present at the performance, and probably
about the same number attended the per-
formnance at Manjimup. I believe the
advance publicity was negligible. It was
left to a private firm which seems to be
very unsatisfactory.

In addition, members of the company
were left for a weekend in a small country
town-I think it was Dumnbleyung. I have
nothing against Dumnbieyung but it has
limitations in regard to its ability to play
host to a ballet company for a full week-
end.

At Mt. Barker confusion occurred In re-
gard to accommodation. The company did
not know at which howel it was booked
in. I am curious to know who actually
drew up the programme. Was It the exe-
cutive of the Arts Council, or was It the
officers of the company?

Two consequences flow from this. The
first is the small houses, which make tours
uneconomical. The second is the lack of
inspiration to the ballet company. This
can only lead to the number of tours to
country areas being reduced due to lack
of support, and this Is not altogether the
fault of country people because there Is
an apparent lack In the backup organisa-
tion.

The company undertook 22 perform-
ances in 30 days, and I think it Is a little
hard on an artistic group to expect It to
work under that sort of strain. I am not
altogether sure whether tours of a shorter
duration would be more desirable, but it
seems to me they would certainly be an
Improvement on a tour of the sort I have
outlined.

The other aspect concerns the Play-
house, and whether it will have a country
touring programme. If It is not to have
a country touring programme, I feel that
would be a serious and retrograde step In
terms of artistic promotion in country,
areas.

I come back to the point that the ap-
pointment of a tour liaison officer who
could go ahead in advance would be a
worthwhile investment, especially If the
right person Is found. From what I have
gathered the experience this year was
most unsatisfactory.

Sir CHARLES COUYRT: This matter
of cultural Performances is becoming an
ever-increasing cost to the Budget. I
think we have to expect this in respect of
travelling costs and wages, The remarks
of the member for Warren impressed me
greatly. I will have his speech Passed to
the appropriate council for comment. It
is not good enough If the Promotional
side Is not being handled properly. Even
the old-time circuses used to send an
agent in advance to whip up enthusiasm
and to place placards in barbers' shops
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and hotels. If this council is not doing
the elementary things there Is something
wrong. I will pursue the matter with the
council because we are anxious to produce
the maximum result from our money,
combined with any funds received from
the Commonwealth Government to enable
the council to take cultural activities into
as many nooks and crannies as possible,
We are not looking for unreasonably large
audiences in country towns; however, we
do expect reasonable attendances.

The remarks of the honiourable member
Interest me and I know they will Interest
the Under-Treasurer because he Is also
very concerned to ensure that the money
is going to the right people. After all,
1850 000 in a Budget like ours is not pea-
nuts.

The additional $280 622 Is necessary to
meet higher operating costs of the coun-
cil and increased assistance to cultural
organisations. Details of the Increases are
as follows--

(a) Salaries (award varia-
tions and the full year
cost of 1973-74 staff ap-
pointmnents including
proposed new staff 1974-
75) .. ... ...... 30500

(b) Administration expenses
(increased activity and
reflects the cost of new
Staff as in (a) ) .... .... 21322

(c) Tours Promotion (the
Council has now adopted
the role for entrepren-
eurial activities which
Involves the promotion
and management of tours
previously undertaken by
the companies) ... .. 45000

That is 'why I was interested in the
remarks of the member for Warren. As I
understand it, the council itself has become
an entrepreneurial agent. Previously most
of the companies used to do their own
promotional 'work when they went to the
country and this in itself required that
they took a direct interest in attracting
attention to their performances.

Mr H. D_ Evans: I think they left it to
a private firm this year. whereas if they
Could employ a special officer they would
receive better coverage.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I will check on
that because my understanding Is that
this is a promotional organisation estab-
lished by the council itself. However, if
the council delegates the work elsewhere It
should ensure it obtains results. To con-
tinue with the details of the increases--

Cd) Increased grants to
cultural organisations .... $163 800

We have tried to do our part in the matter.
I will be interested to find out what has
happened. When I was the Minister for
the North-West I used to be very inter-

ested in the box office returns received from
Performances In the north because theY
Provided a barometer of the success or
otherwise of the promotional work of the
council and the contribution it made to
the local people.

Itemn No. 163: Western Australian
Teacher Education Authority, $59 800-

Mr A. Rt. TONKIN: I would appreciate
it if the Treasurer would explain the dram-
atic reduction in expenditure from over
$2 million to $59 BOO on the Western Aus-
tralian Teacher Education Authority. I
will niot launch into a eulogy of that
institution, but I1 would like the Treasurer
to explain the decrease.

Sir CHARLES COURT: This gives me
a chance to answer the other point raised
by the member for Morley, because the
reason for this decrease is exactly the
same. Previously, before the Common-
wealth entered Into the question of fees
for tertiary education we used to have a
vote of our own in the State field. As the
Commonwealth Government abolished fees
from the 1st January, 1974, It Is no longer
necessary to provide the concession which
used to be provided in respect of the
tertiary education tuition fees subsidy.

The provision last year was to clean up
a few Isolated cases, because there was a
system whereby we paid for certain people
who did not receive other financial bene-
fits and who cane within the formula laid
down. That item has disappeared now. I
hope I1 have got the message across to
the honourable member In respect of the
previous item which is not numbered. The
circumstances of that are somewhat re-
iated to the circumstances of Item No. 163.

Item No. 163 relates to the Western
Australian Teacher Education Authority.
and has an estimated expenditure of
$59 800. This is a decrease of $2 072 470.
With the Commonwealth Government
taking over full financial responsibility for
tertiary institutions from the 1st January,
1974, the State need no longer contribute
towards the authority's recurrent costs.

In 1973-74 the State met its commitment
to the 31st December, 1974, according to
the fornula of $1 Commonwealth for each
$1.85 contributed by way of State grants
and fees. I think most of this has been
referred to in total when I introduced the
Budget. This Item now makes provision
for the following payment--

Debt charges on loans ... 52 700
Balance of State contribution

for capital works ....... 7 100

59800

Item No. 165: Young Men's Christian As-
sociation, $50 000-

Mr A. Rt. TONKIN: I note there was no
vote for this item last year, and now there
is a vote of $50 000 which is, of course, a
tremendous Increase.
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Sir CHARLES COURT: This is a case
of voluntary organisations getting caught
up with the Present financial problems.
and particularly with inflation. There is
a special reason for this Item. It provides
a grant which will enable the YMCA to
clear Its bank overdraft and thus reduce
its annual interest payments by $5 500.

Tn 1965 the State agreed to assist the
construction of a new hostel by providing
an interest subsidy of 5 per cent on a loan
of $100 000. The interest rate then apply-
ing was only Qj per cent. In the inter-
vening years the interest rate has climbed
to 11 per cent, which means that the
YMCA Is meeting 6 per cent at an annual
cost in excess of $12 000 in 1974.

This is more than the association can
bear, and so it made a submission to me'.After consultation with the Treasury I
decided to meet the association in this
manner. Instead of merely giving it a
subsidy for the interest, we decided the
best way to help the association was to
Pay it $50 000 this year and so get rid of
that much of its debts, thereby reducing
its recurring commitment by about $5 500
a year. I think the association accepts
that what we have done is better than
giving it a subsidy on Interest, which
would not get it off the hook at all. I
could not predict what we will do for the
association next year.

Item No. 171: Daylight Saving Referen-
dum, $290 000-

Mr A. R. TONKIN: This item is for the
expenditure of $290 000 on a daylight say-
ing referendum. The Tonkin Gov-
ernment wanted such a referendum to be
held in conjunction with a State election,
but for ,ome reason the then Opposition
regarded that as a political ploy. I cannot
understand this. it seems to me it is a
shocking waste of the taxpayers' money
which could be used to better advantage
on the construction of the Dianelia high
school which the Previous Government
was going to build, but which has now
been knocked on the head.

The cost of the proposed referendum is
close to one-third of a million dollars, and
the referendum is quite unnecessary at
this time. It could be held in conjunction
with a State election. That would mean
a great saving. This Government claims
it is short of money and it is always
screaming about the Australian Govern-
ment cutting off expenditure, yet it intends
to incur this unwarranted expense.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I have already
announced that we hope to beat this
figure and to reduce it by introducing a
few common-sense economies. The Chief
Electoral Officer has been told to act
accordingly, but we must act within the
Act: there is no suggestion that we will
depart from that.

It seems to me Quite crazy to spend
money on overtime and In other ways, as
was originally planned, for a referendum
which does not have the fate of the
Government hinging on it. There will
be no "breathless hush" with the fate
of someone hanging on the results, so it
does not matter if it takes a week or two
to complete the count. Therefore, we
have told the Chief Electoral Officer to
improve on this figure.

However. I remind the member for
Morley that his Government Proposed a
referendum to decide whether or not to
have a trial period of daylight saving.

M~r A. Rt. Tonkin: That was done In
desperation because other measures had
been knocked back.

Sir CHARLES COURT: it must have
been desperate.

Mr Jamieson: If you want a debate on
this, I point out that you forced us into
that position.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I will relate the
facts to the Chamber. The Tonkin Gov-
ernment intended to hold a referendum
to see whether we should have a trial
period of daylight saving. Let us assume
the people decided there would be a trial
period. We would have had a trial period:
but what would we have resolved? We
would be back to the original problem of
emotive reactions in this place without
obtaining a real reaction from the elector-
ate about its long-term attitude.

Mr Jamnieson: That was only the last
one. Go back to the ones before that.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I believe the
present method is the only way to put the
matter fairly to the people; that is, by
allowing them to experience daylight sav-
ing.

Mr Jamieson: It is not very fair to
country people. A week after daylight
saving finishes You will have a refer-
endum. I know what the city People will
do; they will not be able to get to the ballot
box quickly enough.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The honourable
member might be surprised.

Mr Jamnieson: I have been in the other
States, and I would know.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I have received
many letters from young mothers who
blame me for the introduction of daylight
saving. I wish I could refer them to the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition.

Item No. 178: Forests Department-Erec-
tiolt of Wildflower Notices, $1 000-

Mr A. Rt. TONKIN: Apparently wild-
flower notices were not erected last year.
because the money was not spent. There
must be a reason for this. We see depre-
dation of our wildflowers taking place con-
stantly.
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The previous Government did make pro-
gressive steps, I believe, with its roadside
verges committee in an atttempt to do
something about this matter. I believe the
native flora Is one of our greatest assets,
and I consider this to be a serious problem
at present. I wonder whether the Treas-
urer can explain why the money was not
spent, because I think it should have been.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am afraid I
cannot tell the member for Morley why
the money was not spent last Year. The
official record states that no expenditure
was recorded against this item in 1973-74,
bearing In mind that this was a Forests
Department item and not a special item. It
was a grant given for the erection of wild-
flower notices. Whether signs were erected
by means of some other part In the vote, I
do not know. This amount has been voted
again this year so the funds are available
for the erection of wildflower notices.

I would be amazed if all of last year
passed without any money being spent on
such notices, but it could be that the
money was spent from some other part
of the departmental vote to erect just as
many signs. I have seen no lack of
these signs and, in fact, I would say there
has been an increase in their number.
However, I will check the Item for the
honourable member.

item No. 193: Road Traffic Authority,
*700 000-

Mr T. H. JONES: In regard to this
Item I point out to the Treasurer that
the cost of establishing the road traffic
authority that was mentioned when the
Bill was being debated will, in fact, be
considerably more than the amount of
$700 000 shown here. Can the Treasurer
indicate how the money will be spent?

Sir CHARLES COURT: This is an item
worked out in consultation between the
Minister for Traffic who Is responsible for
the legislation that was Introduced and
the Treasury, bearing in mind there has
to be a certain amount of approximation
made in the first year. and this figure was
arrived at only for provision of some
salaries, radio equipment and vehicle
equipment- By mutual agreement a sun
of $700 000 was set aside. As with all
these matters one cannot be precise and
I would be amazed If the approximation
Is spot-on.

The Treasury will allow some tolerance
one way or the other and whatever will
be established in various parts of the State
the Minister proposes to do in stages. I
agree with that round figure of $700 000.

Vote put and passed.

Fart 3: Mi1nister for Agriculture-
DM . D. EVANS (Warren) 111.33 p.m.J:

As far as the agriculture vote is concerned
I think any observer could be forgiven for
coming to the conclusion that the State

Government was not involved in any rural
problems in Western Australia. There 1s
no evidence whatsoever of any initiative or
leadership shown by the State Govern-
ment. This Is not only a vote deficient
in finance for several areas, but also there
is no indication of any moves that will
be taken to assist in any way to solve the
rural problems in Western Australia.

From the point of view of farmers, this
must be one of the most uninspiring docu-
ments on record. It is a disgrace to any
Government. I noticed there is a total
absence of any provision to bring relief
to any of the rural industries and In
particular to the beef and apple industries.
The Commonwealth Government was
placed In the position where it will have
to make a statement in regard to what
expenditure it will make to assist the
apple export industry in the forthcoming
season, but apparently there is no pro-
vision at all by the State Government
which Is singularly ominous as f ar as I
am concerned.

The beef industry does not get a men-
tion and, indeed, there is no provision of
any kind for finance to be made available
that I can see. The legislative proposition
put forward for the establishment of a
statutory committee on beef prices will be
the subject of debate at some future timo;
some time In the very near future, I hope.
Therefore comments will be more appro-
priately made at that time.

I return to the essential point with
regard to the Budget. Salaries have in-
creased considerably, costs likewise: but
with regard to services of an agricultural
nature being made available I am wonder-
Ing to what extent these have been cur-
tailed. It seems rather difficult to obtain
this information.

There is a very disturbing feature In
relation to rural economics and marketing.
The vote for this has been reduced and at
a time when this does serve an area des-
perately in need. However, there has been
no expansion in this field at this time,
which is vital. Yet here we see a dimuni-
tion In the vote allocated in that direc-
tion. I will have further comments to make
on that subject when we reach the relevant
item.

There is one further point that gives me
cause for concern. This Is in connection
with the requirement for eligibility under
the dairy assistance scheme. A dairy
farmer is required to provide the first
mortgage. No-one in this Chamber knows
better than I do what this will mean to
a dair farmer who will be looking for as-
sistance from this fund. What farmer will
be able to aff ord to provide the first
mortgage? There could be quite a number
who are unable to get their debtors to take
a lower order of precedence in the lineup.
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but this will not be acceptable In any form
to the Dairy Reconstruction Committee.
If the assistance is to be made by way of
granting loans, this Is going back to the
methods used in 1970. Surely the Govern-
ment should have learnt something from
the disaster that occurred on the south
coast. That was something that was re-
solved only by the change of Government
and the Implementation of a special loans
system.

Here we have a similar method being
followed with funds in this ease being
allocated by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment and being administered by the State
Government, which Government Introduces
a fundamental obstruction In requiring a
dairy farmer to provide a first mortgage
before any funds are allocated to him. I
am at a loss to understand why this con-
dition should be applied.

There are two other points I would like
to make reference to when we get to the
Particular item and I will content myself
with waiting until that stage is reached.

MR McPHLARLIN (Mt. Marshall-Min-
ister for Agriculture) [11.38 p.m.]: The
criticism levelled by the member for
Warren is unwarranted at this stage, be-
cause to say that there is no leadership
or Initiative in the State Government is
not accurate. The Government has shown
leadership in the portfolio on which he has
spoken. He referred to the requirement of
a first mortgage being met by a dairy
farmer seeking assistance under the dairy
assistance scheme. This was the subject of
discussion with the Director of Agriculture
only this morning and somne investigation
has been made into the problem. As yet
we have not ascertained what may be done
In that direction, but It is a matter that
has not been overlooked.

The honourable member referred to
economics in marketing and claimed that
the figure for that had not been increased.
If he is to refer to that Item later when
we reach the appropriate division, probably
It would be advisable if I left my com-
ments until that stage also.

Over the Past years there has been an
increase in the revenue of this department.
The revenue for 1973-74 was $3 116 420.
The estimated increase for this financial
year Is $3835680, making the total revenue
estimated for 1974-75, $3 500 000. This in-
crease in revenue Is made up from the fol-
lowing-

4.

With
been
actua

salary recoups from industry and
Commonwrealh Funds
Receipts and recoup. for Inspection
.nd Regtulatory Serme ...
sales of Produce, etc., rrom Research
stations ..
Payment by Commoinwltb rmr Kim.
beiley Research station .. .

832 000

1 443 ODD

723 000

500000D

an increase in revenue there has also
an Increase in expenditure. The

I expenditure for 1973-74 was

$7 244 547. This year it Is estimated the
expenditure will be $8 992 000, which will
show an increase of $1 747 453.

It is estimated that the administration
costs for 1974-75 will increase by $30 629.
This item covers the general administra-
tion expenses of the department In the
nature of telephones, postage, electricity
and water, travelling, transport, upkeep of
vehicles, cJhemicals and drugs, rents, etc.
for the head office administrative branch-
es, and library. The Increase in adminis-
tration costs is attributable to increases in
telephone and postage charges.

It is estimated that the pay-roll tax for
this year will be $488 000. This is a new
Item covering pay-roll tax payable on all
salaries and wages paid from the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund.

Costs have Increased right across the
board, because there have been increases in
the cost of printing and stationery in the
Government Printer's establishment. The
total increase In expenditure estimated for
1973-74 Is $27 622.

Further increase of expenditure is estim-
ated for district offices amounting to
$131 293. It Is also estimated that in this
financial year there will be an increase in
expenditure on the information service
amounting to $2 532. For 1974-75 It is
estimated there will be an increase in ex-
penditure of $3 295 and the Increased cost
of administering the animal division In this
financial year will be $75 228. Further, to
administer the biological services division it
is estimated that the Increase in the cost
of administration will be $14 431.

In the dairying division It is estimated
that the increase in expenditure for the
forthcoming financial year will be $71 635
and the Increase in expenditure required
to administer the horticultural division in
1974-75 will amount to $58 478. The plant
research division will require to have Its
expenditure increased during 1974-75 by
$4 198. The soils division, conversely, in
this financial year has budgeted f or an in-
crease In expenditure of $106 073. More
details could be given on this division at a
later stage.

The estimated increase in expenditure on
the wheat and sheep division of the de-
partment for 1974-75 will be $137 058. and
assistance to agriculture will require ex-
penditure, during 1974-75. to be Increased
by $1 220 739. The money allocated under
this item covers contributions and grants
to agricultural committees, bureaus and
societies, the pleuro-pneumonla fund, sub-
sidised veterinary services, investigations
into fresh fruit disinfestatlon, overseas
markets, technical training of cadets, and
a variety of miscellaneous services.

The increase in expenditure during 1974-
75 for assistance to agriculture includes the
assistance granted to the apple export In-
dustry of $1 214 000 and an amount of
$11 000 for environmental study for baux-
ite mining project small stream saliy.
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Other amounts allocated for expenditure
on agricultural assistance are as follow--

Fruit-fly Eradication .. ..I
Banana Industry Compensa-

tion .. .. .. ..
Cattle Industry Compensa-

tion ... .. ... ..
Pilbara Vermin Control ..I
Vermin Control on Crown

Land ... ..
Weed Control on Land ..

135 000

20 000

225 000
41 000

17 000
13 000

The estimated total expenditure for 1974-
75 is therefore $451 000. The actual ex-
penditure for the 1973-74 financial year
was $483 417, so it Is estimated that there
will be a decrease in expenditure of
$12 411.

So it can be seen that there has been
an increase In the money allocated for
assistance to agriculture despite the fact
that the member for Warren stated that
there had not been any increase in such
assistance. The total Increase In expendi-
ture for this purpose Is, as I have pointed
out. $1 229 739. If the honourable mem-
ber wishes I can Itemise the details for
him.

Mr H. D. Evans: I congratulate the
administration and not the Government.

Vote: Agriculture. $14 950 000-
Item No. 7: Rural Economies and

Marketing, $13 000-
Mr H. D. EVANS: The vote for rural

economics and marketing has been re-
duced by $3 000 this year. The amount
allocated last year was $16 000. but only
$9 705 was spent. In the main marketing
Is the crux of the agricultural problems.

Mr O'Neil: Why did not your Govern-
ment spend the full vote, instead of $9 705.
last year?

Mr H. D). EVANS: The amount involved
was sufficient for the very considerable de-
gree of research undertaken and inteinl-
gence gathered in the Past three years.

Mr O'Neil: You had a vote of $16 000
but spent only $9 '705.

Mr H. D. EVANS: I am coming around
to the essential point. A number of pro-
jIects were undertaken, and these specific-
ally Included visits by senior officers to key
parts of the world to determine marketing
opportunities. In order to sift through
the amount of Information coming through
Canberra which is not freely available to
the States, this intelligence system was
developed.

Irrespective of the size of the library and
the intelligence gathered, unless we are In
a position to organise an industry and
direct the approach that must be made,
the development of a market cannot be
assured.

Let us take, as an example the countries
around the Arabian Gulf, or for that mat-
ter anywhere else in the world. It is pos-
sible to ascertain with detailed precision

the potential of those markets. However,
when It comes to supplying the commodity
it is left to the private firms. According to
the prospects of making a profit it is left
to private industry to decide whether or not
to develop a market. whether to develop a
market on a short-termi basis on the Phil-
osophy of a quick return for the minimum
effort, whether to persevere with the de-
velopment of a market, and whether to
embark on an education Programme for
the people concerned.

All this is outside the control of the
CGovernment. Although the Government
has the basic information it loses con-
trol of the situation when it comes to a
concerted effort to develop a market. This
is where we are falling short; in the
need for some industry organisation to
make an approach. There is no indica-
tion of such an approach being made.
Unless we get this approach for the
marketing of our rural products we will
not find the markets.

Mr MePHAULI: Last Year $16 000 was
allocated to this item, but only $9 '705 was
spent. Tils Year the amount allocated
Is $13 000 or an Increase of $3 295 over
the actual expenditure last year. I did
not hear the member for Warren give a
reason for the whole vote not being spent
by his Government.

The rural economics and marketing
branch Is responsible for the work on the
economics of production and marketing,
rural reconstruction, and assistance to ed-
ucation on farm management. The In-
crease in the amount over the actual ex-
penditure last year will allow for the In-
creases in miscellaneous Items which will
be Incurred this year; items such as travel-
ling expenses.

The development of overseas export
markets is vital to the rural industries.
Several officers have been sent overseas
for this purpose. Recently an officer of
the Department of Agriculture In com-
pany with an officer of the csnto were
sent overseas. The Government also paid
the expenses for sending the Secretary of
the Meat Industry Employees' Union to
accompany an officer of the department to
the Middle East countries to look Into
markets and conditions relating to the
marketing of meat. Those officers have
returned to the State and have presented
three excellent reports. At Present an-
other officer is In those Countries looking
into the potential of the meat market.
Added to that, private enterprise has been,
and is. working on the establishment of
markets.

Recently Wesfarmers announced that a
substantial contract had been sirned for
the export of meat to the Middle East
countries. So. private enterprise has been
working very hard to maintain the mark-
ets. The Government Is conscious of the
need to continue investigations into the
development of markets, and to retain
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trade commissioners wherever they have
been appointed. I agree all this requires
a continual watch to maintain existing
markets and to find new ones.

Wherever possible the Government will
ensure that Potential markets for the ex-
port of produce from Western Australia
are investigated fully.

Item No. IS: Assistance to Agriculture,
$1 295 000L-

Mr Tr. H. JONES: Much concern has
been expressed in the fruit industry re-
garding the apple subsidy for this year.
It will be announced in The West Austra-
lian by Senator Wriedt tomorrow that an
amount of $609 563 will be made available
by the Federal Government to the West-
ern Australian frultgrowers. Is this to be
the total subsidy, or will the amount be
matched by the State Government? There
Is no mention of this In the Estimates.

Mr McPHARLIN: To my knowledge of-
ficial advice of this allocation by the Fed-
eral Government has not yet been re-
ceived. Members will recall that I have
made reference to the fact that assistance
to agriculture will be increased during the
year by $1 229 739, and this Is due mainly
to assistance to the apple export industry
last year of $1214 000.

Mr T. H. Jones: We are very concerned
with the amount for this Year.

Mr McPHARLIN: If we follow the same
procedure then the amount from the Fed-
eral Government may be matched. At the
moment I cannot give the honourable
member an answer. We will examine the
position when the Commonwealth alloca-
tion is received.

Item No. 16: Fruit Fly Eradication,
$135 000-

Mr MOILER: I would like the Minister
to clarify one matter relating to fruit-fly
baiting. A very paltry Increase of $3 000
has been allocated this year for fruit-fly
eradication. When the present Government
was In Opposition it indicated this was an
area which should be taken over by the
Department of Agriculture. The Minister
for Agriculture has acknowledged this is an
area of great concern to agriculture, It Is
not adequate to increase the vote by only
$3 000.

It is all very well to give fruit-fly con-
trol committees the authority to increase
baiting charges, but the revenue derived
from this source will not cover the costs
which in the past have been met by other
Governments in asisting these commit-
tees. It reflects rather badly on the
present Government that it can increase
the vote by only $3 000.

Mr MePHARLIN: The actual amount
spent last year was $132 000. and the
amount allocated this year is $135 000, or
an Increase of $3 000. It is expected that
the allocation this year will meet the costs
of fruit-fly eradication, In accordance with

the trend in the expenditure on this Item.
If members find that fruit-fly control
committees are running into difficulties
they should come forward with submis-
sions or as deputations. Sympathetic con-
consideration will be given to their repre-
sentations.

Vote put and passed.
Vote: CJo-ordinator of Agricultural In-

dustries, $113 000-
Item No. 1: Salaries and Allowances

generally, $85 000-
Mr H. D. EVANS: The office of

Co-ordinator of Agricultural Indus-
tries has been allocated $113 000.
Largely, this vote comprises salaries and
allowances generally. The number of
officers involved in the establishment is
not great.

In the last five or six years the role of
the office of Co-ordinator of Agricutural
Industries has proved to be valuable in
regard to wheat quotas, and the admninis-
tration and assessment of various prob-
lems that have arisen pertaining to these
quotas.

The Co-ordinator of Agricultural In-
dustries has carried out his duties in a
commendable manner, and he is deserv-
ing of full credit for fulfilling his very
onerous and unenviable task during the
period when wheat quotas were in vogue.

To all intents and purposes wheat
quotas in the present season will not be
required; and there will only be a hold-
ing operation in respect of the storage of
grain, more than anything else. I am
curious to learn of the future intention
of this office.

Initially, the Co-ordinator of Agricul-
tural Industries was placed in a creative
office for the purpose of directing agri-
cultural projects and pursuits. It could
hardly be said that the opportunity to
develop in the agricultural sphere is ap-
propriate. It seems to me it would be
far more fitting for the Department of
Agriculture, itself, to be involved with the
initial concept of this particular role.

All that is required with regard to wheat
quotas is an effective filing and storage
set-up. I am at a loss to see how the
total amount in the vote can be fully
justified and I would like to learn from
the Minister the future intention with
regard to this position.

Mr McPHARLIq: As the member for
Warren has said, the office of Co-ordina-
tor of Agricultural Industries has done
quite a deal of valuable work, particu-
larly in the administration of the wheat
quota system. It has done a tremen-
dous amount of work in that field.

With the suspension of wheat quotas
the office will not have so much work to
do. The establishment of the office was
for the promotion, co-ordination. and
expansion of agricultural industries. The
future of the office has yet to be decided,
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and It will continue in its present form
until such time as it is considered there
Is no need for the office. I am afraid at
this time I could not give a definite
answer.

Vote put and passed.
Prn 4: Minister for Works, Water

Supplies and Housing-

MR JAMIlESON (Welshpool-fleputy
Leader of the Opposition) tl2.D2 anm]: I
have one small query of' the Minister for
Works. I see that somehow or other he has
accumulated authority aver the State Civil
Emergency Services, which was not my lot
when r was Minister. I query whether the
service should be associated with the Minis-
ter for Works To me It seems to be a
supernumerary department which should
be included with those controlled by the
Chief Secretary, who looks after prisons
and miscellaneous authorities. Alterna-
tively, Perhaps the service should have been
included under the Police Department
which would work In conjunction with the
Civil Emergency Service, That would
seem more appropriate rather than have
another Minister tied up.

I1 am wondering whether there is any
good reason for the Government of the day
to Include the service under the control of
the Minister for Works. As I said. I thought
it was one of those supernumerary depart-
ments usually attached to the Premier's
Department.

MR GREWAR (Roe) [12.03 a.m.]: At
the risk of boring the House with repeti-
tion I wish to bring to the notice ot' the
Minister a problem confronting my con-
stituents with regard to rural housing.
Many farming people are suffering an in-
justice. They have gone out and pioneered
virgin farmlands and in most eases have
left the comforts of civilised living behind
them to take up the challenge of develop-
ing farmland from the virgin bush.

These people are Prepared to work
hard, and suffer hardships similar to
those faced by our early pioneers. Unfortu-
nately development demands have caught
up with these people and their financial
reserves are too small to enable them
to afford suitable housing. Hundreds
of these people live in the Roe elec-
torate, and many of them are living in
substandard accommodation such as hutssheds, and caravans. Some have been
living under these conditions for 12 years
or longer. Many living quarters are un-
lined, and the bathroom and toilet facili-
ties are primitive.

The Pioneers are not living under such
conditions from choice because in most
cases they do not have a choice. They are
unable to obtain financia assistance with
which to build a home. This is a most de-
moralisinig way to live in the 20th century;
especially for the women. It Is not fair
that a section of the community, which

Is doing so much to develop this country,
should have to live under the conditions
I have outlined. If the same conditions
existed in Perth, or in a larger town there
would be a public outcry. The new land
settlers have no choice because they simply
cannot raise funds for the purpose of build-
Ing homes.

In most cases the properties are heavily
mortgaged;, this is necessary to permit
the farmers to carry out developmental
works. flanks and financial institutions
rank housing finance as an extremely low
priority. The State Housing Commission,
because of the provisions of its administra-
tive Act, requires a first mortgage, which
in most cases, is not available.

I can well understand that financial in-
stitutions require some security but surely
that security could be in the actual build-
ing once it was erected. If the buildings
were of a transportable type they could be
removed if necessary. That type of home
would be a castle compared with the ac-
commodation now available.

There is a solution to the problem
which exists, and it requires only a genuine
desire on the part of the Government
to do something about It. I recommend that
the Government set up a rural housing
authority to administer and finance the
provision of housing on farming proper-
ties. The Goverrnent has already success-
fully launched this type of organisationi
in the Government Employees' Hawsing
Authority, and the Industrial and Camn-
mercial Employees' Housing Authority.

I realise there would be some difficulties
associated with the formatiton of a rural
housing authority, but none of those prob-
lems should prove to be insurmountable.
Purchasing arrangements could be made
available to settlers similar to those avail-
able through the State Housing Commis-
Mion for homes in towns. A problem may
arise because tenancy could not be trans-
ferred, as is the case with a town house
supplied by the State Housing Com-
mission. The answer to this problem would
be to provide a transportable type of house
which could be removed from the Prop-
erty if necessary. A deposit would be re-
quired to ensure that in the case of de-
fault the authority would not have to
pay the cost of removing the house. No
doubt there would be many technical
problems associated with a rural housing
authority but it Is not my Intention to go
into the matter further at this stage.

Suffice for me to urge the Goverrnent
to look at housing priorities and give some
consideration to a section of the commun-
ity that is in real need.

MR T. HL JONES (Collie) [12.08 a.m.]:
I would like to refer to two policy matters
which concern the Minister for Works.
One matter I have already referred to him
by correspondence, but the other matter I
have not yet raised.
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Firstly. I ask the Minister if It Is the
intention of the Government to intro-
duce an upgrading programme for State
Housing Commission houses. We are all
aware that many houses owned by the
commission have been constructed for
many years and they are not up to the
standard of those buildings being construc-
ted today. For Instance. I refer to hot
water systems. I am aware that the com-
mission is gradually trying to correct the
position with regard to hot water systems,
but I refer particularly to the homes in
the area which I have been representing
for some years. I am aware that general
maintenance Is carried out but in some
of the very old homes in my electorate,
occupied by widows, the front door opens
straight into the lounge, and one walks
directly Into a bedroom. That is a most
unsatisfactory situation, especially when
entertaining friends.

There is an urgent need for the com-
mission to consider upgrading many of
the older houses In Western Australia. I
know that maintenance facilities are
limited and I would like the Minister to
indicate whether the Government has given
any thought to this need because it Is
urgent.

The second Point I wish to raise is with
regard to the supply of gravel for drive-
ways In State Housing Commission homes.
In my electorate many houses are situated
in an area which becomes boggy when it
rains. The State Housing Commission has
made it the responsibility of the tenant to
provide gravel for his driveway. I do not
think this is good enough, especially as
it affects those tenants who occupy houses
in low-lying areas which are subject to
boggy conditions during the wintertime.
In most cases when an application is Made
for some filling the tenants are told it is
their own responsibility. I believe it should
be the responsibility of the State Hous-
ang Commission, and I would like the
Minister to comment on my remarks.

MR O'NEIL (East Melville-Minister for
Works) [12.11 am.]: Four specific ques-
tions have been raised on this part by the
three members who have spoken.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
asked why the State Civil Emergency
Service now comes under the Jurisdiction
of the Minister for Works. In the past it
has been administered from the Premier's
Department and the recently retired
Under-Secretary of the Premier's Depart-
ment (Mr Lonnie) was responsible for pro-
ducing in Western Australia what I believe
to be a civil emergency service equal to
any which exists in Australia.

Quite recently there was a convention of
people associated with civil emergency
services In each of the States, and the
representatives from the other States were
most Impressed with the facilities and the

organisation which exists in this State.
That is by the way, and is a pat on the
back for those responsible.

The Commonwealth Government has
shown a definite interest in providing full
financial assistance, both in respect of
equipment and operating costs, for a
nationwide civil emergency service. I
recently attended a conference in Can-
berra where this matter was discussed and
I did expect that by now we would have
been advised what Commonwealth funds
would be made available. We were told
that the matter would be decided by Sep-
tember of this year but up to date nothing
has happened.

In looking at the whole area of civil
emergency, It was felt that in Western
Australia, because of the very nature of
our State, the department which seemed
to have the greatest access to equipment,
men, material and expertise should be the
one to be involved in this matter, remem-
bering that the Civil Emergency Service
relies essentially upon the operations of
volunteers and services centred around
local authority organisations throughout
the country.

Incidentally, the medical services, the
police services, and the fire fighting
services are part of the adjunct to the
Civil Emergency Service. The service
simply provides the support facility to
enable those organisations to tackle any
emergency which exists. Because of the
size of Western Australia, and its wide-
spread communities in the north and the
south where the local authorities are not
likely to be very large and not likely to
have access to a great amount of equip-
ment or technical expertise, it was felt
that the Public Works Department would
have that expertise available to it.

The types of emergency which we are
likely to be confronted with, particularly,
are cyclones and floods and the exercises
to be undertaken to mitigate them would
be of a general engineering nature, apart
from ordinary support facilities in the way
of medical and other services. That is
basically the reason for the inclusion of
the service under the Public Works
Department.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
indicated he felt it should come under the
control of the Chief Secretary, or the
Police Department. In Queensland the
service does come tinder the Minister for
Police and the Director of Civil Emergency
in that State is the Commissioner of
Police. The organisation Is operated In
the various towns of that State by the
senior police constable In the district.
Queensland is the only State where the
police are responsible for handling civil
emergencies. No other Ministers who are
responsible for handling civil emergencies
go along with the idea of the service being
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under the control of the Police Force the Commonwealth and State Housing
which is, in fact. a pars-military type of
operation.

It remains to be seen whether the Public
Works Department is the right department
to have the responsiblity to administer
civil defence. Perhaps I Should say I
hope we will never see whether the Civil
Emergency Service operates best under the
Public Works Department, the Premier's
Department, or any other department. We
all hope this service will never need to be
called into operation.

The member for Roe mentioned rural
housing. I listened to his remarks with a
great deal of interest. Along with him I
believe there must be a solution to this
problem that has been with us for so long.
As he said, Governments of this State
instituted the Government Employees'
Housing Authority. This got Off to a
relatively small start, but by now the
accommodation of Government employees
in country areas is fairly well under con-
trol. There are still difficulties, and the
Treasurer mentioned a further allocation
of funds to GEHRA in order to overcome
some of the problems occasioned by the
appointment of deputy principals to some
of our larger schools throughout the
country. At least this Organisation
appears to be working reasonably effect-
ively. It started off, as all do. with limited
funds, but after a certain period of time,
it was able to generate its own internal
resources and it will add to loan funds. It
will go on from strength to strength.

The previous Government introduced a
Bill to set up the Industrial and Come-
mercial Employees' Housing Authority.
Whilst in opposition we gave that mea-
sure our wholehearted support, and the
authority is now in existence. A problem
has arisen because although the authority
has its own fund-raising capacity, the
funds it could raise on the open market
are such that the rents of the properties
to be built in the country would be from
$35 to $40 per week. With rents of this
magnitude, it seemed as though the au-
thority would founder very early in its life.
However, I am Pleased to say that the ap-
proach to the Treasury was successful and
an amount of $400 000 at a General Loan
Fund rate has been made available to that
authority and it will commence its opera-
Maons shortly,

I do not want members to imagine this
will be the be-all and end-all of pro-
viding housing for decentralised industries.
Its first task in my view is to provide
housing In relatively small country towns
for key personnel associated with, say,
garages, farm implement suppliers, or
the like. Because of the lack of accom-
modation tied to a particular industry, it
has been difficult to attract people from
the city to work in the country. Of
course, under the eligibility provision in

Agreement, the ordinary commission dwell-
ings are not available to such employees. In
time this Organisation may be able to do
a lot More than it can at present, and I
think it will be able to support decen-
tralised industry to a very large degree.

The honourable member suggested that
a similar sort of authority could be set up
to assist In providing housing on farms. I
looked at this matter many years ago as
Minister for Housing in the Brand Gov-
ernment. I discussed the matter with the
then Minister for Agriculture. We found
basically we still had the problem of money,
and security for that money. The hon-
ourable member suggested a possible solu-
tion by Placing transportable dwellings on
site after a farmer had Prepared an area.
The dwelling could then be removed to
another Point if it were no longer neces-
sary or the farmer defaulted in his pay-
ments.

The fact remains that security in such
an object is not adequate for any financial
institution to grant a loan at a reasonable
interest rate. The basic security for a
housing loan is not on the house: it is on
the land that the house stands on. Orne
cannot buy a caravan-which is, in fact,
a transportable house-on a 25 or 30-year
mortgage, at a low interest rate. If we
wish to pay off a caravan, we must obtain
a loan on similar conditions as apply to
the purchase of a motorcar. We would be
extremely lucky to get a -loan for longer
than a five-year period. A real problem
is to find the basic security on which
money may be advanced, whether or not
it is advanced from a benevolent Govern-
ment. Under our system, security is in
the land, and not in the building on the
land.

I do not want to dishearten the member.
I know he has shown a great deal of
Interest in this matter. I have asked the
Government housing study group to ex-
amine Particularly ways and means of
resolving the problem. I believe it can be
resolved, but we will always have the
Problem of security for money advanced.
Governments cannot lend public moneys
without adequate security, and neither
will banks or anyone else. Even If a farmer
were toexcise a Piece of land and we
could obtain clear title to that Piece of
property in order to obtain a loan to
build a house on it, the house would be of
no value to anyone but the person who
owns the farm, especially if it is 10 to 12
miles from a town. Therefore, we would
again run into difficulties to obtain fin-
ance to build houses. If the whole farm
were free and unencumbered no problem
would exist. However, one of the problems
with rural industry, and indeed rural
businesses, is that very few properties are
free and unencumbered. There is always
some lien on the property to inhibit the
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lending of money. The Government refer-
red the whole problem to the housing
study group, and It has been able to come
up with the answers to many problems; I
hope it will find some acceptable solution
to this one also. As I said, I am sure the
member for Roe will be the first to be
happy about this.

The member f or Collie raised two mat-
ters; and the first one related to the up-
grading of commission dwellings. Prior to
the election the Government indicated it
would undertake a programme to update
existing commission dwellings and to try
to design better dwellings. An amount of
money-the precise amount of which
escapes me at the moment because it is
not covered In this particular vote; indeed,
the Housing Commission receives only $10
from the revenue fund so the member for
Collie can ask me questions about It-is
provided to undertake a programme to
update commission dwellings. A limited
upgrading has taken place In respect of
hot water services, and for some time now
money has been set aside each year to
provide hot water services in commission
dwellings, This has been limited by the
amount of money available as well as the
availability of equipment. The programme
will take some time, but the honourable
member can be assured there Is a firm and
positive plan to allow for the general up-
grading of commission dwellings, and
particularly In respect of bathroom, toilet,
laundry, and kitchen facility areas.

I am pleased to say that some new com-
mIssion designs have been prepared and
these are quite different from Past de-
signs. Of course, cost Is always a
major factor because the more amenities
we put into a home, and the larger It is,
the fewer homes can be built. The major
franchise of the commission is to provide
accommodation for people of low and
moderate means. Taking this Into account.
the first homes built by the commission in
1945 were regarded as first class at that
time. With the effluxion of time they are
no longer first class. Many things once
regarded as luxuries are now regarded as
absolute necessities and the commission
must move with the times. I trust our
programme will be effective.

The provision of hard standing on com-
mission sites is a problem. The member for
Collie indicated that because of the nature
of the ground in Collie, the land becomes
boggy and it is very difficult to park cars
on it. For some years the commission be-
lieved it was the responsibility of the occu-
pier to provide money for crossovers-that
is the hard standing between the road and
the fence line. There has now been a
change in policy. The commission now
provides crossovers, and the local auth-
ority pays half. In some cases the commis-
sion provides hard standing on the build-
Ig site, but it Is not a general rule.
Certainly I shall look at the matters
raised by the honourable member.

I feel this may be one of the areas of
upgrading which could be looked at. It Is
very rarely these days that anyone Is with-
out a motorcar, Including people on low
and moderate Incomes who seek assistance
from the commission. A motorcar has now
become a necessity rather than a luxury,
especially In country areas. As we are in-
tending to upgrade, I will look closely to
see whether something can be done in this
particular area.

Vote, Public Works and Buildings,
$18455009-

Item No. 6: Maintenance Works, as may
'be required, including Maintenance of
Dredges and Barges, Mooring Buoys, Jet-
ties, Dock Embankments and Harbour and
River Works, $1 428 000-

Mr SHALDERS: I am afraid I will be
parochial in my remarks, but I feel at this
late stage it Is Important for me to refer
to the beach erosion problem at Mandurah.
I hope that within the estimate for this
Item there may be provision for additional
work to be undertaken to try to solve this
Problem. I thank the Minister for his in-
terest to date, as It appears the full brunt
of the problem has fallen upon his should-
ers. Today I asked a question of the Min-
ister for Conservation and Environment,
and this is the answer I received-

My department is not directly in-
volved in the control of erosion in
this area. The problem is being dealt
with by my colleague, the Minister for
Works.

The Minister for Works has visited the
area and he has spoken with shire council-
lora, as have other Ministers of the Gov-
ermnent. A special committee has been set
up, although I am not aware of any deci-
sions reached by It. I am aware that the
Sylvester report, as It had been called, Is
now finalised and I trust that the time
for action Is close at hand.

I believe the problem stems from the
original decision made many years ago to
try to keep the estuary open to assist the
fishermen of Mandurab. The first erosion
occurred in the Stewart Street area and
eleventh-hour action was taken to save the
homes in that area. However, I believe the
action that was taken then has caused the
erosion presently occurring at Ormsby
Terrace.

The time has come when some action
must be taken. I am aware there is a
certain responsibility on the Mandurah
Shire Council in relation to this matter
and I hope it also realises. it has this
responsibility. However, I ask the Minister
for Works If be will take the initiative in
the matter and try to effect a better liaison
between his department and the members
of the Mandurah Shire Council to see
whether some arrangement can be reached
whereby the council will Join with the
shire and take the Proper action.
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It will not be too many months before it could not be absolutely certain that
the houses along this area reach the same
stage as those in the Stewart Street area,
which were nearly tailing Into the water.
The People are naturally concerned, as we
would be if they were our houses that were
about to fall into the ocean. The people
have invested their money and are now
looking to the Government for assistance.

I believe the Government is willing to
co-operate; it has shown that by Its al-
location of funds. I hope the Minister will
take action to ensure that the money Is
spent quickly so that these people can be
afforded some relief both of property and
of mind.

Mr O'NEIh: The honourable member
managed to use item No. 6 to discuss an-
other problem. Item No. 6, of course, relates
to the maintenance of dredges and barges,
mooring buoys, jetties, dock embankments
and harbour and river works which are
controlled by the Harbour and Light De-
partment. However, as the honourable
member has raised the issue, I will en-
deavour to answer him.

It is true there Is an amount set aside
In the General Loan Fund available to the
Public Works Department to undertake
beach work. I think It has been explained
that this relates to a very large degree to
some experimental work that may be
undertaken as a result of the Sylvester
report on beach erosion in the Mandurah
area, associated with Ormsby Terrace.

I believe the Government has done more
than it Is required to do in this matter.
The standard agreement In respect of
beach repairs as a result of erosion is on
the basis of a dollar for dollar contribu-
tion by the local authority and the Gov-
ernment. This has been the standard prac-
tice for some time and I believe the
reason for it is quite valid.

If a local authority which, In fact, Is
an elected arm of government did not
have to meet any cost with regard to
beach erosion, occasioned in many in-
stances by Its own activities, it would cer-
tainly in my view tend to become irres-
ponsible. If the Government were to pick
up the tab on every act of God which
eroded beaches, those acts of God quite
frequently being assisted by subdivisions
and developments premitted by the local
authority, the Government would find it-
self forever picking up the tab.

I believe there is a need for the local
government authorities, as well as the
State Government, to contribute in these
matters. Some $8 million or $9 million
was spent to repair the storm damage
done at Surfers Paradise; the contribution
of the Queensland Government to that
Particular exercise was one-fifth of the
total.

I approached the local authority, which
declined to enter Into an agreement on
the dollar for dollar basis, because it Maid

what the Public Works Department would
do would be 100 per cent effective. Of
course, nobody could be sure of that. The
Proposition which was put up to the
authority was to replenish the beach by
dumping sand on the beach. The autho-
rity said this exercise had been carried
out once before and had been found to
be ineffective. That may be so. However,
I Pointed out that It might well be that
the continual feeding of the hungry mon-
ster by the dumping of sand might In fact
be the permanent solution to the problem.

This solution has been adopted in other
parts of the world. Instead of sand being
taken physically from some inland bill and
dumped into the sea, a permanent sand
bypass pump system is constructed where-
by sand is pumped from where It accu-
mulates, through Pipes to the area where it
was lost and in this manner, the sand is
continually being replaced. That Is the
permanent solution to this problem that
has been found in many places. It is a far
more effective and cheaper solution than
all the other, sometimes exotic, solutions
such as building massive groynes and the
like.

Mr Taylor: Would It be cheaper to Pur-
chase Properties and allow the coastline
to reach its equilibrium?

Mr O'NEIL: If the honourable member
were interjecting from his seat and asked
me whether the coastline would reach its
equilibrium, I would reply. Of course, he
would be aware of the beach sand mining
operation at Eneabba, which is 20 miles
from the sea.

Mr Taylor: Yes, and a long time ago
Rottnest was part of the mainland.

Mr O'NFIIL: If Mandurah were in a
similar situation, we would not be worried
about beach erosion but rather about the
distance People would have to travel to
get to the beach. I suppose the continent
is being eroded permanently.

In the course of Its policy speech, the
Government did say that it would re-
search the capacity and availability of
expertise within the Government to see
whether or not there Is an answer to the
problem. If we could not find the experts
here, we would go overseas and get them.
However, we found them here.

Mr Jamieson: You even sent a man
overseas to hear a man from the Univer-
sity of Western Australia deliver a paper.

Mr O'NEIL: That is right. Dr Sylvester,
who has been commissioned to do the
latest report on Mandurab, was in fact
delivering a paper to an international
conference on the very matter which Is
troubling us.

Mr Jamieson: He is a world expert.
Mr O'NflL: That Is right: he Is a

world expert and his report is expected
shortly. Whether or not the Government
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has the financial capacity In co-operation
with the local authority to carry out the
exercise is another matter. The problem,
of course, is one that has been with us
for a long time. No-one can say what the
sea will do from time to time.

However, I think most local authorities
which have the responsibility for coastal
areas will realise that some of the diffi-
culties have been created by their per-
mitting subdivisions on a very Unstable
coastline. No-one is blaming them for It;
probably nobody knew that was the prob-
lem. The moment we flatten a sand dune
and build a road on it, we create all sorts
of problems. One only has to drive along
West Coast Highway through the City
Reach area to see the amount of sand that
covers that road from time to time.

Mr Nanovich: That is the fault of the
Town Planning Board.

Mr OTEIL: The honourable member is
very sensitive about any criticism of local
government: he is blaming the town plan-
ners. I think we have learned enough to
realise that we must be particularly careful
in allowing any sort of development on
these friable sand dunes.

In fact., the Government has set up an
interdepartmental advisory committee and
we have been able to tap the resources of
the Environmental Protection Authority
and all those other organisations which
have been conducting independent studies
on this matter. This committee will recom-
mend to the Government in the first place
whether or not a beach engineering organ-
isation can be set up under the Public
Works Department to apply Itself to this
task. These and many other matters are
being studied. If the Mandurah Shire
Council would In fact accept the Govern-
ment's offer, which has been increased
from the dollar for dollar basis to $2 to
$1, at least we would be able to provide
some Protective measures. However, no-
body on this earth can predict for anyone
who lives near the sea what the sea will
do In the future; we do not know what
problems lie ahead of us.

Vote Put and passed.

Vote: Harbour and Light and Jetties,
'$2 564 990-put and passed.

Vote: State Homsing Commission.
$10.

Item No. 1: Salaries and Allowances
generally, $4 840 000-

Mr T. J. BURKE: I feel the Parlia-
mentary Liaison Officer is underpaid and
the establishment understaffed. I would
like the Minister to give consideration to
Increasing the salary of the liaison officer
In view of the large amount of work be
does and also to increasing the number
of staff available to him.

Mr O'NEIL: The honourable member
should know that Ministers do not deter-
mine the salaries of officers of the Public
Service; that is a matter for the Public
Service Board.

Mr T. J. BURKE: I would like the Min-
ister to use his good offices in an approach
to the Public Service Board because the
Minister would be aware of the large
amount of work for which the Parliamen-
tary Liaison Officer is responsible.

Mr TAYLOR: I understand the State
Housing Commission is purchasing Indi-
vidual properties in suburbs outside normal
commission areas. I commend the move;
it is well warranted and not before time.
It seems to be the right approach. I have
also heard that the commission would like
to spread its activities into new subdivi-
sional areas, but may be experiencing
trouble with some large developers who
feel that the inJection of commission
housing into their areas, whether by pur-
chase or exchange of land, is not neces-
sadly in the interests of that subdivision,
and may lower land values. I would like
a comment from the Minister as to
whether he is experiencing this sort of
problem and, if so, how he believes it will
be resolved.

My understanding of this situation in
the Past would be the same as members
on the other side who have Housing Com-
mission areas in their electorates; no-one
would want to see again the type of suburb
we have seen in the past, where a whole
area has been devoted solely to commnis-
sion housing.

I refer now to the Shire of Swinana
and, Particularly, to the townslte area,
which is comprised almost exclusively of
property owned by the State Housing
Commission. It is the sole Proprietor and
because of this Problems have arisen-at
least in the eyes of the local authority-
in having certain recreational and com-
munity activities established. The local
authority believes the commission is too
strict In its approach to the sale of land
for community Purposes and also in terms
of the development of the land.

It has been suggested to me that, while
the land is very cheap, it requires promo-
tion to attract People to the area; the local
authority believes that if the land were to
be Placed under its control or the control
of a developer, promotional activity could
be undertaken which may persuade People
to move into the general area. it is sug-
gested that the State Housing Commission,
by its very nature, cannot advertise in the
same way as other developers and there-
fore although the land is there, ready, and
serviced, It is not being availed of by local
residents.

In support Of this, I would comment
that a survey conducted in the Kwinana
Industrial area has shown that only 37 per
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cent of the People working in the in-
dustrial area actually lived in the KwIian*
townslte. It would seem that without a
great deal of investment In terms of ser-
vices, the State Housing Commission, by
arrangement with the council or a devel-
oper, could allow some other force In the
market system to attempt to speed develop-
ment and bring housing Into the area.

The other of the two points I wish to
raise relates to the purchase of Housing
Commission land for community purposes.
I realise the commission had originally to
buy the land and to pay service costs, and
must recoup a substantial amount which
it has Paid towards headworks, water,
sewerage, and that sort of thing. But
nonetheless, it appears the commission is
asking an exorbitant amount for land to
be used for recreational purposes. The
Police Boys' Club in the area planned to
build a very large property, but after nego-
tiations with the commission during the
period of the Government of which I
was a member-in fact, the time ran out
before other methods could be used to
Persuade the commission-the commission
would not agree to land being sold or
made available at a low price to the Po-
lice Boys' Club and the club was not able
to construct Its centre there.

A squash centre and at least one
church have not been able to be estab-
lished because of this situation. JKwinana
is the only area where everything hinges
on the State Housing Commission in terms
of land use within the townsite. I ask the
Minister whether he believes there Is any
room for discussion in this regard and
whether if the shire were to approach
him direct the situation could be re-eval-
uated for the purpose of making land
available for Public use and utilities.

Mr O'NEIL: I will try to be very brief.
The Government is anxious that we do
not have massive Housing Commission es-
tates. As in the past we will in the future
endeavour to combine the commission
dwellings with those of the private sector
as has been done successfully in Orella
and Parmelia, two suburbs of Kwlnana. In
those areas the proportion is about three
to one. This Indicates that the exercise
of bringing the private sector into com-
mission development was very successful.
I do not know that there has been any
problem in operating the other way be-
cause the commission Is buying serviced
blocks from private developers In order to
erect Housing Commission homes In what
had previously been a totally private de-
velopment. There is the general tendency
to get away from the commission estates
and provide a balance of house types, wage
structures, and so on which will, In fact,
Produce a much happier community gen-
erally.

Mr Jamileson: It breaks down the dis-
proportion of the Polling booth results of
73 per cent Labor and 27 per cent Liberal
or something like that.

Mr OWNEI: I do not think we did too
well at Swinana with two-thirds In pri-
vate houses: but that Is by the way.

So the Policy will continue. I am not
aware of any problem the commission
experiences in buying in private devel-
opments. As a matter of fact at the
moment many private developers are
anxious to have the commission acquire
some of their land, and we have been
doing this purely on the basis of an eco-
nomic deal, of course.

The aspect of the commission having
all the land in lcwinana has been raised
with the shire. I do not want to be criti-
calI, but the suggestion that getting
someone else In as part of the overall
development will Improve the rapidity of
the development of the town is Just not
a fact. If we consider lcwinana in the
day when it was first called Medina, we
would remember that this was built as a
separate facility for what was the oil re-
finery complex. When we became the
Government In 1959 Swlnana was almost
full of pensioners because development
had ceased and consequently other people
had no need to live there.

Development then proceeded apace with
the opening of the Swinana industrial
area and there was a great demand for
land to the point where Calista, was estab-
lished, the second of the suburbs, then
Orelia, and now Parmelia. But things
have now come to somewhat of a stale-
mate again. The point is that if no-one
wants to buy, one caninot sell. I am told
that quite a number of houses which were
built and sold privately are now for sale
in the area because there is no activity
there at the moment.

Mr Taylor: The point the shire makes
and which was emphasised at the recent
opening by the Premier of an estate in
Rockingham is that a developer, by pro-
motion, persuades people to live in an
area. Rockingham Is in the same posi-
tion as Kwinana. Here is a desirable
area in which to live, but the commis-
sion does not hard sell.

Mr O'NEICL: It now has more clients
that it can deal with so it would be fool-
ish to hard sell in an area In which there
Is, not a great deal of activity at the
moment. It must be remembered that
if the commission Is a major occupier of
Swinana land, it pays all the rates to
the local authority, and no-one else does.

Mr Taylor: That is not the argument.
Mr O'NEIL: I am not critical of the

local authority for wanting to get ahead
with the development of its town, but I
think its solution to the problem is not
the right one.

Regarding the availability of sites for
community purposes, It must be remem-
bered that the commission must develop
the site after it has acquired the land.
If it is sold below a reasonable cost then
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the people who pay for that land are the
poor commission tenants by way of pur-
chase price or rent.

Mr Taylor: Is that not preferable-
Mr O'NEIh: The honourable member

has had his say. Let me finish and then
he can interject. The situation is basic-
ally that land for community purposes is
sold at a community value, which is. in
fact, already below the market value.

With regard to land for churches, I
understand that the first piece of land
is given free.

We changed the policy of the previous
Government in respect of the leasing of
land for kindergartens. We now make
the land available on a freehold basis
to local authorities, but at the cost of
services.

Mr Jamieson: Whatever difference
that makes I do not know.

Mr O'NEIL: The member for Cockburn
is saying that the commission is too tough
in making land available to local auth-
orities. I am saying that in most cases
I think churches get it for next to no-
thing, and for community purposes the
value of the land is the community value
which is about one-third below the devel-
opment cost.

Mr Jamieson: I am not arguing on that.
I am saying it is the difference between
Tweedledee and Tweedledum. in regard
to the leasing and granting. The local
authorities are just absurd on that atti-
tude.

Mr O'NEIL: That is a different argu-
ment. The member for Cockburn is say-
Ing the commission is too tough in mak-
tIg land available for community pur-
poses. I do not believe it is.

Mr TAYLOR: Would the Minister meet
with me to discuss the situation?

Mr O'Neil: We have just discussed it.
Mr TAYLOR: I make the point that I

think the community would be prepared
to pay a little more in its rents If It were
able to get established, for example, a St.
John Ambulance branch there. That
association cannot afford a block of land:
neither can the Police Boys' Club. I be-
lieve the community would be prepared to
pay a small subsidy In the rent in order
to obtain these facilities. At the moment
the various organisations cannot afford the
land, and nearly all residents are Housing
Commission tenants.

Mr NANOVICH: I would like the Min-
ister to consider the situation regarding
the maintenance of Housing Commission
purchase homes. At the moment .the
maintenance is carried out six months
after a person has Purchased a home and.
particularly in wintertime, a great deal
of damage is caused by leaking roofs or
window problems. It would be preferable
If this period could be reduced.

,fig)

Vote put and passed.
Part 5: Minister for Justice; Part 6:

Minister for Police, Traffic and Traffic
Safety; Part 7: Minister for Education;
Part 8: Chief Secretary and Minister for
Environment and Fisheries and Fauna-

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedland,--
Treasurer) (12.55 am.l: I move-

That consideration of Parts 5 to 8
be postponed until after consideration
of Part 9.

Motion put and passed.
Part 9: Minister for Labour and Indus-

try, Consumer Affairs, Immnigration and
Tourism-

Votes: Labour and Industry, $969 000;
Industrial Commission, 3264 000; Con-
struction Safety, $197 000; Factories.
$293 000; Inspection of Machinery,
$429 000; Weights and Measures, $159 000;
State Insurance Office, $10; Consumer
Protection Bureau, $214 990; Immigration,
$532 000; Department of Tourism
51 538 OGO--put and passed.

Progress
Progress reported and leave given to sit

again, on motion by Mr Young.

MACHINERY SAFETY BILL
Council's Amendment

Amendment made by the Council now
considered.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr

Thompson) in the Chair: Mr Grayden
(Minister for Labour and Industry) in
charge of the Bill.

The amendment made by the Council
was as follows-

Clause 75, page 58-In the Scheduie
following line 26 delete the first line
of the Schedule and substitute the
following-

The provision of general guarding
of rural machinery-

(a) new rural machinery sold
on or after the coming into
operation of this Part of
this Act . . . six months.

(b) any other rural machinery
... eight years.

Mr GRAYDEN: This amendment pro-
vides a phasing-in period for those com-
ponents on existing rural machinery which
are so located that they present a hazard
to a person working on or near the
machine. It Is consistent with the pro-
vision in legislation in operation In other
States. I therefore move-

That the amendment made by the
Council be agreed to.
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Mr SKIlDMORhE: I must oppose the
amendment. When we were discussing this
schedule previously I Indicated the timing
in regard to rural machinery was not ac-
ceptable to me, but this amendment makes
the Position worse. The times allowed for
the work to be carried out have been in-
creased. it seems figures have been Just
Plucked out of the air. The amendments
do not take Into consideration the safety
of rural machinery. We oppose the amend-
ment because it removes the protection
which Previously existed and to which we
agreed.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Report
Resolution reported, the report adopted,

and a message accordingly returned to
the Council.

BILLS (6): RETURNED
1. Painters' Registration Act Amend-

ment Bill.
2. Assistance to Decentralized Industry

Bill.
Bills returned from the Council with-

out amendment.
3. Skeleton Weed (Eradication Fund)

Bill.
Bill returned from the Council with

amendments.
4. Shearers' Accommodation Act Amend-

ment Bill.
Bill returned from the Council with

an amendment.
5. Fisheries Act Amendment Bill.
6. Wundowie Charcoal Iron Industry

Bale Agreement Eml.
Bills returned from the Council with-

out amendment.

SALE OF LAND ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Council's Message
Message from the Council received and

read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Assembly.

SKELETON WEED (ERADICATION
FUND) BILL

Council's Amendments
Amendments made by the Council now

considered.
In Committee

The Chairman of Committees (Mr
Thompson) In the Chair; Mr Mcpharlin
(Minister for Agriculture) in charge of the
Emn.

The amendments made by the Council
were as follows--

No. 1.
Clause 9. page 5, line 13-Delete

the words "in which he so delivers".

No. 2.
Clause 9, page 5. line 28-Add after

the word "aggregated" the follow-
in-

and for the purposes of this
Act any grain or seed-

(a) delivered during the
Period of twelve months
ending the thirty-first
day of October, 1974 sha1
be deemed to have been
grown during the crop
year 1973-1974;

(b) delivered during the
period of twelve months
ending the thirty-first day
of October, 1975 shall be
deemed to have been
grown during the crop
year 1974-1975; and

(c) delivered during the
period of twelve months
ending the thirty-first day
of October, 1976 shall be
deemed to have been
grown during the crop
year 1975-1976.

unless the person delivering the
grain or seed satisfies the Board
that It was produced in another
crop) year.

Mr McPEAELfl : I move-
That amendment No. 1 made by the

Council be agreed to.
Under the Bill the contribution is deter-
mIned by the season or the year In which

the crop is grown rather than the season
In which It is delivered. The purpose of
the amendment Is to provide that grain is
assumed to have been grown In the season
In which it Is actually delivered unless the
grower states otherwise.

In many cases It would be difficult for
the receiver to establish the season in
which the grain was grown. The amend-
ment defines the seasons in which grain is
grown and was considered to be necessary
because the definition of the Crop year was
not sufficiently specific, so the amendment
was moved In another place.

Mr H. D). EVANS: I seek clarification of
one point. In the first six months it could
be necessary for two of the three payments
of $30 each to be made. floes the altera-
tion of the crop year bring the Payments
closer together?

Mr MePHARLIN: No. Because of the
lateness of this season a contribution for
the 1973-74 crop could be required within
the next few months or soon after the Bill
is proclaimed, and the next Payment would
be required by the 30th June, 1976. There
would be two payments within six or seven
months and the amendment makes no dif-
ference to that.

Question Put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.
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Mr McPHARLIN: I move-
That amendment No. 2 made by the

Council be agreed to.
Question put and Passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.

Report
Resolutions reported, the report adopted.

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

SHEARERS' ACCOMMODATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL
Council's Amendment

Amendment made by the Council now
considered.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr

(Thompson) In the Chair; Mr Grayden
(Minister for Labour and Industry) In
charge of the Eil.

The amendment made by the Council
was as follows-

Clause 8. Page 7-Delete all words
from and including the word "fired" in
line 36 to and including the word "is"
in line 38 and substitute the follow-
ing-

which if fired by wood shall be
either sealed against the wall
or

Mr GRAYDEN: This amendment relates
to the positioning of stoves in the kitchens
of shearers' accommodation. It was made
in the other place simply to correct a
drafting error in an amendment we ac-
cepted the other day. I move-

That the amendment made by the
Council be agreed to.

Question Put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Report
Resolution reported, the report adopted,

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.
House adjourned at 1.16 a.m. (Thursday).

.urghilatiurp (nril
Thursday, the 28th November, 1974

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. A. P.
GIriffith) took the Chair at 2.30 Pim., and
read prayers.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
TRANSPORT WORKERS' UNION
Swan Taxis: Award of Damages

The Eon. H. W. GAYFEE, to the
Minister for Justice:

1.

Concerning the case Swan Taxis
versus the Transport Workers'
Union-
(a) What damages were awarded

and to whom?
(b) Have any of the damages

been paid?
(c) If not, why not?

The Hon. N. McNEILL replied:
(a) S.W.N. Ltd. $10 000;

Swan Taxis Co-op Ltd.
$31 000;

(b) Not as far as the court is
aware;

(c) Not known, but court proces-
ses by way of exasnination-In-
aid and garnishee orders have
failed to indicate funds or as-
sets which could be attached.

QUESTIONS (11): ON NOTICE
CONSUMER PROTECTION

Optical Suppies
The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS. to the
Minister for Education representing
the Minister for Consumer Affairs:
(1) Is it a fact that the Australian

Optometrkcal Association (Wes-
tern Australian Division) has
boycotted the firm of A. G.
Thompson and Co., now owned by
American Optical Co.?

(2) Is It a fact that the reason for
that boycott Is that American
Optical do not wish to participate
in the agreement whereby mem-
bers of the Australian Optical
Distributors and Manufacturers of
Australia contribute a fixed per-
cent of profits to the Australian
Optometrical Association for
"whatever purposes it deems fit"
on an annual basis?

(3) Is it not a fact that the imposi-
tion of this company results in
higher prices of spectacles for
consumers?

(4) Is it not a tact that the AGA uses
these funds to maintain secret-
ariats in each State on a shoe-
string budget?

(5) Will the Minister determine the
results of the inquiry into the
legality of these arrangements by
the Restrictive Trades Practices
Bureau In Canberra?

(6) Will the Minister ascertain
whether or not the Australian
Optometrical Association (NS2W)
Publicly advocated re-election of
a Labor Government in May.
1974?

(7) Will he call for an investigation
Into the boycott of A. G. Thomp-
son and Co. in this State?
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